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tbree p.m., and distance from Fort George, Headquarters more than six miles,
I hesitated not assuming the responsibility of liberating all the 49th prisoners,
on the specious plea of their offenge proceeding from a too free indyigence in
drink, appealing to them for proo ‘}eof their loyalty and courage, which they
were asstired wotld be severely tested ere another day dawned. . Then, after
a rapid but effective arrangement of the several points requiring attention,
seeing to the re-supply of fresh ammunition, and infusing all the spirit and
animation 1n‘my power to impart, I left Captain Dennis, exhorting his utmost
diligence in keeping his charge on the alert for repelling the enemy's attempt,
which I foresaw would not be deferred. Having to put,the mauy posts on the
line of communication on the qui vive, although I r(ﬂe at full speed, it was
past six p.m. ere I reached Fort George, and then from having been exposed
-for thirteen hours, under much anxiety, to wet feet and extreme heat, without
refreshment of any kind, I was so exhausted as to be unequal to further
immediate effort. Refreshed, I narrated to General Brock all that had
occurred, the precautionary steps I had taken, and the responsibility I had
assumed as to the 49th prisoners, which,-under the stated circumstances, I
ttusted he would approve, and at once authorize my making preparations for
coming events, so indispensably required. The Genéral evidently doubting at
first, hesitated,>but seeing my earnestness in rebuking his attendants.of

charging my being over-sanguine, and chagrin at their proffered bets against ,

my predictions, he became-unusually grave, desired I would follow him to the
office, where at--his request I succmctly recapitulated the day’s occurrences,
adding my solemn convictiof that a moment was not to be lost in eﬂ'ectually
preparing for defence.

The General now thanked me, approved of all that I had done, and, return-
ing to the dining room, directed officials to be 1mmed1ately written and 3®s-
patched by Provincial Dragoons, calling in the, militia of the vicinity that
same evening, those more distant to follow with all alacnty, 23 T was directed
to make .all requlslte preparations at Headquarters. In “this work I was

busied till near eleven p.m., with but few converts, however, to my conm

tions, when, worn down by fatigue, I stretched myself on my mattrass. A

a slumber of a few hours I was aroused by a distant cannonade’soon after
two a.m., 13th October, but without surprise, well knowing the quarters:*
where the ominous sound came. The General who, himself, had all in readi~
ness, a once mounted his horse and proceeded for the post attacked. His.
Aides-de-Camp were awoke, and soon followed. Major-General™Sheaffe,
second in command, assumed charge at Headquarters, but the impression on
+General Brock's mind being that the attempt at Queenstown would prove only
a feint to disguise his (the enemy’s) real object from the creek in rear of Fort
Niagara, his apparent wish was that whilst all were held in readiness to act
in any quarter, no decisive movement by the troops should take place till the
enemy'’s intenhtions were fully developed, The Indians and”regular Artillery

were, however; promptly.despatched, and the elite of the 41st with an equal |



