THE ABSTAINER.

TEMPERANCE MEETINGS.
Dawrsourn.—A Literary Eutertuinment, un-
der the auspices of the T. Aid Association, came
off on the evening of the Gth inst.. in the Baptist
Chapel. The mecting was ably presided over
by W. Stlver, Ksq., and addressed by Rev. Mr
Mumo and Mr R.. M. Burratt,— the former, in
the course ¢f his remarks, ailuding to the mani-
fest good resulting to the Province of New Bruns-
wick from the eperation of the Prohibitory Law,
and the meuns used for its subsequent defeat,—
the latter, expluining the object of the T, A. As-
sociation, and the duty of temperance persons 1o
use their iufluence on behalf of it and kindred
sacicties. A, Jates, Jieq(., in moving the formu-
tion of # Branch Association, also sddressed the
miceting, anid speke at some length on the neces-
sity of combination for the cffectual carrying out
of temperance principles, These gentlemen were
listened to with much attention. During the
recital of * The Drunkard’s Retwn,” hy Mr, W,
Harrington, the most profound silenca prevailed.
The touching tale of which this recitation is the
subject, and the graphic and powerful style in
which it was delivered, touched the hearts of
muny who were present, and in whose eyes stood
the glistening tear of symputhy. 4 Musie sweet”
also lent its chavms (o the evening's entertain-
mant——a chuir o' youny ladies and genticmen
from the city performing several pieces of choiee
voeal music, for which fivor they received the
thanks of the meeting.

Wae Ofiice-hearers of the “ Dartmouth” Branch
arei—XNutheaie! Ruszel), President; R, 1. Begk-
with, Seerstery nnd Treasurer; 6. Rubson, A.

© James, aml — Webly, Conunittee of Management.

The plalge was administered o 6 persons,

Weare ghad o sew our friends in this quarter
again united, and we hope they wiil work on and
prosper. L there ix one place more than avother
whirh requires the vigorous aud untiving exer-
tions of temperance wen, that place is the town
of Durnmouth,

Cow Bav.—On the 7th inst. 2 very interesi-
ing wecting was held in the school house at this
place.  The delegates from the Association were
Rev Me Guunison amd Mr Johu Conibes, hoth
of whom adilressed the aundicnee, which numbered
aboui 60 persous, Y of whom took the pledge.

Rrrixe Garoey Tugamne—A very suceessfu
mecting was held in the Theatre on Thursday
evening, Sthiust, One vencrable Brother Ma-
theson presided.  Bloquent  practical specehes
were clelivered by Rev Mesrs, Brewster and
Munro, and Messrs, Hare and Pitblade,—all of
whom were listened to with apparent satistaction
and pleasure.  The meeting, which was much
larger than anticipated, was ecomlueted undor the
auspi-es of'a society lately formed. called  The
Workine Temperance Associntion.” We lhope
itz wembers will maintain the hish standard
swhich itx titde designates, nnd show themselves to
be indewl working temperanee men,

Mrsquovosorr Harsoer —A Publie Temper-
anee Meeting way heid at Muasquodoboit Har-
bour on Thursday, the 8th inst. The attend-
ance. which numbered over 100 persons, assem-
bled in the Free Church, to hear the Delegates
from tue Temperance Al Association, The
meeting was presided over hy the Rev Alexander
Stuart, to whom ugain the Associntion is under
renewed  obligations for his untiring energy in
the cause.  The Delegates, Messrs. N, Russell
and i\, M. Barratt, were listened to with marked
attention, and, at the close of their addresses, 70
persons wave in their nimes and subsequnetly ac-
cepted the Pledge, after which a Society was or-
ganized, under the name of the ¢ Musquodoboit
Branch of the ITalifax Temperance Aid Associa-
tion,” and the following persons were chosen office-
bearers :—President, Rov  Alexander Stuart;
Vice 'resident, Mr Duncan Bayers; Sceretary,
Mr Lsase Guetz ; Treasurcr, Mr Afchibald Bay-
ers j—with a Munuging Committee of seven
memhers, .

The Delegates were trented with the hospitali-
ty for which Musquodoboit Harbour and Petpis-
wick, in common with the whole of Musquodo-
boit, is o voted.—Com.

PO
Onuyan Tane~—We nre under grent obliga-
tions to an unknown friend at Yarmouth, for the
very touching story whiel appears on our first
age.  We lope it is not the last contribution of
the kind with which oar accowplished female
friends will favor us.
e e
The Financial Secretary of the Temperance
Aid Associntion acknowledges the reccipt of a
donation of - Five Shillings from Mr Charles
Legy, Seur.

Mr Schmare, of Mahoric Bay, will please ae-
cept thunks for now club of twelve subseribers.—
. Also Brother Johu Edwards, of Sydney Mines,
for additional list of bight subscribers.
. Bra. Dallinger of Yarmounth will please accopt
our,.spoecinl_thunks for his exertions on behalf of
tHip journalt : .
ik
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MELANCHOLY !

Wo might cosily fill our columns with sad
details of the futal result of the inordinate use of
strong drink, bat it would be of little benefit, as
no one can fail to observe it cven within the cit-
dle of their own acquaintance, Here is one i_n-
stance out of many ;:— :

7
*,
N

“The Richwond papers of the last week un-
nounce the death, inthe poorhouse of that city,
of Dr Thomus Johnston, at one time the populur
and gkilful physician of thut metropolis. Dr
Johnston held a professorship at the University
of Virginiu, at n later period was head of the
medieal faculty of Richmond, and for many years
cenjoyed o lucrative husiness in that city.  With
tulents to adorn any station, possessed of rare
professional skill, loved and respected by hun-
dreds, whose lives he had rescued from imminent
death, blessed with all the endearments that a
loving, trusting and forgiving wife could add to
the home circle; yet with these multiplied provi-
dences of heaven to render earth happy and de-
sirable, he threw them all away, crushed the
heart of his wife, drove nway, hy constant degra-
dution, friends, fame and fortune, for the gratifi-
cation of an appetite, moderate in its first de-
mindds, hut which, like the serpent, woud closer
and firmer round the heart, until all that was
manly, noble aud elevated. was erushed out for-
ever, leaving but the bloated, degraded and hru-
talized carenss of hine who was onee the pride off
his profession, and a bright ornament to the soci-
al circle.  1le who had ministered consolation to
wany a bleeding heart, healed the sick, aud made
Joy and gluduess leap forth in the midst of death,
died in the poor-house of the metropoliy, n
wretched, degraded pauper!”

Is there no lexson to be drawn from the sad
history of this man?  Thivk. He was eminent
sl skiltul in his profession—ioveld und respeet-
vd hy the community in which he dwelt ;—what
more conld e desired to make life pleasant and
happy ? Like too many of his cluss, he wax at
fivst & ¢ moderate” drinker, and, like them, he
eventaully heenme a drinkard ! Thereare nonoe
<0 dull ag those who will not learn, and they too
often negleet it until it is too lute.  Then listen
to the warning voice of total abstinence, aind
“‘Fouch not, tastc not, hundle not” the unclean
thing,

.

Norier.—An adjourned meeting of the Tem.
perance Aid Association will take place this even-
ing in the Mall, at halfpast 8 o'clock.

L4
Goon News '—Qur subseribers will no doubt
rejoice to learn that their Bills are being prepar.
o, and will be seut out in o day or two.  Don't
all come ut once!

————— e s —en

For the Abstainer,
DJOINGS OF THE LUNENBURG
MAGISTRATES,

Mz. Evrron,~—

In lovking over the reports from the sovera
quarters of our Tenperance rovinee, I was
pleased to learn that Temperauce principles are
on the advance, and men becoming astive anl
zealous in the enuse ; but T intend to give you
some information showing the imposition practis-
ed upon the Bridgewater Temperance comnunity,
by a minority of the Magistrates in the Genceral
Sessions, by the granting of two Licenses ;—why
that portion of the county should he singled out,
and contrary to the wish or two-thirds of the in
habitants, as shown by petition ;—and what was
the mind of well-thinking and Temperance men
on the subject.

At the approach of the (fencral Sessions ofthis
county, the village of Brideewater was aronsed to
a seuse of'the pernicious effects and soul-destroy-
ing influences, of the moustrous evil sanetioned
by the law of the land, the traffic and sule of Sa-
taus wost powerfal weapou, infoxicating drinks ;
—therefore, at a meeting of the Tem perance Alli-
ance in agreement with the‘order of the Sons, they
presented a petition lurgely signed, praying to be
relicved from the curse, ns fur as it could be avert.
ed, by not granting Liconse.  Accordingly, the
time anxiously wished for by the fricuds of huma-
nity, arrived, and the Magistrates from the differ-
ent localitics met to transact business for their
respective districts in purticular, and for the
county in general.  lnving gone throngh, prinei-
pally, the dreaded question eame up—_that of 1i-
censo.  After considernble discussion, there ap-
peared for the withholding of License in the coun-
ty, o mojority of four. The question naturnlly
arisey—1low, then, is there granted five Licen-
ses? Notiee the dodge. I do not like to cnst
refloction, upon the Mugistracy, neither can [ to
the degree that they themsclves have dune, that
were guilty in this unwise and unwarrantable
transaction,

It appears that the business for the different
scctions outside the town was completed, and, with
the exception of the rum question, there was no
further necessity for the gentlemen from the coun-
try remaining, being on expenses. There was made
manifest, on the part of the town Magistracy, a
great denl of dissatisfaction,—they princially vot.

ing for License. Notice was given to rescind in

the morning, therefore, in order thut the portion
of thnt honorable body wishing so to do, might
return home, and Lunenburg town allowed to fur-
ther indulge in the cvil that has earried so many
of her into'liggeut sons to an untimely grave, there
was made & compromise, the vote of License to
he rescimled only as far as the town was concern-
ed, severnl gentleman filling high and responsible
positions in society, promising and pledging their
integrity, by their word, that the now-arrived-at
mutual understamling sheuld be earried out; and
the custus, in thanking the gentleman about to
leave for home, avowud his intention to have car-
ried out the condition, amd the seound time being
solivited for his pledge, said, « Give yourselves no l
uneasiness, return to your hones and I will see
enrried out your wishes according to the prcscnti
understanding,” |

Several of those gentloman that same evening !
visited the Division ot Bridgowater, where was
made known what had takeu place; it heing ~o
very unexpeetad for such to take place in the coun-
ty of Lunenburg, the news spread rapidiy. The
rejoicings of our Temperanez community on ae-
count of the victory nchieved had but short dura-
tion, for behold those wmen, regardless of their
promise and their honorat:le appointnent, reseiml-
wd the vote as o whole, in which the enstos must
have aerquicsewd, otherwise it coulld not have heen
done. Lam glad to state there were seme few
honorable exceptions, making au exeeption of
Bridgewater; but at the request of two men,
whose ealling is to wake drunkards, they granted
two Licenses in our widst, aml that, too, in the
face of a petition so hargely signed.

L am kappy to state, although there are at pre- |
sent tnree plaees where the cuemy of sonls s 1
having done his bidding, that in the village of
Biidgewater, Tomperanee 3= quite o high stan-
dard, and the work appears progressive,

No more at present from
A Booken Ox,
Bridgewater, Mareh Hth, 1860,
e e
Fur the Abstajner.

PORT GEORGE.

Mgz, Euror,—

It may he inferesting to the readers of the
Adstaincr 10 hear how the enuse of Temperance
stands in our vicinity.

In September last the members of Port George
Division resolved that they would hold a puhlic
Temperance Meeting on the secomt Monday even-
ing of every month during this winter,  We have
carried that resolution into cffeet, and also have
held two meetings on Handly Mountain, We
are already reaping the good effects flowing from
our united  cfforts, by secing the young men of
our village enrolling their numes under the han-
ner of Temperance, which can be scen floating in
the air every Mondsy over our Division room,
and not ouly there. but'in the lives of members
of P'ort George Division,

Alont a year ago we commenced with only 17
members,  Since then our number has inerensed
to 80 good members,

There were in this village two taverns selling
Spirituous Liquors contrary to Taw,  Since then
we have had a hard battle to fight, hut are coniing
oft victorions.  One of these taverns hax heen
closed, and the keeper has hecome a religious
man.

Throegh the influence of o petition sent from
this Division (signed by 200 persons) to the Grand
Jury of this county.  We huve uo licensed Hotel
to sell Spirituous Linquor.

A very great change has taken place in our
village during the lastyear.  For which we ought
to thank Geod and wke cournge,

We will not he satisticl wntil we have a Law
established in our Province prohibiting the im-
portation amd sale of ull Spivituous Liquors.

A Sox or Trapersasece,

Port George, Wilmot, Feh. 27th 1860,

BAPTIST MINISTERS ON TEMPER.
ANCE.

The following is the Address to the Baptist

47
And such is intemperance, our greatest natidnal op-
probinm and curse.  Intemperance is the master ob-
stacle amongst us to the education aud evangelisation
of' thu mawes—the chief nurse aud prolific parent of
our national viee, destitution, and crime. Because of
intempuerance ¢ the land mourneth® through all its ci-
tivs, towns, aml rural places ; and over the ravayges
of this destroyer our churches, Sunday-schools, and
other religions institntions have cause for constant and
bitter lamentation,

* Brethren, ought these thinastobe ? Ought we to
vancur in their continnance ¥ Is it for us to coun-
tenance the outward souree or conditions of such a
concourse of appaling evils?  Some evils cannot be
cured by abstinence from things thet ave seen and
handled§ but it is no less certain that, by abstinence
from aleolioliv liquors, intemprance, as an individual
and national curse, can be entitely abolished.  Ine
temperanse exists and louvishes, though its countless
vietims prematurely perish, beeause inoxicating ar-
ticlea are used a3 hevevages ; and neither science or
experivnee extemds a hope that while so used they
will become less dangecous and destructive.  The
aleoholie stimulas acts pecjudically on the nervous
system 3 a desive tor the enstamary exhilaration is
exeited 3 i this desive is indulged, as it so often is, we
know the sure result;  and, even where it does not
urow intoa dranken eravivg, injury both to body and
wind is trequently induesl. Here, brethren, we areo
persuaded that the adoption and advocay of the Total
Abstinenee principie s an eminently  reasonahlo
means, and one in perfect hirmony with enr holy
religion, for the aceomplishaent of its benevolent
ohject —the extirpation of all intemperanee.

» Ax additional veasons for this abstinenee, we
wonld  remind you that the manufacture of intoxi-
vating liquors i this country annually consumes fitty
willion bashels of corn g that the deink-traflic in all
s hranehes, amd whetliee licensed or wlicenswl, isa
national calamity ; that drinking customs and nsuages
are ruinons to myriads, and attended with some dan.
er 1o all i and that the purehase of these Yiguors
vosts the British nation every year upwards of sixty
willions, sterling—a sum equal to the annnal incoms
of the State, and sixty thnes greater than the ag.
seipt of all our religious and  charitable

institutions.
* Safler us then, earnestly to inguire

 what henefig
do intoxicating ligquors impart that they should be res
tainel as beverages at so frightful a saerifics of ha-
wan interests, material and moral, temporat and e-
ternal 7 Their babital use may remder them apree-
able to the taste, but are they necessary 2 aml, it not
necessary, how e they compensite for the miseries
atel Losses they entail 7 Their atility, as ordinary
drinks, we have, indecd, learned nltogether to dis-
eredit.  That they are not faod, yield no s'rength for
hiedily or mental labour, and do not tend to prolong
life or make it more rationally enjoyable, ave con-
clusions to which we have avrived from seientifie
testimony and the records of experience—that vxe.
perienee being of the most, varied and comprehensive
deseription. ¢ We are of opinion,’ say two thousand
medical practioners, same of whom are the o<t erle-
brated in their profession, *that the most perlveet
health is compatible with total absticenee fr.m all
intoxivating beverages;' and many abstainers lave
testifiedd, in explivit terms, ta an jmprovement in
dealth from the entive renuneiation ot aleoholic
liguors.

* Flie moral results, however, of the Temperance
movement, in proportion as it has been supported,
commeind it most powerfully to your favour. Stbriety,
indnstey, thrift, forethought, personal vespr ctability,
domestic cowfart, and social progress have been its
cammon attendants. Multitudes of the onee reckless
and abindoned bave bren browsht by its means to
frequent the house of Gody and to profess faith in the
Redeesmer,  Tts association with the extensive revi-
vals of relimon in Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and
other parts, iz matter of general and jodisputable
testimony 5 and this assoeiation, whethier as cause or
effiert, hiss hronght into striking relief the natural op-
position existing hatween an earnest pi nd all the
sources of intemperanee involved in the sale and use
of intexicating deinks  Who can now aflirm that the
vromotion of the Temperanee reform is a slight npon
the preaching of the Gospel and the work of the
Holy Spirit 7 Ou the contrary, Tatal Abstinenco
has provedl in every district an eflicient pibneer of
the Gospel message, as well as a conrse of fite to
which the intemperate have been disposed by the
influenee of the Spisit upon their hears.  We are so
far frem believing that the Temperance movemaent .
cat receive too mnch support from Christians, that
we monrn over the limited measure of this support
in the past, as having limited the measure of thove
moral and spiritnal benefits which might have been
realised in richer variety and afllnence.  If daring
the last twenty yenrs wll the minigters of religion in
the United Kinglom (uot to speak of our church-
oflicers and members)—nay, if only the whole body

Clergy of the United Kingdom referred to in our
lusl. It was signed hy 212 ministers—22 of
whom held charges in Seotlund :—

« Dear aned Honoured Brethren,— Within the Jast
thirty years the Temperance movemnnt has assumed
a high position among the social reforms of the agea,
It originated, as you may know, with Christian men ;
and thousands of Christian winisters throughout the
world have allied thamselves with it. A ureat ma-
Jority of the membiers and ministers of our own de-
nominationin the United Statesand British provinees
of North America have espoused it ; und as we rejoice
to rank ourselves with its adherents, we now frater-
nally invite your im[mrliul consideration of its prin-
ciplesand elaims.  This we do as pledged or practical
abatainers, and without fecling commitied to an un-
qualified approval of the means employed for its
advancement.

* Should you inquire what, in our judgement,ought
to determine our line of conduct, as Christians and
Christian ministers, in refereuce to the ‘T'emperance
cause, we unhesitatingly point to the spirit and mo-
tives of the Christian religion. Scriptural examples
of abstinence (divinely approved), and Scriptural de-
lineations of the deceitfulness of intoxicating liquors,
might be cited ; but to do this is not here required.
1f we bave learnt ¢ the truth asit is in Jesus,” we shall
not he slow to adopt the means shown to he most prac-

ticable and efficiont for the suppression of great evils.
A

of our Baptist brethren in the ministry ad abstained
from intoxicating drinks and advocated abstinence
—can we doubt that innumerable blessings, not yet
enjoyed by society and the chureb, would have Lioen
the assured resale?

* We, therefore, beseech a prayerful review on
your part, dear and honoured brethren, of this greac
social question ; one of life or death to millions horn
or unborn.  Qur sacred ealling renders our course of
action, in regard to public movements, peculiarly in-
fluential tor goud oc evil.  OQur responsibility is vast
and solewn. Lot us in this matter be as “vigilant
watchmen giving the timely warning, Lot usbe free
from the bloml of all men, Let supineness vanish be-
fore the asseveration, *‘I'o him that knoweth to do
gooll, and douth it not, to him it is a sin ; and let
emulation be stirred up by the exhortation, ¢ To do
#ood, and to communicate forget not, for with such
sacrifices iy God well pleasel’ Do not underestimate
the influonce, favourable or unfavourable, which you
are constantly exerting on the Temperance move-
ment; for its further prozress depends much on
the decisions which the Christian ministry may form
and embody. If there by any virtae and any praise,
may you think upon this thing, when alone with con-.
science and with God, in the light of work to be done
and a future nceount to give The Holy Spirit helping
us, let us be of one heart and one way, in obedience
to the sacred oracle, * Whether ye eat or drink, or

whatsoever you do, do all to the glory.of God'” " *



