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TH-E PREVENTION 0F INSANITY.*

DY CXMPDICLL MýEYRs, M-D), ÀN.JtC.S.(). L.R.C.>. (LON'D.),
Ncurologist~ to St. Miellacls Hlospital, Toronto.

Mr,. G'hairmant and Geiillee,-Tlie prevention of insanityi'; sc) important -a question at the present tiniie, wbcin insýanity is.-o rapidly on the increase, thiat amy contribution t'O its study, how-vvc.r slii , nust miee t wi ti the cnsdrtoiof the entireIiiedical profession.
In a recent paper by Dr. Robert Jones, Superintendent of theLondon (Joîmty Asyluin of Claybury, lie states that on Januarýylst, 1904, 1 ini evcry -988 of tlue entire population of Eng'land:und. W ales wvere certified as inisane. Startling- as these figuires areit is net to thei but to a subsequent reniark in his paper that IwoV(Uld like to direct your attention, Viz., thaýt, "' We also know thatpossiblY the saine numnber are on, the borderlanci of certitication:md are beinîu daiIv precipitated into the aý;Y1umis." This nicansthiat 1 iii :2881 or a total of 117,199 persoris are daily crossingo theL'oundary hune and contributjnp- to increase the mnber of insane

iii the aýbove-iiienitioiie(l countries.

Cercbrad5he)iia hIn

Tated l'y Gexieral
Pratiixîr.Treated by Alieini-t'. V

MENTAL DI1S EAS.E.

IIoN arc thesc 11Î,000 persons ~voare on the border-1 aud beincg treatcd ? Clearly not by alienists, since thcyiiav' niot yet crossed tlie bonndary line and b)een cer-t;Ïied te as inae. lence, the. onlv' treatuiient they eýanr~ev.if they receive any, muisi. be 1by the genieral practi-I zoner. But what preparation bias the general practitionerrert-ived in order to treat these patient,-? The answer to thiis is,1 behieve, the crmx o-e the. whohe question.
tf alo, et 0t,1Wacd beforo tho first ineoting oftiie medlical Supr.encnt,,z of the Al,,yllums of


