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DURING the last hours of the dying year we ail look
back. Most of us look back with mingled feelings of
gratitude and regret-gratitude for Gods rnercies and
regret for our own shortcornings. Whas spent
1887 as it ought to have been spent ? Who bas not
failed in duty scores of times ? Even when discharged
fairly weil as regards mariner, the spirit in which duty
has been done bas often bcen far from the spirit of
Christ. We must ail plead guilty before the Eternal
Judge. But why spend the closing hours of the year
in useless regrets ? Having corifessed and asked for-
giveness for the past, let ail begin the New Year in a
grateful, hopeful spirit. Let us be thankful that our
sins and shortcomings are atoned for by Him who is
mighty to- save, and begin the New Year determined
to love Him more and serve Him better. Past errors
may be utilized as warnings to keep us from sirnilar
errors in future. Past failures may be made to con-
tribute to future successes. A wise man cari malie
the past help the future mightily.

'~IT is customary at this season to make good eo
iutioùis. These resolutions are so frequently broken
that sneering at them bas also becorne a custorn.
Pick up almos 't any newspaper next Monday or Tues-
day, and you will be pretty sure to find a number of
small jokes at the expense of the penitents who have
been 1'swearing off." That many New Year's resolu-
tions should be treated in this way is flot a matt er of
wonder. Many of thern are thoughtlessly made and
quickly broken. Still the making of such resolutions
is a hopeful thing. It shows that'the maker has with-
in him a desire-feeble it may be, but still a desire-
to be a better man and to lead a better life. That de-
sire is a good thing. 'A man is neyer in a more hope-
less condition than when he bas- no desire to be or
do better. The New Year's resolutiori shows that the
man who makes it thinks at least once a year. He
takes stock and tries to forrn a reasonably correct
estimate of himself. That, too, is a good thing.
There is littie hope for a mani wbo does flot think
seriously at least once a year. Instead then of be-
littling New Year's resolutions, let ail look upon tbemn
as good as far'as they go-as evidence that the maker

* stili measures hirnself moraliy, and bas a desire to
do and be better.

MR. S. H. BLAKE is reported to have taken strong
ground in an address delivered last week against
holding meetings on Sabbath afternoons-ostensibly
to promote the înterests of temperance, but really to
further the interests of municipal candidates. The

voice, we believe, the sentiments of ninety-nine out of
every bundred Presbyterians in Canada. Is it nota li-
tde singular that an Episcopalian and a lawyer should
have been the first to raise bis voice in public on this
question, and express the view s held by a large
majority of Presbyterians ? There was a time when
Presbyterians were considered the boldest defenders
of the Sabbath. Has that time past ? Or is the
defence merely kept in abeyanceuntil the elections
are over.

MR. CHARLES HUTcHINSON, County Attorney for
Middlesex, writes sorne very thougbtful and suggest-
ive letters to the press on the working of the Scott
Act. Mr. Hutchinson is a temperance mari, anid as
a criminal lawyer of thirty years' experierice, his
opinions are well worthy of corisideration. On the
qluestion of employing detectives, MNr. Hutchînson
lias this to say:

Here 1 would say that I would gladly see thte mploying
ol whiskiey informers altogether abandoned. They are pro-
bably indispensable for the purposes of the Cîooks Act, but
Scott Act people sbould endeavour to get on witbnut resort-
ing to sucb questionable devices. 'Fhey could very easily
were they as active and determined aç' they should be. 1
bave bad a good deal of experience with wlriskey informers,
I amn sorry to say, and have no confidence in the breed. As
a rude tbey are as willing to seli an irispector as a tavern-
keeper, and unless corroborated their testimoriy is anyîhing
but reliable. No doubt these mnen are often useful, and
might be advantageously employed in certain ways, but the
evîdence, in whicb a conviction is sought, should, 1 think,
l>e of a différent and better quality, and yer sucb as migbt
be easily got. The Scott Act Associations working through
or.iinary channels in concert with the inspecu ors could sup-
ply ail the evidence required, anid 'itb rnuch better tffect.
1 say this from experience, and without besitation or doubt.
The employment of detectives by Temperance and
other moral reform associations is a question that will
stand more discussion than hias yet been given to it.
Is it rigbt for Christian people to resort to what Mr.
Hutchinson as a criminal lawyer calis "questionable
devices "?, Is it right to empioy a man wbo will de-
ceive, tell lies, act lies, personate, drink, and do
a good many dou btful tbings to convict liquon-sel-
lers, or any other ciass of offenders ? 0f course the
law officers of the Goveriment employ detectives
without any scruple, but that is not the question.
Should sucb means be employed by professedly
Christian men in carrying on moral reforms ? Does
the business~ not look dangenously like doing evil that
good may corne? As the judges say, "We are ready
to hear argument on that point."

M INISTERS who have grave doubts about the value
of pastoral visitation might do a worse thing than
ponder over the following, remarks recently made by
Dr. McCosh, of Princeton. A good time to study
tbem would be New Year's Day when the resolu-
tions for the New Yean are beirig formed. Dr. Mc-
Cosh said :

A minist er will flot be able to reach the hearts of bis peo-
pie unless he visits among thein. I remember that wberi
I begari ro preach I bad about twenty carefuIly-prepared
sermons. But some fifteeri of tbem I would flot preach ;
they were not fitted to move men andi women, ard I burned
tbemn. I neyer. learned to preach tilI I visited ainong my
pecple ; they encouraged the yourig mari with ruddy coun-
teriance, anid they opened their bearts [o me. The working-
mari spoke of bis difficulties in making the enids meet, and
the dying mari committed bis childreri ru me, anid the grand-
mother thariked me for niy kindnesi in teiching bier grandson
in my Bible class. No part of a minister's lite is so rich in
memories as these pastoral visitations. I bad sometimes
difficulties in winnirig certain seif-&ufficient and sulky men.
But I waited and watched for opportunities. Sometimes I
gained the husband by the wife, more frequently the father
by the chiliren. I remember one tradesman of skill and
characten wbo shied ail my attempts to bring him to church.
But I kept my eye upen bim, and the fit time came. lie and
bis family were prostrated by maligriant and irifectious lever.
I was with them daily, arid, tbanks to God, wber ibe re-
covered lie was won to Christ anid His Cnurch.
The fonegoing seems to confirm the nemark often
made that the elements of success are subsîantially the
same in every walk of life. The qualities that made
tgthe young man witb the ruddy countenance" 50o suc-

UL TRA MONTA NISM.

Aýr the recent Washinigton meeting of the Amierican
brancb of the Evangelicaýl Alliance, Bishop Coxe, of
Buffalo, read a paper' on Uitramontanism, which be
defines thus : "Ultramontanism is a formidable word,
but it means what is popuiarly cailed Jesuitism." The
paper contains nothing that can be excepted to on the
score of intolerance or rancour. There is no attempt
to arouse virulent religious animosity. The Bisbop is
caref il to say that be is flot speaking against the
Roman Catbolic faith, but against tbe methods pur-
sued by the Jesuit fraternity. He shows that Jesuit-
ism is not essentiai to the Roman Catholic religion.
In proof of this he cites the action of tbe Gallican
Cburch iri its struggle to retain its rigbts and privi-
ledges. The fact tbat successive Popes and ail Euro-
pean Catholic States had expelied the Order because
it wvas inimical Lu the public welfane of the nation was
proof sufficient that the Roman Catholic religion and
Jesuitism were flot identical.

Dr. Coxe refers to the fact that iri bis better days
Pius IX. sent tbe Jesuits out of Itaiy, indicating
that whene the Papacy bas its seat the order founded
by Ignatius Loyola is flot beld ini high esteem. The
recaîl of the order by Pius and their ceaieless efforts
to control the poIicy of bis successor-in ail respects
an abler man than he wbo for a time went under the
the titie of tbe Reforming Pope-show that the power
bebind the Papal tbrone is fan from beirig subon-
dinate. In the appoiritment of cis-Atlantic candi-
nais, the foundatiun uf a great Roman Catholic uni-
vensity, in the at.empts to control the labour move-
ment and in dealing witb the case of Dr. McGlynri,
Dr. Coxe discerns indications that ere long Jesuit-
ism wili make an effort to control the destinies
of the Amenican Repubiic. Then its' freedorii
and integrity would be menaced. Bishop Coxe
is no alarmist, no intolenant fanatic, but a calm and
levei-beaded observer of tendencies and events.
He by no means stands alone in bis opinions.
No one wbo, apant from politicai manoeuvning, notices
the curnent of events, cari fail to discenn that fromn
the Vatican constant efforts are made to secure influ-
ence ini the control of the public affairs of States for
the sole purpose of advancing the' nule of the Papacy
over the minds of mer. Thene is a constant endeavour
to interfere with elementary education evenywbere.
The object in view is not very remote, as may be seen
by a quotation made by Bisbop Coxe fromr a Roman
Catholic book of instruction for chi idren, printed in
the United States. It is as follows:

Q. Have Protestants ary faith in Christ ? A. They
neyer had.

Q. Why not? A. Because there neyer lived such a
Christ as they imagine and believe in.

Q. In wbat kinu of a Christ do tbey believe ? A. In one
of wbom they cari make a liar with impiinîty, whose doc-
trine they cari interpret as they please, and who does not
cane what a man believes provided be be an honest mari be-
fore the public.

Later on, the book states that aIl Protestants ",die jr
their sins and are damried."

Such teacbing will, in time, produce its effects, and
these can only be depi onable. The arrogant pretentions
of Uitnamontanism to xneddle with the goverriment
of nations nmust be flnmly and èmphatically repudiated.
No Cburcb as such bas any rigbt, buman or divine, to
arrnogate to itseif dominance over state affairs. Its
furiction and sphere are punely spiritual. Within its
own legitimnate limits it will find ail the wonk and
more that it can possibly overtake. If Jesuitism in its
crusade against free government choose to force the
conflict, the iýattIe for liberty will be fought with a re-
suit that will be surprising to the adbenents of a
pniestiy despotism.

CIV! C DUTIES AND RESPONSZBZLITIES.

THIS week the Canadian people are called upon to
perform an important duty pentaining to thein citizen-
ship. In every municipality offilcers for the year have
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