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criterion of efficiency in city governiment. The

Mayor is at least able to say that the tax-rate bas

not been jncreased, for the very good reason that

the law prohibits its increase witbin a specified

number of years. An alderman of the former

regime in search of popularity, having conceived

thec very brigbt idea that to limit the tax-rafte by

law to its then, figure would make a good appeal to

popular favour. It is clear, however, that when

work needs to be done, expenditure cannot be cur-

tailed. If the tax-rate can't be raisedý the assessed

valuation of property may be increased, or money

may be borrowed. Sit. John bas resorted to both

expedients. The work that bas been done could

not otherwise 'have been accom.plished, and the

people seemn to be generally well satisfied that tbey

are getting value for the expenditure, 'which is

after all much more important than the tax-rate.

Moreover, the increased assessment is warranted

by the actual increase in property values.

O~NE outstanding feature qf the new sysitem is

-'that t'fie people seem to be kept in much closer

toudh with civic affairs -rhan ever befote. The fre-

quent imeetings of the city counicil, the reports of

thle commissiotiers regarding their several depart-

ments, the discussion of proposed policies and ex-

penditures, fully reported in the press, leave tbe

citizen no excuse for nrot knowing what is going
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on at the City Hall, or how the business of the city

is being managed; and, Ahether because of this,

or because the novelty of the new system bas flot

yet worn off, it appears that more interest than

formerly is now taken in civic affairs.

Public interest in -the Departnieflt of Safety has

been aroused by exhaustive investigations held by

the very active commissioner of tihat department.

The comnhissioner. unfortunately, 'bas flot direct, or

complete, in f act scarcely any, control over the

Police Departmnent, because of the f act that the

Chief of Police, though paid by the city, is appointed

by the Provincial Government. When preparing

thle new city charter, the Citizens' Comimittee

sougbt to change this, by proyiding that under the

new systemthe Chief of Police would be appointed

by the :ci(ty, but, the legislature preferred to leave

it ýin the hands of the Government. Disclosures

made by Commissioner McLellan's enquiry, and

the lack of qiarmony between the ýCity Departmient

of Public Safety and tihe Police Department, whicb

it sbould control, have led to renewed agitation for

the app)ointiment of tihe ýChief by the city council.

'Many advocates of Commission Government lay

geat stress upon the fact that under that systeni

capable men are more likely to engage inthe-city's

service. While St. John was fortunate in its first

selection of city commissioners, the circumstances

attending the initial election were somewhat ex-

ceptional, and it remains to, be seen whether suc-
ceeding elections will excite the saine degree of

interest, or ensure the continuation in office of thbe

mien who have made good. One advantage of the

commission plan is that it provides a certain degree

of continuity in service-m-akes possible a more

permanent policy. Yet, even under a four years'

tenure of office, a comrmissioner is only just be-

ginning to realize the full benefit of experience,

When the candidature of sone popular but less

qualified aspirant may compel bis retirement. Some

misgiving on this point is felt as March approaches,

wben the Mayor and two of the conmîssioners

will bave to appeal for re-eleýction or retire.

T 11E working of Comimisýsion,,Government in St.

iJohn, bowever, seems to indicate that its

greatest advantage is not so much in any superiority

of the personnel whicb it secures, as in the f act

that by providing for the constant and undivided

attention of tbe people's represeritatives, to the

city's affairs, it ensures prompt despatch of busi-

ness and a degree oif celerity in dealing with matters

of public concern as they arise from day to day

wbich was neyer known under tbe 01(1 system.

Were tbe question of Commission Covernment

again submitted to vote in St. John it is probable

that tbe decision of three years ago would be con-

firmned by a largely increased niajorîty.
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FROM Yarmouth to, Sydney and f rom Halifaxto the last cove in the Bay of Fundy they

know 'him, the long-geared, strong-built,
hefýty-voiced man from 'Grand Narrows,

N.S.; Premier of Nova Scotia since 1896 and

acquainted with the PolitiCs of the most political

province in Canada since be was a knee-ýbreedbes

lad wading after prawns When the tîde went out.
They take politics seriously in Nova Scotia. And

they take Premier Murray as just about the broadest-

gauged thin-g that modern poîitics is a)ble to evolve

in that part of the worl. W'hen bie is in Halifax,
which for several years bas been most of the

time, he is the most important citizen in town. H1e

bas mons at the Halifax Hotel. His law office in

North Sydney hie keeps convenîently steam. up on

the switch, in case any day the Bluenoses decide to

eliminate him f rom the f ront ranks at the Legis-
lature.

But tbat will probably be a distant day. Murray

bas a constant, comfortable majority in the House,
and if lie hadn't he woul nlot be likely to worry.

H1e looks like a man who could hold on indefinitely

with a fag end of a miajority., H1e is one of the big

calibres in that peculianly party-politics province,
where most of the time- the steam gauge registers

240 pouinds' pressure to the square inch in the

boiler. Furtherxnore, G. H. Murray is the kindý of

mani that makes a convenient safety-valve to blow

off steain when the. pressure gets near the ex-

plosion point.
Thtis miay be a very technical metaphor; but it's

very expressive of tihe broad versatility of teim-

perasnent possessed by Premier Murray. Resides,
hie kn.ws *liat remarkable little province of big

prodctin about as intimately as a farmer knows

the farnon wlikh hie was born. H1e knîews the

fisheries en the Bay of Itundy, the apple-gr~owers

in the Annapolis Valley, t~he, miners in Glace Bay,

the hlast fixrnace men in North 'Sydney,,the lumber-

men on thie dcks, the old-tim&rs in Halifax, the

off icer8 at the citadel, the dock-wallopers in t4e

harbour, and the people that the Government ci

Nova Scotia are fetchiiig in from Great Britain to'

occupy ýh<e farms lef t idle by an adventurous popuý

lation. Hè has his paternal eye on every province

in the Dominion, where the Bluenoses have gone

followiiig the exaniple of their forebears f rom Scot-
land; on several States in the Union, where Nova

Scotians have driven stakes.' And he bas learned

te look upon t¶iese migrations of the native-born

wit~h the calmin eye of a philosopher, lie is a humrin-

cyclopoedia of Nova Scotia, to, which be bas stuck

when thousands of bis felIow-citizens were slam-

banging away in ships to Boston and New York

and the ends of the earth.

s 0 far as 1 could learn fromn an hour's conver-
h>sation with bim there is enly one district of

Nova Scotia where he has neyer been. Trhat is

Bear River, down near Digby, on the Annapolis

Basin. Hie does not lcnow tbe road f rom Digby

ta Bear River, among the sublime. bis and the
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fat old cberry-trees. He bas neyer climbed, the

mile-long bill that leads back out of Bear River

îHo la a human cyclopaedia of Nova S-otia."o

to th e squidgy little town of fish-boats and cherry-

trees, wiiere thbe big boats haul up f romi St. John.

But he knows more about it than tbe tourist wbo

spends bis summer money amnong tbe hilîs of Digby.

Talk to him about the derelict farms that once

were popuplous with homesteaders and are now on

the market because the young men have gone

swaggeriflg away to Boston or Winnipeg or Van-

couver, and he knows exactly why they are vacant

and cheap and sucb a problem týo thbe Governmeflt

of which he is the heail. And he knows precisely

what the Government is doing to, re-people t4iese

fat, fertile homesteads ýthat have in tbema much more

to the acre than thbe wheat lands of the far 'west.

G. H. Murray is elective head of a province that

is as cbockfull of problems and peculiar people and

red-hot politics as a Yarmouth weir is full of had-

dock. Andl be bas made a lifelong study of tbe

most diversified set of people and conditions in

Canada. H1e is naturally proud that Lunenberg is

tbe greatest fisbing village in America. H1e exults

in the fact that theý roling-mills of N-orth Sydney

are able to turn out steel rails for the construction

of transcontinental systems. H1e admits with great

joy that the apple-growers of Annapolis Valley

understand apples better than anybody else ini Am-

erica. H1e contemplates witih calm satisfaction the

many industrial little burgs that 'have begun to send

the manufactured products of Nova Scotia over

most of Canada. H1e is 'as likely as any to rave

about the great climate of Nova Scotia,* vhere

people that have a mmnd to grow to be a bundred

years oki. H1e regards witb a patriotic eye the

panoramic hills that stand sentinel, over the fat and

feculent valleys wbose soil wealth no generation. of

people have begun to estimate. H1e dhuckles over

the progress made by bis own Government in deal-

ing with the land problemn and as naively agks y-ou,

"Now, what is the Larnd Act in New Brunswick?

I guess they are doing something over there-but

wbatever it is, dori't forget tbat the Government ot

Nova 'Scotia put through the first act dealing Wîth

that problem."

A ND when, ike a good-humoured gull, you have

Ilgene thrmugh the farce of trying to enligbten

the Premier of IeTova Scetia on what New ýBruns-

wick is doîig to repopulate and reclaim its idle

lands, haif the time' blinking to yourself that bie

knows more about it in a minute than you do ýin

an hour--yoil gradually wake up to the f act that

hie knew aIl about it befere you began. and only

wanited to see wbether you were seeking enlighten-

ment or :merely puniping bima for information.
The difference between the Land Act of Newv

Brunswick and the Land and'Loan Act-if that

is the exact title-of Nova Scotia, is just a-bout as

much as you night expect between these two rival

provinces. The N. B. Act provides for buyîng uip

abandoned farms and waste land by the Oovern-

ment at a lo figure, improving by ditches and

fences, etc., and 're-selling to immigrants. The

N. S. Act neither buys nor selîs land. It mncel


