
C a-na da's
B y JA ME SSOME one bas said

that there is nO-
thing so inter-

esigas ',the
study of a nation in
the making," and, to
Canadians, there can.
scarcely be any study
of grejater interest
than that of the bourt-
daries that circuns-
scribe this great Do-
minîon.

The great "date-
line" in Canada's ter-
ritorial history is, of
course, the Treaty of
Paris, 183. 'On Sep-
tember 3rd, 1783, a

7treaty was sie'ed by
Hartley on the part of'
Great Britain and byý

Bfr. James W1hite.ý Adanms, Frankîlin and
Jay on the part of the
United States. The

preamble reads "anid that ail disputes which might
arise in the future on the subI ect of the bouindaries
of the said United States might be prevented, it is
hereby agr.eed and declared that the following are
and shall be their bounidaries, viz :" lIn view af
the fact that the disputes respecting the said boun-
daries continued for nearly sixty years, and that
the San Juan bouindary, which was indirectly affect-
ed by thean, was only settled in i87i-nearly a cen-
tury later-thîs preamble cati only be called a de-
licious bit of uinconscious irony.

The first acute dispute was over the so-called
Maine boundary and, in considering it, it is neces-
sary to, first, summarise the negotiations antecedent
to the signing of the provisional treaty of peace,
signed.at Paris, November 3oth, 1782, by Oswald
on the part of Great Britain. The preliminary nego-
tiations for peace were initiated by Lord Sheiburne,
who, as Secretary of State for the Home Depart-
ment, had charge of colonial affairs. He entrusted
themn to Richard Oswald, "~a well known Scotch
merchant in London." According to Lord Edmiond
Fitzxnarice--Shelbuirne's biographer and apologist
-"Nobody could, in any case, have been more unfit
both by character and habits for engaging in a
diplomatic intrigue than Oswal, whose simplicity
of mind and~ straîghtforwardness of character struck
ail who knew him.' This "sin1poe and straigh±-
forward" man signed a treaty wbich conceded te
the United States, an eastern and northern bound-
ary which coincided with the limits otf the colonies
of Massachusetts Bay and New York. Fromn its
intersection with the St. Lawrence, near the present
town of Cornwall, it followed1 the middle of the St.
Lawrence and of the Great Lakes to thef so-called
Long Lake and River, on the tnap used in the nego-
tiations, as much thie largest streani falling into
Lake SunDerior and,. therefore, to be regarded as the
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The line contendeti for by the United States was ti
liue that hati hitherto been shown on the maps ar
it might not have occurreti to the British Goveri
ment to raise the question, had not President Mad
son, in i802, instructed Rufus King, then Unit(
States Minister at London, to negotiate respectir
the adjustment of the boundaries. Mr. Madisc
said that it had been found that the highlands h-.
no existence and hie suggested the appointment of
commission to fix an- arbitrary line. These instru
tiens having been communicated to Congress ar
thus matie a matter of public record, conceded
point which it was neyer possible. for the Unit(
States to regain. After several fruitless negoti:
tions, a commission was appointed under the Trea,
of Ghent, which, however, faileti to corne to .
agreement. One startling result of their survey
was the discovery that the line that hitherto h.
been cqnsidered the northern boundary of ti
states of New York and Vermout was about thre
quarters of a mile north of the 45th parallel as
that this strip, which includeti a ne* million doîlý
fort at Rouse Point, was, theoretically, Briti.ý
territory.

As a result of the failure of the commnissione
to come to an agreement. it was referreti to ti
arbitration of the King of the Netherlanis, wb
in 1831, delivered an award which awarded Gre
Britain about one-third of the tiisputed area, M
Preble, United States Minister at the Hagu
though without instructions, immediately protestt
the award.

Several propositions for a division of the terr
tory were mnade by each of the powers but wel
,rejecteti. lIn the meantime disputes respecting juri
diction causeti lxth governments great auxiet
Arrests were made by the autborities of Ne
Brunswick and of Maine, and, finally, in ig838, wh
is kuown as the "Restook war" broke out. A Mail
landi agent, sent to arrest British subI ects who we:
cuitting timber on the Aroostook, Avas arrested wii
bis posse. -Maine raised an armed force, erect(
foDrti fications and appropriated $8oo,ooo for mi]
tary defence. Cougress authorised the President
call out the militia and appropriated $io,ooooo
General Scott was despatcheti fromt Washiugton
a mediator, anti arranged a modus vivendi on tl
basis of occupation, by New Brunswick, of fi
Madawaska settlements anti, by Maine, of the cou:
try south of the St. John. lIn 1841 Mr. Webster b
came Secretary of State. He intimated to tl
British Minister that he was willing ta attempt
settiement, and, in the following year, Lord As!.
burton was sent out with full powers to settie fi
boundary. Maine anti Massachusetts sent commi
sioners to Washington to represent their states bi
their unyieltiing attitude forceti Mr. Webster
abandon written communications an~d ta hold pe
sonal conferences with Lord Ashburton. lIn a fe
days he wras in a position to cominunicate ta ti

Ma ne id Maqarhiisetts comnilssioners. the tern

LlINE ?ý

le haviug over-reacheti Lord Ashburtou. He repi
id that lie did not think it a very urgent duty on'
.1- part to go to Lord Ashburton and say that a dot
À'- ful bit of evidence had been founti in Paris, wf
ýd prejudiced the laîi of the United States.

tg The best authorities are of the opinion that i
)n more than doubtful that the map bore any relat
id to the negotiations of 1782 and 1783, particular3
a Franklin's letter does not contain any reference
C- note by the Record Keepers respecting an acc<
id panying map. Winsor, in bis "Narrative.
a Critical History of America," states that it is
ýdi saine fine as is shown on Palairet's map of 1,
a- with the note, "The red liue . . . .shows anot
ty dlaim of the French," evidently referriug. t(
ti French dlaim, respectiug the boundary of Acadiý
.s, But there was another "Red Line" map. Vi~
id maurice, in bis "Life of Sheiburne," states t
le there is in the Britisb Museumi, a map, froni the
e- vate library of King George III which shows
id a broati red line, the boundary'as claimned by
ir United States, with a note, "Boundary as descri
;h b yMr. Oswald." Winsor says that the note i5

the kings owu hanti and that "if this miap
rs not known to the British Government at the t
le of the mission of Lord, Asbburton, there wa
o, convenient ignorance enjoyeti by the heads of
at administration which was not shared by the ut,
ýr. officers, for it was well known, as Lord Brougi
e, ackuowledged, in Lord Melbourue's time, whei
-d was removed fromn the British. Museum to

Foreign Office, and persans and traditions are ea
a- transmissible in such offices. Ashbuirton proteý
re that he was kept in. ignorance of itý and Peel
s- Aberdeen professed no know-ledge of it to
y. Everett till after thé treaty was signed. Wben
w treaty was assailed in Parliameut, the mninistry
at Peel brought this map forward to offset the clami
le against the treaty."
re There is no douibt that the map is in the Bdi
th Museum, and that, ignoring the geographical err
Ad it shows the line substantally in accordance v
Àî- the dlaims of the Unitedi States; that there are ii
to at intervals on the line, "Boundary as described
o. Mr. Oswaid"; that it came fromn the private libr
as of King George III-, but that it'is-not the copy u
te in the negotiations between Oswald and the Arr.
te cans.
ti- 'As against the wording of the treaty, howe
e- Great Britain had the best of ail dlaims, viz., "ef
le tive occupation," an-d it is of interest ta note t
a though the King of the Netherlantis in bis aw;

hi- expressly tiisclaîmed basing it an occupation,
te only reasonable explanation of bis award is
s- assumne that he titi base it on that principle.
Lit In the area awarded to ber by the Asiibiil
ta treaty, France bat exerciset juristiction and~
r- ministereti justice, eighty years prior ta the cest
w of Canada, and Great Britain bat, later, also el
le cised ju'rîstiction; the French Govertiment

~s grantet the seiguiory of Madawaska in this
e. and the territory was traversed by the high'
1_. fromn St. John ta Quebec. To qtlote the late L
re Salisbury, "Wltatever the primary origin of
id rights, the national owIler, like the individual ow
ig relies tusually on effective control by himself
Ma throug-h bis predecessor in tite for a suffic
:î- length of time."

l-In the portion awarted ta the iUitedi States,
ýs likewise, bat acqulireti a titie by virtue of posý
Cs sion. That Lord Ashburton was able ta make

favourable a settlement was due Iargely ta the afi
of the Untited Statcis Goverliment lest hostl

aware af


