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lory, arrest any particular chum 
of this man Cranston ; also a 
young man, almost a boy, pos
sibly employed here—probably 
a relative or closely connected 
with Cranston’s chum. That 
will do, doctor. Thanks 1 Any
thing stolen ?”

The detective glanced inquir
ingly at the cashier.

“No,” replied that official.
The Thinking Machine drop

ped back on the couch, closed 
his eyes, and lay silent for a 
moment.

“Pretty bad pulse, doctor,” he 
remarked at last. “Charge your 
hypodermic again. What bank 
is this, Mr. Mallory?”

“Grandison National,” the de
tective informed him. “What 
happened to you? How did it 
come you were in the vault?”

“It was awful, Mr. Mallory— 
awful, believe me!” was the re
ply. “I’ll tell you about it after 
a while. Meanwhile be sure to 
get Cranston and—”

And he fainted.
Twenty-four hours’ rest in his 

own home, under the watchful 
eye of a physician, restored The 
Thinking Machine to a physical 
condition almost normal. But 
the whys and wherefors of his 
mysterious presence in the vault 
of the bank were still matters 
of eager speculation, but specu
lation only, to both the police 
and the bank officials. His last 
words, before being removed to 
his own apartments, had been a 
warning against the further use 
of the vault ; but no explana
tion accompanied it.

Meanwhile Detective Mallory 
and his men rounded up three 
prisoners—Harry Cranston, a 
middle aged and long trusted 
employee of the bank ; David 
Ellis Burge, a young mechanical 
engineer with whom Cranston 
had been upon terms of great 
intimacy for many months ; and 
Richard Folsom, a stalwart 
young nephew of Burge’s, him
self a student of mechanical en
gineering, They were held upon 
charges born in the fertile mind 
of Detective Mallory, carefully 
isolated from one another and 
from the outside.

The Thinking Machine told 
his story in detail, incident by 
incident, from the moment of 
the telephone call until the trap 
door closed behind him and he 
found himself in the vault of a 
bank. His listeners, • Detective 
Mallory, President Hall and 
Cashier Randall of the Grandi
son National, and Hutchinson 
Hatch reporter, absorbed it in 
utter amazement.

“Certainly it was the most 
elusive problem that has ever 
come under my observation,” 
declared the diminutive man of 
science. “It was so elusive, so 
compelling, that I indiscreetly 
placed my life in dan-

§er twice, and I didn’t know 
efinitely what it all meant until 

I knew I was in the vault. No 
man may know that slow suffo
cation, that hideous gasping for 
breath as minute after minute 
went by, unless he has felt it. 
And, gentlemen, if I had been
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