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s sardonic smile. “Yes, a chance of a
rope against a certainly of diggrace,
ruin, ad—worse than death!”

Buring started again in dismay. 1le
had often entertained the snme thonghis
and reasoned lile this stranger.  Often
the unfortunate man half raised him-
self up to gject the intruder, hut each
time a force, ke said himself, within
him, mastered his movements.

“The thing seems so easy, log,” the
stranger went on.  “ Mr. D'Alton is so
unpopular that agravian assaults would
account for twenty times as much! And
then you would huve a free foot. and a
tranquil mind.”

Baring again {ooked at his visitor.
Baring felt choking. “Who or what
are you ?” he struggled to suy.

“Iam the friend of people in your
plight; but I see you want courage!”

“Courage!”

1 should suy so; butl must remem-
ber - that you are going to fadc
tho jeers and mockery of . enemics
and the contempt of all your class!
There is, certainly courage in that!”

Baring groaned. The” stranger had
again stricken home—and the jeers and
contempt and the faces of assailants
and gecusers and foes were all mixed up
togother with a gallows and a hangman
in the midst of them.

“You wmay not find this course na
neeessity,” the stranger said, after a
E:mse——“(zt least for stz months—may

¢ never.  Cunneen would cash an ac-
ceptance of Mr. D'Alton for one thou-
sand five hundred pounds, and hand you
one thousand.”

“ An aceeptance of my unele?” And
Baring laughed that laugh of woe and
hate which only mocked despair knows
how to laugh.

“Well, Mr. Baring you imitate Mr.
I'Alton’s writing well.”

The unfortunafe young man shook.

“Six  months may bring about
changes, and reliof for you might be
among them,” the stranger continued.
“You must go on, you know. To stand
still is irreparable ruin and dishonor.
Thon, we all know, that even should
D'Alton of the Crag live six months to
get notice from' his banker, he will
never blagt the reputation of his heir
and the respectability of his family ”

])) ~

 But, Cunneen——

“Cunneen knows very well how he is
and hie knows thatif he refuse you now,
he ruins himself as well as you.  Again,

1 say, six months is along time, and "—

Baring felt the dark cyes burning into
lis soul—“and,” the stranger added
with ook of diubolicul meaning, “you
may not be driven to the ‘agravian
outrage’ ut «ll.”

Baring fell into a state which could
not be called “ thought.” [t was astate
in which images moved rapidly and in-
coherently through the mind leaving
the spirit weak and brolken—as sickness
or long labors sometimes leave it. e
aised his head. The candle had been
burnt into the socket. The first rays of
the morning were stealing in, and Bar-
ing looked towards whero the stranger
sat, Therec was no one in the chair,
nor-in the room !  Baving crossed him-
self the first time for many a month;
and, going to the door, he tried the
lock, Thelock was all right, the door
perfectly secured, and the key-was in-
side/ '

“ [ havebeen dreaming,” Barving mur-
mured; yet the dream was dreadfully
distinet, and dreadfully coberent.”

Mpr, Baring might have added that it
was wonderfully instructive; and very
liko what an “old follower of a family "
of a *certain kind * would have pro-
pounded. ‘

The mind of Baring was in chuotic
confusion. Yet the ¢ gix months’ relief”
and all that might arise in that time,
perhaps the old man might die, or he
might conquer the repugnance of his
cousin—or—and then the “agrarian
outrnge would present itself as the
solution so horribly suggested and ter-
riblo in the conscquences to be appre-
hended! Iiver and anon, the words
came back, the words of evil owmen,
“chance of death, or the certainty of
something very much more horrible.”

The comings and goings of Baring
wore very mysterious, as we have said ;
but much better known than he was
aware. Ho aimed at money by intrigue,
Heatmed at money by dishonesty, and
he aimed at money by treachery. Oneo
time he thought the last mode . would
have become a mine of gold and silver;
but after pawning his honor and break-
ing his most savred compact, he was
informed ;that, until the results of his




