
Trhe Canadian Courter

For soinetitue lie stood lîcsitating. lie knewv that the'
skin would moue than pay the deht that hie and lus
fainiiy owed, yet the thionglit <>1 wliat was to befail 1dmii
filled hin with dread. At last, surnoiing ail luis cour-
age, he picked up the fox, hurried back to lus sied, placed
it.carefully within the wrapper, and set out for home.
Ail aiong the way fear stalked beside hirn. Even on his
arrivai lie cuuld flot shake il off. So, when hie lad ex-
hîbited lis great catch to his astonished family, hie turn-
ed to At-tick, lis adopted son, saying :

"'At-tick, rny son, the fur runner is coînintr soun. To-
morruw do you and the Marteîî take the dogs and break
a two days' trail on Bear River in urder to hasten his
co1ning.'"

Fear of impending disaster was the real cause of bis
anxiety to case the approadli of the trader. Su cager
was lie to safeguard hirnself against possible iii fortune,
that lie was willing even to seil the skin at a sacrifice.

Next morning the boys set out to break the trail.
When tliey campeu. on Beau River on the atternoon of
the second day, they caclied in the river ice sorne fish for
the trader's dogs. They chopped a hole and, atter placing
the fish in, flled it up with water, whicl they allowed
to, freeze, with the tati of a single fish protruding, ini
order to show*the trader wlat was cached below. To
mark the spot, they pianted a pole with its butt ini the
hiole, and rigged up a tripod of sticks to sunort it. At
the top uf the pole they tied a littie bag of tea and a
choice piece of meat for the trader. At the bend of the
river beiuw, where lie would surely pass, they erected an-
other pole with a bunel of dried grass attacled, for the
purpose of attracting luis attention to their tracks.

On their retura home, they found Standing Wolf sort-
ing lis furs in anticipation of the trader's arrivai. Before
lui iay the skins of the black fox and of the silver fox,
turned inside out upu stretchers. On the boys entering
the lodge, Standing Wolf addressed the whole f anily,
saying:.

"Du not mention the silver fox to the fur runner.
Since lt, at least, will bring uis nu harm, 1 intend keep-
ing it until 1 go to tlic post, ini the hope uf making a
better bargaÎn thiere. Nuw sort youir skins, and set aside
those yuu wish tu give ini payment of your debt to the
Great Company."'

iJuring the afternoun ut the fuli)wîiig day, Spencer,
the f ur runnert for tic Hudson Blay CornpanUY at Fort
l>eterninaýiÎti, arrivedl with lis dug train,. Ile shook
hands with staninig WVolf and tue boy's, iin( kissed the
wumlenl .11n the girls, as the custoin of tIc traders is. It
being late. in, file day, Stanidig ývolf dciedfot to begin
trad(ing, unltil the nlext inorning. Su th(-, spent the even-
ing In 1 spinning yarius around the. lire. Shortiy after
breakfast, stranige dogs werc lecard. The boys lookcd
onit and saw ant uniknown lialfb)reed( approachin-. When
the newcoîncr lîad caten, andi had joined the others ln a
smoke, Stainilg Wolf questîoncd hinx:

"IMy brother, voit are a stranger iii tuis country ; su
1 i have giv»en you food and lire aiîd tobacco iii friendship.
Tell nie why ami whence yout corne."

The lalfbreed replied, "'My brother, 1 corne froin the
Border Lands, wlierc the plains and the furcests meet, and
my naine is Gibeaiilt. 1 have cornet tu trade retriarly ln
the region betwecn Fort I)cýtermninaýti4un and Fort Dec-
fiance. Von will do well to enouragýe opposition to the
Great Comîpany, and thus; naise t1ic pirice ut furs. My
brother, the white man stands :1pant. i ain ut your owfl
kmn. We are ut the saine blood. So 1 hav e corne to re-
move the burden whîch the Grea t Cumlpany lias laid up-
un my llod bruthers, the Indians. 1 haveu corne tu show
yuu liuw the white man bas been robl>i ng our p)eople for
hundreds of years. 1 have corne to-"

Spencer, glaring across the line, could contain himnself
no longer. 'Turning to Standing Wolf, lie saîd :"M
brother, yuu are a wîse man. You know the difference
between trtith and lies, 1)ctweeni strong mcei and old
wumen. Yuu know that I have brouglit goods to youn
camp, and traded wîtl you for inany yeats. Yuîî knuw
that wlien youn family stanved, the company fed them.
Yout know you uwc the company debt. You know that
it takes a strug man to beat a tnack, but any uid
woman can foliowr it. Yoni know a man wlen you sec
one. My brother, we have been friends from ut old."'

Standing WVolf kept silence for awhile ; tIen, with lis
eyes flxed upon the fire, lie said, "My brother, I wîll not
forget to look at niy debt; but I arn master of my other
furs."

So saying, lie hianded to Spencer the bundies of funs
which lie and bis family had set aside ta pay their debts
with. These were accepted iunopenecd, since thley wcne for
the factor at Fort Determ.ination. Thien lie drew a cross

fox skini froin behin<l liiiii, ani threw it down , saying,
iflow do nîy brothers look at that ?'

It was a chllengc to the rival traders. hI a few
minutes tliey lad opcned their packs and spread ont a
conglumeration of useful and of useless goods and trin-
kets upon gaudy blankets on cither side of the fire. Tle
lialfbreed, manitestly ignorant of the ways of lis pro-
fessed business, allowed thc white man tu outbid hirn
from the very start, and so iost favour witli the Indian,
who, growing suspicions of his flowery promises, said :

"My brother, yon have' travelled in v~ain ; you lad
l>etter go back, unless you can give more than the white
man."

.Spencer handed the Indian a present of tobacco, and
lie contintied:

"Wlen'I visit the Great Company, even if I do not
trade, they give me presents of tea, flour, grease, and
tobaccoý in order to scal aur friendship. But you have
not shown a gencrous hand ; su 1 will stili trade witl
the Great Company2"

Wîthout another word le threw down the beautiful
black fox skîn. Tle two traders were completely taken
aback at the sigît of sudh a pnize. Tle bidding rose
rapidly, uîntil Gibeault lad excecded thc value of lis
wlole uutfit. Knlowing this, Spencer told Standing Wolf
that neither ut tlema lad enougli at hand to pay the
proper value ot thc skin ;but that le would agree to
pay three lundred "lskins," and tlat Standing WVolf
could colecet the balance tram thc curnpany at any time.
Althougl thc Indian felt that le was bcing underpaid,
lis superstitious dread made hîm accept the offer witi,-
ont haggling. Su ail the turs, except the silver fox skiî,
werc suld, the greaten number going to the Hudson Bay
Company.

Gibeault was enraged at laving secured su, fcw furs,
and doubiy s0 at having lost the black fox skîn. 11e sat
staring snllenly at the fine, and when Spencer intimated
lis intention of returning to the fort that atternoon, lie
did flot answer himi. About three o'clock, Spencer pack-
cd lis sled, and by four lad bidden the Indians fareweli.
H1e intended travelling a tew lours that night by moon-
ligît. As botl lad ta go in the same direction, Stand-
ing Wolf was. surprised that tley did not travel toretlicr
for companionship ; andi wlen Gibeanît expressed lis de-
sire to remain witl hlmu ail niglit, lie wondered wly le
wislcd to stay. Imagine lis surprise wlen, on lis re-
turu from visiting some snanes, le found Gileanît har-
nessing lis' dogs and eager tu be off.

At parting, Standing Wolf shook lands witl the hl-
brecd, but that secmed only ta increase luis awkward-
niess ot (lemeanor.

The followig cvening, whule tIe Indian was at supper,
Spencer sta.ggerü(d into thc iudge, wîth lis face crit and
bnuised and smcaekred witl blood. When thc wurnen lad
dressed the trader's wuunds, Standing WVolf leard bis
story:

"l>îîriug the nigît I was overtaken by Gibeauit. Some
noise le made mutst lave rouised me ; for 1 woke froim
a deep sieep, to sc hlm in the very act of going tînougli
rny turs, evidentiy in searcl of the black fox skin. 1 got
upun my feet and rushed ta grapplewîth huîn, but slip-
peul and fell. lc seizcd a leavy stick and knucked me
scnsekess. Fortuniately le lad nu firearms, for. we traders
carry none. 'Wlen I recovered conscioitfCS I tound that
lhe liad takeni nut only the black fo>- skin, but ail mny
other fuirs, and even the dogs and the sled. Worse stili,
lic lad sinashed mny snowslocs ini urder to prevent pur-
suit.'

When lie lad told lis story, Standing Walf continuied
for a littie while gazing at the fine, and smoking mcdi-
tatively. Thexi lie knocked the asIes tram lis pipe, ami
said, "My brother, this is a ladl business. I will go and
speak witl Gibeault."'

Tunning to the boys le said, "My sons, I will set
out at once. As 1 arn guing to travel liglît, you must
folluw witl the dogs at their best .speed. Be watcîful,
and you wili read your instructions as you run."

Rising, lie at once made ready for the cluase. GoinZ
ta the "rugan" in whicl le kept lis valuables, lie put a
fresh supply of tobacco into lis tire bag ; then, wishîng
ta take a last look at lis silven fox skin, le reached to
draw lt out. It was gone. H1e kncw at once who lad
taken It, and nesentment flled lis leant, "Tle dog wlo
would be my brother las stolen it ! " le cried with fury.
H1e lung a small tea pail at bis side, tigltened lis sash
about him, slipped a little bag of tea, some bannocli,
and somne dricd caribou meat within lis capote, and,
gun in hand, set out in pursuit ot thc thief.

Alrcady thc moon had nisen. Taking Up the trail of
the thief, le sped across Spirit Lake on lis wa7y ta Bear
River. Tle trcslncss of the lard packed trail. made easy


