of that Republic (so advanced and enlightened in every-
thing else) should submit to a practice so revolting, so con-
trary to all ideas of morality and refinement as is the
system of man-midwifery so widely practiced in the United

_attendance of a man at her bedside on such an occasion,
and though custom in England seems generally to sanction
the absurd practice, yet Her Majesty Queen Victoria

any other capacity than that of consulting physicians.. I
had discussed the matter frequently with married ladies in
New York, and they were generally agreed, that, could
only competent ladies be found in the United States, man-
midwifery would soon cease to be practiced in that Repub-
lic. I accordingly resolved to devote all my energies to
the study of that particular branch of the medical pro-
fession, and my efforts were crowned with success. In
two years I obtained a diploma from the Hamburg Univer-
sity, and soon after prepared to return to America. *

* Dr. Playfair, President of the Obstetrical Society. of London, in
his address delivered in February, 1879, said :— ¢ I confess that it is
with a feeling of regret, something akin to shame, when I reflect that
I am supposed to teach a class of young men the eutire subject of
midwifery, and the diseases of women and children,in a short
 summer course of something under forty lectures. The thing is a
manifest and ridiculous absurdity, hence we have, of necessity, to
omit, year by year, at least half of midwifery proper.”
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States. No German lady would think of permitting the-

never allows her medical advisers to be in attendance in -




