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Full of affability, there was yet a
dignity and inborn stateliness, whicli
inado fainiliarity impossible except
to his niat intixnate friends. A son
of the his, dowered Nvith an indoin-
itable il4 lie hiad ncvertheless the
tenderness of a child. He wvas
-"lord of a grent heart. " I-is home
,%Vas a " holy of hioles in the beau-
tifuil affection whicl hoe clîerished
for lus loved ones.

Ris great afflictions, particulauly
tîmat of blindness, profoundly en-
richied his spiritual being. In the
earlier years hie wrestled with giant
doubts concerning the f uture, and
riny a tue ho b as initerrogated me
regarding the last utterances and
dèepest feelings of mutual friends,
in the supreme moment of dissolu-
tion. But of later years he had
passed through the "sunless guifs
of doubt," and reached the delect-
able land wvhere "the sun shines
always, and the Palace Beautiful is
in sigyht." Hie wvas keenly sensitive
to the things of God, dwvelt in the
presence of thie Living Christ, looked
up iute Ilis face, took finii by the
hand, and feit the personal trans-
forming of His indwelling 11f e.

The Divine nieaningy of niglit is
thiat the outwvard is shrouded, and
the eyes are carried te tlue far dis-
tances and fixed on the great ligbits
in tue infinite abysses of space. So,
as lie walked in night, removed from
thie outer world, there was opened
to his seul the visions of the unseen
and the spiritual, and lie " eudured
as seeing, Hini wluo is invisible."
Ho biad the inward eye, whichi is
the ''l)1iss of solitude," and this mail
wlho excrcised, perhaps, the great-
est, dcepest and inust beneficial in-
fluience on the Churcli, acquired hiis
insighit and poiver by a iierpetual

absorption iii the things that are
invisible, and by hiaving climbed
those lucigliti that are not sighted
by ordinary experience. This is
wvhy his later utterances respecting
political, social and ecclesiastical
questions were often misunderstood.
Hie saw wvith tlue seer's vision, and
iii the light that faîls not upon sca
or land. It ivas rather the prophet
uttering bis warnings wîth no falter-
ingy accent, but with sluarp-cut and
convincing speech.

Iiito the privacy of luis daily life cf
suffering, which hie bore as a hiero,
we niust net intrude. Hie line-t
whiat crucifixion nueant. Hie had his
Gethisemane and luis Calvary. He
suriered with thue Man of sorrows
and acquainted with g"-ief, and by
such discipline was brougiiý into the
glorious company cf suchI 1111î:tA' 3
as Paul,, with bis thorn in tlue flesh,
Robert Hall, with luis excruciating
pain, and Spurgeon with bis life-long
and intense sufferings.

Blessings, a thousand blessiiigs,
upon the Church for which lie lab-
oured se heroically and se faithfully!
Blessings, a thousand blessings, upouu
tho army cf young niisters inspired
by bis teaching and example! Bless-
ings, a thiousand blessings, upon that,
sorrowing widow, that angel cf nier-
cy, tbrougu whose tender and self-
sacrificing, love and --are lie wvas able
te furnish bis herculean service te
the Churcli -.and upon those luvilng
daughters, who were eyes and bauds
te lini, and who returned bis af-
fection ii a love unceasing, and
abiding 1

And boueur, all hionour, te, the
menxory cf George Douglas, wbiose
name will be forever embalmcd in
the traditions aud annals cf the
Canadian Metliodist Churcli!

"THou, 0 niost conîpassionate!
Who didst stoop to our estate,
Drinking cf the cup we drain,
Treading, in our patli cf pain,-

"Show thy vacant toaib, and let,
As cf old, the angels sit,
Whispering, by its open door,
'Fear net! He hath gene before!'

- Whittier.

417


