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EXCALIBUR

Just for kicks
contest

Photo

If you can even
focus a camera, if
you can even pick
one up, try entering
Excalibur’s 2nd
annual photo
contest. All entries
will be judged by a
panel of 3 experts.
Prizes have yet to
be announced, but
you can bet theyll
be considerable.
The winning entry
will also be printed
in Excalibur. Black
and white entries
only, please.
Contest closes
March 15, 1985.
Drop off your
entries at Excalibur,
Room 111 Central

Square.

BIG-TIME
PUBLISHERS

WOULDN'T BE CAUGHT DEAD AT MEET THE PRESSES

External affairs
director Contento
failed in mandate

Cont'd from page 9

What happened later is all a matter of public record, and in
a way it is all irrelevant, since Contento’s emergence as a
political figure at York resulted in, quite simply, a still-birth.
Suffice itto say that, for various reasons, some justifiable and
some not, she never came even close to adequately carrying
out the portfolio she fought so hard to win.

She rarely showed up to council meetings, her reports to
council were sporadic and superficial (in one case Contento
admitted in council that she had hurriedly written her report
the afternoon before the council meeting), she was not
involved with the battle to oppose university underfunding,
did not attend any of the numerous Ontario Federation of
Students meetings concerning the government's educa-
tional policies and the Bovey Commission, and during the
entire period she was even involved with her portfolio, it is
difficult to point to a single major achievement.

Contento's own explanation, and in many ways itis notfar
from the truth, is that because of her leftist politics, she felt
isolated on a council filled with people she considered
extremely conservative and would therefore be unable to
gain the support she needed to initiate the changes she felt
cysF needed, and very quickly became disillusi-
oned with her purpose on the council's executive.

This article, however, is not meant as an apol-
ogy for Contento’s failure to carry out her duties
as director of external affairs, no matter what the
underlying reasons may be, for when she abs-
conded from her responsibilities, she betrayed not only
herself and the people that worked so hard on her campaign,
but every student at York.

Despite the-fact that she was disappointed in her ambi-
tions, Contento took upon herself the responsibility to
represent York students, and student interests, to the world
outside. And now, especially when university students all
over Ontario are in a time of crisis, facing as they do funding
cut-backs, a decline in accessibility, and poor prospects for
a summer job to help fund their education, Contento cannot
be exonerated for her failure, since that failure came, for
whatever reason, from her own lack of commitment.

Contento could have persevered, even in the face of the
lack of cooperation and outright opposition she said con-
fronted her on the executive. To put it simply, she could have
done her best to carry out the task she was elected to per-
form, but instead she simply gave up.

Worst of all, her surrender to the pressures she felt on
council left cysF with no one to carry out her portfolio, a
portfolio which in these times is surpassed in importance
only by the president’s.

Perhaps in this case, even though | feel a great deal of
sympathy for Ms. Contento’s position, for her disappoint-
ments and disillusionment, it's better for everyone that the

But these small presses and magazines have turned up—alive!

e Aya Press ® Barber's Friend ® Charnel House ®
e Curvd H&Z *
e ECW e The Front Press ® Gesture Press ® HMS Press
e [ndustrial Sabotage ® Martin Garth Press ®
e Mondo Hunkamooga ® NeWest Press ® Proper Tales Press ®
e Rampike ® The Shit ® Surrealist Poets’ Gardening Assoc. ®
e Talonbooks ® Turnstone Press ®
e Underwhich Editions ® Unfinished Monument Press ®

On the last Sunday of every month, about a dozen
presses and magazines crawl up from the literary
underground to sell and display all those titles you'd
never find at Coles. And some very exciting writers
read and perform their works.

Damaged Goods ® Dancing Mandible ®

(

MEET THE PRESSES

on Sunday, February 24
from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.

at the Scadding Court Community Centre,
707 Dundas West (at Bathurst)

Ghost of cysF has finally been laid to rest.
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Wide Variety of Typestyles
Low Prices Design Consultation

Resumes Posters Joumals
Books Newspapers Flyers
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