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Bears boast best tourney in Canada: fror==""" """ =ewai

by Mitch Panciuk
Fans who went to the U of A

main gym this weekend were

treated to some of the best
basketball this City will ever see.
The fifth annual Golden Bear
Invitational basketball tourna-
ment came around again, and it
featured eight of the best teams
in the country.

Last week | attended a press
conference at which Golden bear
basketball coach Don Horwood
claimed that this is the best tourn-
ament in the country, and ranks
up there with the National Cham-
pionships.
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Ranking up there with the
National Championships? I can
tell you that it wasn’t only me
who was a little skeptical about
this statement. The National
Championships is what the bask-
etball season is all about — a
team will work all year to get a
shot to go to that tournament,
and | was a little surprised that
Horwood would make that com-
ment. *

But when you stop and think
about where Coach Horwood
has brought this tournament from
in the past five years, itreally isn’t
that far fetched of an idea. |
spoke with all eight of the coaches
whose teams J)articipated in this

year’s GBI, and with the exception
of one who hosts his own annual
tournament, every other one that

| spoke with thinks this is the pbest
tournament in the country.

For people who never get a
chance to go to the Nationals,
this could be an easy thing to say.
But when you get Brandon head
coach Ron McCutcheon saying
this, you know it’s true. His team
was in the finals of last year’s
National Championships played
at Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Coach McCutcheon told me
that the GBl is "a first rate tourna-
ment,” and that he and his players
are “treated better here than
anywhere else.” All this is attribut-
ed to Bear’s head coach Don

Horwood who is considered one
of the top organizers, and some-
one who takes care of the little
things that the players like done,
For that reason, the GBI is a
players tournament where they
only have to worry about playing.

Everyone who knows Horwood
also knows that he tends to exag-
gerate a bit every so often, but
then again, he wouldn’t be doing
his job if he didn’t. The fact that
he is so high on the potential and
quality of his team s just a reflec-
tion of his attitude that if you
don’t think that you’re good,
you won't be.

Horwood thinks that the GBl is
a good tournament. He thinks
that it is the best in the country.
However, while everyone associ-
ates the GBI with Don Horwood,
he doesn’t take all the credit for
the tournament’s quick road to
success.

Horwood has always empha-
sized the work that the GBI com-
mittee members have done in
the preparations to insure that
this tournament is the best that it
can be. Taking care of all of the

Commentary

logistics allows Horwood the
opportunity to concentrate on
getting his team ready to play.
Having a good team and the best
tournament in the country gives
Horwood the important tools he
needs to sell the team to the
public.

In Edmonton you won'’t do
well unless you have a good
program, and you won’t have a
good program unless you do
well. It’s a vicious circle, and
Horwood is the type of guy who
can beat it. In order for the
basketball program here at the U
of A to improve, it has got to
make money, and in order for it
to make money someone has to
be able to sell it. Horwood
definitely knows how to sell
basketball.

Horwood has recognized that
the most important job he can
do with the annual GBI tourna-
ment is to make it entertaining.
Taking care of the little things
that make players enjoy the
tournament means that they will
have fun playing in it. When
players on the eight teams that
were here are having fun playing,
there is no better basketball to
be seen in the nation. Not in any
other basketball tournament, and
not even at the National Champ-
ionships.
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Sure the GBI is not the National
Championships, and winning the
GBI won'’t make you National
Champions, but there is a waiting
list of Universities who want to
play in this tournament in the
next few years, and that’s going
to insure that the competition
level of this tournament remains
the highest of any other like it.
With the exception of the Sask-
atchewan Huskies, any team that
was here last weekend can be
the National Champions. What
this means is that the GBI is the
best basketball that Edmonton is
going to be able to see.

For the first time in the history
of the tournament, the GBIl was a
success, financially. This year had
record attendance, and everyone
who came was entertained.
They’ll be back again next year,
and Horwood is going to have to
make the necessary changes to
the basketball program in order
to show them something new
and keep them interested and
entertained.

But that’s the easy part. The
most difficult challenge that Hor-
wood must overcome is getting
the first time fan to get out and
see that first game. According to
the 1989 GBI attendance stats,
he’s making some serious prog-
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Bears/Pandas
face the best

Pandas vs Dinosaurs

Bears vs Dinosaurs

Friday & Saturday, 6:30 pm, main gym.
by Ajay Bhardwaj

The unranked U of A Golden
Bear volleyball team takes to the
court against the number five
ranked University of Calgary Dino-
saurs, who also happen to be Na-
tional Champions. The two squads
square off this weekend in the
main gym.

The Bears did not beat the Dino-
saurs last season in any of their four
meetings. ”l think there’s a lot of
motiviation, coach Pierre Baudin
said. "Guys who've been here for
three or four years are getting tired
of losing to Calgary.”

The Dinosaurs have lost all but
three players from last year’s cham-
pionship team. However, Bruce
Edwards and Tom Elser will provide
Calgary with good leadership.

“They have a big team,” Baudin
said. "We’ve got to block really
well. We have to stop Edwards.
He’s a good hitter but he’s very
predictable.” Edwards is an Edmon-
tonian and Baudin has coached
him. ”I know his idiosyncracies,”
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-We invite vou to try our

SELF-SERVE SALAD SERVICE (2 salad
bars with a selection of 12 gourmet salads
daily)

DELI SANDWICHES

(Montreal smoked meat, turkey breast, corned
beef, black forest ham, eqg, tuna, salmon
salad, roast beef, etc.)

HOME BAKING ;
(croissants, muffins, cinnamon buns, nanaimo
bars, tarts & cakes)

In our beautiful new restaurant
MAIN FLOOR S.U.B.
Enjoy our larger
SMOKE FREE AREA.
We Can’t Wait to
See You Again
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- Individual assistance

Chinese Canadian National Council

and

Career and Placement Services

(CaPS)

jointly present

WORKSHOP ON EMPLOYMENT
- FOR CHINESE STUDENTS

Date: Saturday, November 18, 1989
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Place: Room 349 CAB

University of Alberta

Topics covered will include:

- Job search assistance

- Interview preparation

- Writing covering letter and resume
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FOR THE HOCKEY FANS
ON YOUR CHRISTMAS LIST!

Videocassette

Dreamed under the million stars of a clear prairie night,
LIFE AFTER HOCKEY is the weird and wonderful story of
Ken ‘Rink Rat’ Brown and his obsession with our national
sport. It is also a magical tribute to our champions — real
and imagined — who each play a part in the Rat’s great
fantasy.

2 924,95 s

Send to: GREAT NORTH COMMUNICATIONS (1988) INC.
#300, 10359 - 82 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta CANADA .
T6E 129 (403) 439-1260 GwW
Name
Address City
Prov/State Code/Zip
I would like cassettes at $24.95 each (includes postage & handling)

sponsored by

. . There is no fee for the workshop. Attendance will be limited to
: I?énlecostlal Campus Ministries
i & > r4 V8 oy s I P e | SR i

120 persons. Please call 429-2262 for advanqe registration.

Total enclosed ( )Cheque ( )Money Order
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