
great Exaanets to what Amount it maY be.-And I ng afked,
Whether he knew of any Bankruptcies previous to the Ad of the
j 5th .of -George the Third ? he faid, But of One before that.-
And being afked, If thefe Bankruptcies had arifen frçrn any Ex-
travagance in the Merchants themfelves, or from rn Circum-
ftances of the Grievancés which the Fifhery labour dnder? he
faid, He -knew of no Extravagancies that they wee guilty of,
their Loffes were occafioned by the Trade and Fifhery which they
carried on, which Trade and Fihliery laboured under Oppreffions
.and Burthens, which if continued muif in the Courfe cf Time
have the fame Effe& upon all thofe whofe Trade and Fifhery are
entirely from Great Britain and heland ta the Ifland of New-
foundland.-And being afked, Whether any Perfons whofe Capi-.
tals are acknowledged ta be confiderable are retiring from the
Trade? he faid, He could fpeak for himfelf, that he wifhes to
.retire, and would facrifice the Tenth.Part of his Fortune to be out
.of it ; that hé had heard feveral Gentlemen in the Trade fpeak of
retiring; and ie believes that every Gentleman in the Town of
Dartmouth concerned in the Newfoundland Trade would quit it
immediately, could they get rid of their Ships, Effeds, and Stores
at a Lof.-And being afked, Whether there is lefs Fifh caught
-at Newfoundland ? he faid, He could not fpeak with Certainty.-
And being afked, If it fold for a lefs Price at the Foreign or Home
Market? he faid, No, he believes they are much the fame, there is
.a Fluâuation .of Market Price.-And being afked, Whether a
Moderate Quantity of Fifh caught does not anfwer as well, both
.to the Merchants and Fifhermen, as an exceffive Quantity ? he faid,
It anfwersbetter, for where there is a Scarcity of Market Abroad

*the Seller commands the Price; when a large Quantity, the Pur-
.chafers command the Price.-And being afked, Whether the
Demand in Foreign Markets has decreafed fince the Peace? he faid,
-He believes not.-And being afked, If many Ships have not
come Home empty ii the laft Two Years ? he faid, Several
fmall Veffels have come.Home without any Thing but Ballafl;-
The Witnefs having faid that the Trade was on a Decline, he
was afked, 'Whether he knew of any Burthens on the Trade, te
which he could attribute that Decline ? he faid, he attributed the
chief Part of that Decline (fpeaking of the Trade from England
and Ireland ta Newfoundland) ta an Alteration which took Place
in the governing Laws of Newfoundland, by an- Aâ paffed in
1775, which was carried into Execution in 1776 (A& of the r5th
of George the Third); there are Claufes in that Ad which prefs fo
lhard upon the Employers, that in general it is not poffible for fuch
whofe fole Trade and Fiihery is from this Country te Newfound-
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