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‘was greeted with applause and cheers
when he arose at 3.15 and sald: “Mr.
Speaker, with the indulgence of the
House, I desire to make a personal
_explanation.” He related that prior
“to his departure from Ottawa for Eng:
Jand on March 9 last he had told the
Prime Minister and some others of
his colleagues of the necessity for his
vigit to Europe. He had asked the
Prime Minister to see 8ir Wilfrid
Laurier and ascertain if any question
relating to the militia department
which would require his presence in
Ottawa was likely to arise, It was
agreed that he should, himself, see
the leader of the opposition. He had
done so and he had also spoken to
Mr. E. M. MacDonald, of Pictou, Mr.
A, K. MacLean, of Halifax, and others
and had enquired if there was any like-
lihood that anything would arise which
would necessitate his remaining in Ot-
tawa. Sir Wilfrid Laurier had said
that he knew of nothing which would
necessitate the presence of the minis-
ter of militia at home but had said he
could not take the responsibility of
speaking for all his followers, Other
members of the opposition had spoken
similarly.

He had, therefore, left for England.
"It is needless to say,” continued Sir
Bam, “that I did not go duck hunting
with a brass band and that I did not
placard the fact that I was crossing
the ocean. The statement was given
out that I was going south, which was
true. The day before I went away,
the member for Carleton (Mr. Can
vell) was speaking, I had intimated
to that gentleman that I was going
away and those who remember that
night will recall how his eye wandered
to the clock, He was praying for
‘night or Bleucher.' (laughter.) He
repeated himself over and over again.
1 was unkind enough to think he was

GIVES LE DIREGT T0 GAIT ALLEGATIONS

aotion and I shall not do so. But I
shall enquire what was the moving
spirit behind that speech. Was it to
get the truth? If it was, all the honor
able member had to do was.te com-
municate with Col, David Carnegie or
Sir Alex. Bertram. Was it to gain no-
torlety? If it was, he has had it but
it will be short. Was it to injure the
Tory party, the horrible Tories? 1f
it was I have every reason to believe
he will fail.

“Was it in the cause of human Hber-
ty? I want to tell my honorable friend
that only truth and right directing a
powerful attack can win for that cause.
Was it petty, parochial party politics?
I leave the public to come to their
own conclusion. Was it to take ad-
vantage of the feelings of the highly
strung Canadian people whose sons
are fighting in the trenches? However,
he is responsible to his own conscience
and to his own constituency.”

The Minister of Militia said that at
the outset no one could be induced to
touch contracts for the manufacture
of shells. “The horde of selfseekers
who afterward came to the front
could not be induced for love or
money to help the cause in the begin-
ning,” he asserted. “Banks interfered
who subsebuently pestered Gen. Bert-
ram to bolster up little concerns all
over the country, Concerns with the
plant all ready ocould not be induced
to come forward and help the Empire.
There was uncertainty as to gapital
and as to the duration of the war and
there was great need to remove de-
pressing influsnces that were abroad
in the community. But there were
men who were not afraid. A few step-
ped into the breach and the manufac.
ture of shells was begun; money be-
gan to circulate and they found that
Canadians ocould play their part in
that as well as in other directions. The
next was the confident stage. Every-
body wanted to get in. People talked

killing time because it was known I
was leaving next day at noon and it
was the only chance I had to get at’
him, (laughter.) 1 asked him that
night to finish his speech and 1 would |
be only too delighted to take what few |
minutes were necessary for a reply
before I left. But he pleaded weari-
ness, the sympathy of the speaker was |
granted him and he got leave to finish |
his speech next day.”

Sir Sam said he would not refer to|
his visit to England or to the splendid |
work of the Canadian soldiers at the
front, too many of whom were going
down. When he had received a mes-
sage that statements had been made |
in the House involving the honor of |
the shell committee and to that extent
his own, he had taken the earlest
available steamer and returned to
Canada. “I was glad and I am glad
of the opportunity to clear the atmo-
sphere,” he affirmed earmestly. i

After thanking Hon, A. E. Kemp
for his administration of the depart-
ment of militia during the past six
weeks, Sir S8am Hughes continued: “I
have this to say that during my atten-
dance at the sittings of the royal com-
mission I shall do myself the honor,
as is my custom, when temporarily
absent to ask the prime minister to
look after anything in connection with
my department.

What Was Real Motive?

“On my return,” he said, “I was
surprised at the character of the state-
ments made by the member for Rich-
mond (Mr. Kyte.) I did expect some-
thing really important, It is no part
of a member's duty or his right to im-
pugn the motives of another member’s

|than any other companies on the con:
ngeic

| ase x,mu government

through Morgan and Company has re-

|tract for 1,000,000 time fuses.

in millions instead of thousands and
there were agents and promoters
everywhere.”

Sir Sam understood Mr. Carvell to
have alleged that contracts for fuses
were let to parties who had no inten-
tion of making fuses and that millions
were handed over and would be lost

to Britain. “The fact is,” proceeded |ris, could be induced to make fuses
the minister, “that the two companies |in the Dominion. Once at the Chateau
with whom these contracts were made | Laurier, when I had been begging

are now employing nearly 8,000 men
and have invested in the plant and
{ material about $6,000,000. They have
| done better in the production of fuses

tinent of North Am
the case that the

S0 much Is

cently given one cbmpany an addi.
tional contract fos 4,000,000 time
fuses and the other an additional con.
Every
dollar advanced to these companies
was protected by a guarantee bond
from the strongest trust company in
New York, the Guaranty Trust Com-
pany of New York, and, incidentally
by the vast fortunes of the men be-
hind them. When I say that the Am-.
erican Tobacto Company was behind
one company and gentlemen having
personal fortunes of up to ten million
dollars were behind the other, it was
no wonder the Guaranty Company was
ready to guarantee the advances. The
money went for the purpose for which
it was intended for plant and mater-
fals, It may be noted that the advance
in money to these companies was only
15 per cent. of the contracts whereas
the usual advance through Morgan and
Co. is 25 per cent. of the contract.”
Sir Sam admitted that in the light of
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later experience it might have been
better to have undertaken the manu.
facture of fuses in Canada.

Regarding Col. Allison.

Sir Sam Hughes then spoke of Col.
J. Wesley Allison. That gentleman,
he said, was formerly associated with
Vanderblit's and with Dr. Webb on the
New York Central Rallway. He was,
the minister thought, a purchasing
agent. At all events he was at that
time and still was respected in the
United States, Sir Sam said that at
the beginning of the war manufactur-
ers in the United States were uncer-
tin whether or not the then secretary
of state, Wm, Jennings Bryan, would
endeavor to prevent the delivery of
war supplies from the United States
to belligerent countries. Consequently
every country which purchased sup-
plies in the United States had to take
the responsibility of getting the goods
out of the country. “I was asked,”
continued the minister, “to look into
this end of the game and I enlisted the
services of Col, Allison. First the
goods were shipped over to Canada by
ferry but that eould not handle the
volume and whole train loads came
in and by arrangements with the min.
ister of customs these goods were ad-
mitted free and were shipped to the
old country. Later through the instru-
mentality of this officer, it was discov-
ered that there was no necessity for
bringing those supplies through Cana-
da, They were, therefore, shipped di-
rect from the port of New York. So
well was this managed that the oolon-
ial secretary, Mr. Harcourt, told me
after this had been going on for a year,
that they still thought the goods were
going by the old route, through Cana.
da. “When the shell committee had
combed Canada from one end to the
other,” said the minister, “when I,
myself, had at their request, asked
fifty people to undertake the manufac.
ture of fuses in Canada, because a
shell without a fuse iz useless, not
one firm in Canada, with all due re-
spect to Mr. T. A. Russell, could be
induced to make fuses in this country.
I know articles have been padded up
and written but not one firm in Cana-
da, rot Mr. Russell, not Mr. Lloyd Har-

Canadian manufacturers to make fuses
and had been met with the statement
that they could not possibly make
them, I turned to Col. Allison and ask-
ed him 4if he could get capital to
come in and make them. After he
had asked for details and T said ‘I
den't ‘know anything about it, ask
Bertram." Later, he came to me and
mentioned a number of gentlemen. He
spoke of Patterson, a most capable
engs.ieer, and Dr. Harris, who is a
weaithy man in New York, and well
known in Canada, At first the idea
wis to have the fuses made in Canada
but there were no suitable buildings.
t would have been necessary to bufld
then: from the foundation, Finally, I
understand, it was decided as the Bri-
tish government was in a hurry to get
the fuses to have them made in the
United States in the meantime. I
know nothing about Col. Allison's con-
nectlon with these companies. I may
say frankly that T think Col, Allison,
if he did get anything out of these
concerns, is as mhuch ‘entitled to it, be-
cause he has delivered some goods, as
gontlemen who #éll sausagés, boots,
léather, breeches and other commodi-
ties up and down the Dominion of
Canada. (laughter.)

Reduced Price of Rifle Ammunition. '

Sir Sam said that when revolvers,
pistols, rifle ammunition and other
war material were to be purchased he
had again enlisted the services of Col.
Allison. The price, of rifie ammunition
for the British government had been
reduced from $42.50 a thousand rounds
0 $87.50 through the instrumentality
of Col. Allison. The price was further
reduced to $33 a thousand. Through
Col. Allison the minister had been
brought into touch with Mr, Bancroft
and Col. Thomas with the result that
motor trucks were delivered at $2,800
each as compared with the Hnglish
price of $5,240. “So that,” said Sir
Sam, “whatever Col. Allison's faults
may be—and I don't know that he has
many more than some of the rest of
us—he has at all events been instru-
mental in saving some money for the
taxpayers of the British Pmpire,”
The minister said that for revolvers
which should cost the Laurier BOV-
ernment In 1899 and 1900, $15.50
apiece, the present administration was
paying $14 each. For Colt automatic
pistols the price pald was $18.50 and
they had not been gold more cheaply
to any other country except the Unit-
ed States. It had been said that the
trade could get them for $14.50. The
trade, however, was compelled to pay
duty which would bring the price up
to $19.50. The Canadian government
had obtained the weapons at $18.50
each or at the same figure as was paid
by the French government and the
Russian government.

Sir Sam Hughes said that Hom.
Arthur Meighen had entirely refuted
Mr, Carvell’s allegation that the Shell
committes had awarded contracts for
the benefit of their own and allled
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companies. 'He pointed out that when
it was declared that shell manutactur-
ers in Canada had to use crucible or
acld steel and it was discovered that
only 400 tons of that material was
obtainable, Col. Thomas Cantley had
undertaken to experiment with basie
steel for the shell committee, At one
time the shell committee had gone in-
to the Nova Scotia Steel Company to
the extent of $500,000 and upwards for

and the International Arms and Fuse
Company 48,040,
plants

sraduation powder ring establishel

AP APPPIINARIAIA A AP IPNIANAPI
from the United States and that Can-
ada had turned out 800,000,000 pounds
of steel for wuse in producing shells.
“All T have to say In this connection,”
declared the minister, "“is that there
is nothing too good, in my opinion, for
Col. Thomas Cantley and the Nova
Scotia Steel Company.”

The minister sald that the British
government did mot regard the ques-
tion of the price of war materials as
the most impomant consideration, in
war time. What it wanted was the
proper quality. He and the members
of the shell committee, however, had
regarded theé question of price as a
very perious ome. Cen. Bertram and
Col. Carnegle bad investigated shell
prices both in Canada and the United
States and, he was satisfied, did their
duty squarely.,

“We are told,” said the minister,
“that im the contract for the fuses
there was a commission of a million
dollars. Waell, that iz only tem per
cent. on the whole transaction and
those gentlemen had to assume the
risk of German outrages, of a change
in pricegs and risks of everything. 1
tell this house today what will be
proven before the royal commission
in & day or #o, that not one firm on
the continent of North America could
be induced to touch the number 80
fuse at the pried ‘which was offered
and there {g hokone firm that is mak-

ing a dollar out of the number 80
fuse.” Gen. H added that' the
advande of $1,6 ¥ wndé: by\the

shell committes om the fuse contracts
was unsatisfactory to the contracting
firms in view of the fact that the
usual advance made by.the British
government was twenty-flve per cent.,
and they almost threw up the con-
tracts because they were cut down to
fifteen per cent.

Chasing Rainbows.

Returning to the alleged contrasts
for the division of profits on the Unit-
ed States fuse contracts, Sir Sam re
peated that he knew mothing of them,
but.if they had ever been entered inio
those wha had looked for such profits
would merely find, as others in gimilar
instanges had found, that they, . hai
a3 | been chaging rainbows. .

The minipter them. awent oh to in
stance otlier fuse contracts made on
this ¢ontinent to showshow they com-
pared in price-and speed of delivery.
He mentioned incidentally -&.contract
made by the Cauagian Car Company
through ‘Col. Allison with the Russ‘an
government - for 2,000,000 shraprel
shells at $15.76, whereas the British
government was paying the Morgan
Company $18.65 for the same gomplet-
ed shells. The Canadian Car Com-
pany had been advanced over $3,000.
000 before a fuse had been delivered;
the American Locomotive Company
over one and a half million; and tLe
American Car Company over one and
a half million. As for deliveries the
Canadian Car Company contract for
2,600,000 detonator fuses should have
been completed by March 81, 1916, but
on this date less than 100,000 fuses
had been delivered, The Canada Car
and Foundry Company, which had
contracted to deliver 2,600,000 time
fuses by July, had delivered only
95,000 to date; the American Car Co n-
pany, which should have delivered
one million last December, had de-
livered none, and the Bartlett-Hay
wood firm and Bddy{Stone Ammuni.
tion Company, both o©f which had
promised similar deliveries at the
same time, had also delivered none.
None had been delivered, either by
the Scovall Company or the Bethla-
hem Steel Company, which had prom
ired to deliver 2,000,000 and 1,000,000
pectively last D b The Am-
erican Locomotive Company were five
months behind in making their first
delivery. In the face of such & g41
eral condition as this, then, what
grounds were there for the eriticlsm
which had been made of the deliver
ies by the American Ammunition &
International Arms and' Fuse Com-
panies, the two firme to which ths

shell tee had given vont : 4
The lntemauonul Fuse and Arms
(o y's plant, tinued Sir Saia,

was sald by American manufactursrs
to be one of the most extensive and
best equibped in the world. As com-
pared with the statement of fuse de-
liveries made by other companies in
Canada and the United States which
he had read, Sir Sam pointed out that
the American Ammunition Company
had already delivered 707,000 fuses

JVhen both these

subceeded in  getting their

they would increass two or three
thousand fuses dally up to thefr maxi-
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with Turkey. I had the honor years
ago in this House of Commons of
pointing out that it was the ambition
of Germany to rule the North Sea, the
Baltic, the Adriatic and Aegean and
the Buxine. They have selted and
they control today nl} the vast re-
wources, agricultural, mineral- and

uring of those countries whish

mum production of from 18,000 to
20,000 fuses per day.

The minister then referred to the
alleged agreement between Alligoa,
Lignanti, Yoakum and others, for thu
division of profits. “! am assured,
that when the hon, member stood up
in his place in this House and pro
fessed to read from an agréemen:,”
continwed Sir Sam, “he knew there
was no such agreement in agreement.”

The “Soéuthern Rifle Deal.”

The minister then referred to what
Mr. Kyte called the southern rifle deal
rojating to a contraot for 500,000 rifles
between the Vickers Oompany and iOol,
J. Wesley Alllson whish would amount
to $6,500,000. Sir Bam explained that
this deal concerned some 600,000 rifies
which were said to have becn originally
shipped by the German government to
Brazil where there were many Ger
man ex-soldlers. Many governments
had sought to purchase them since the
war. Sir Sam himself had been asked
to secure them but had reported to the
British government that efforts would
be in vain and that 1t was only “a
ralnbow chasing deal.” He had simil-
arly reported in regard to @nother
deal Mr, Kyte had instanced, that con-
cerning another 140,000 rifies with
whose purchase Col. Allison had been
sald to have been connected. “If it
was true that Alllson was in them,”
continued Sir Sam, “then I reported
directly i hie best & it

1 have named. They control the rich
Industries of Belgium and its mines
in Lille, Armentires, and all those
great industrial centres. In Ruselan
Poland they have possession of the
vast mines and manufacturing estab-
lishments. In Galicla they control
very rich oil fields and the other in-
dustries there. In Serbia they have
abundance of copper from its mines.
Bulgaria with her vast resources is
with them and I see from recent state-
ments in the press that Roumania has
come to an agreement to furndsh Ger-
many with millions of tons of farm
produce. Hvery day the grandest rail.
way train in the world runs from Ber-
lin to Constantinople and the vast
resources of the Turkish Empire in
men and materials and products are
at their disposal. Every morning
shows that her submarines are not idle
and the commerce of the Allles is dis-
appearing from the face of the wa-
ters.

Such s the situation according to
the Germans. Yet, after an absence
of four or five weeks I find, on my
return to Canada, that two hundred
of the ablest men in the country, mem-
bers of the House of Commons, ia-
stead of being out helping the cause,
are sitting here listening to piffie of
that description.”

“The minister of militia {s still a
member of the pm'ernmen * replied
8ir Robert, Borden, “He has asked me
to undertake the administration of his

Allison as e stated, was to get $1.35
out of each rifle then I robbgd Wim ot
$1.25 each on 600,000 rifies in one case
and 140,000 rifies in another,”

The minister then went on to read
from the Hamsard of Mr, Kyte's re.
marks to show that that member had
given the impression that he wag:read:
ing from agreements in every case
when he endeavored to prove that
Allison had benefitted. “They say an
equivocation i8 worse than a false
hood,” sald the minister. “If the in-
ference from what 1 have read from
Hansard is not:that.the Richmond
mefaber was reading from an agree.
ment 4 do not understahd the English
language.” (Conservativé cheers.)
Then the Richmond member'‘'went on
té read a list of commisstons, which, 1
understand, turned the heads of the
House of Commons, the figures were
so magnificently large. All mainbows,
I am assured by my counse]l which has
been in New York awaiting my arrival,
that he has examined into these and
that not one dollar of this has ever
teen divided or ever will be divided.”

Mr. Kyte had clalmed that Allison
had benefitted from the southern rific
deal to the extent of §626,000, Not one
dollar had, as a matter of fdct, ever
been recelved by Allison from this
deal. The Richmond member had
claimed again that Allison had receiv-
ed $175,000 in the other purchase of
140,000 rifies. As a matter of fact,
Col. Allison had received not a dol-
lar from that.

“And yet a gentleman represemting
& free constituency in the Dominion,
knowing that he has no data whereon
to make them stands up here and tells

ment while he is pecupled with
the Investigation which had been
granted at the {nstance of honorable
gentlemen on the other side of the
Houge. 1 desiré to say that with re-
gard to the matters to whieh the right
hon, gentleman has alluded and which
are_now under Investigation the min-
ister of militia has assured me that
he not only desires but intends that
this Investigation shall be full and
complete to the end, and that he is
prépared from now henceforth to
place his time at the disposal of that
commission in order that very full in-
vestigation may be made.”

Inquiry Begins Today.

The prime minister continued that
he had urged the members of the com-
mission to organize as soon as possible
and ‘that as & result he was informed
the commission would meet tomorrow
and continue the investigation with
every possible expedition until it was
completed. Bir Robert continwed:

“The minister of militia had not be-
fore had an opportunity of making al-
lusion to certain mattere with which
it was sought to connect him through
the observations of honorable gentle-
men on the other sidé of the House.
Many allegations were introduced with
regard to the enormous profits sup-
posed to have been made by Mr. Alli-
son which were not connected so far
as I am aware, with the shell commit-
tee or with the minister of militia or
with the government in any shape,
manner or form whatsoever. The al-
legations of the honorable member for
Richmond were entirely new to me in
respect of nearly all these matters but
they were introduced in such a way

PG

this House and country these
able misstatements,” sald the minis

Absolutely Faise.

Mr, Kyte had gone on to refer to the
picric acid contract and c¢laim that it
had paid a commission of $362,600. As
a matter of fact not one dollar was
ever contracted for and mot one dol-
lar ever recelved for this contract,
‘The House had been told that AMison
and his confreres had in this matter
pocketed huge sums but there was not
& single particle of truth in that state.
ment.

Returning to the mlo contracts (o
conclusion, Sir Sam  Hughes sald
something about the prices at which
they had been made. “As far as the
No. 80 British fuse is concerned,” he
stated, tieman

contract and guarantes delv-
eries, in lots of & milllon at the prices
accepted by these concerns.”
8ir Sam nluaod at this point and
then resumed: “When in England 1
read an extract from a German paper
re the present conditions. The Ger
mans claim that since the outbreak of
the war they have added a popula.
tion of 556,000,000 to their domain.
They claim that they have annexed
Belgium almost entirely, the northera
portion of France, nearly all of Rus-
Poland, nearly

as to t the minis-
ter of militia with the supposed enor~
mous profits. Therefore notwithstand-
ing the criticism of my right hon.
friend I think it was a perfectly pro-
per thing for the minister of militia
to make the dbservations which he|:.'

tho house that it will be probed to the
bottom by this commission and that
o effort on the part of this govern-
ment will be wanting to that end, In
making that assertion to this house I
am expressing the determination and
conviction not only of everyone of my

ially of the Min-
ister of Militia himself.

“This matter will proceed tomor-
row,” contitued Sir Robert, “before
the tribunal which has been selected
and while that investigation is -Reing
carried out the Minister of tia
will glve his whole time anil his whole
energles to the investigation of the
truth and of the facts. I am nrepnred
at his request, although it is a very
great burden upon me, to undertake
to give my attention to the affairs of
hig department in order that the in-
terests of this country and doing its
part in the great battle which the em-
pire is carrying on may not be mis-
applied or may not suffer in apy way
whatsoever. That is the whole situa-
tlon which we have exposed frankly,
without any hesitation whatsoever, to
the members of this house and the
people of this country.” (Prolonged
Conservative cheering.)

Mr. E. M. MacDorald thén rose to
state that when the Minister of Milis
tia had approached Mr. A. K. MacLean
and himself and asked them whether
anything would probably eventuate in
the house which would interfere with
his voyage to England, they had both
referred him to 8ir Wiltrid Laurier
and had expressed no opinion on the
subject to themselves. This the min

ister himself confirmed when Mr,
MacDonald sat down.,
e el .

QUOTATIONS IN THE
S1. JOHN MAR

did in ref\ to the con-
tracts in onder to dissipate the idea
that he had any connection with them
or ‘that such contracts were, as a mat-
tér of fact, ever made, or any such
profits ever realized,

‘The object of hon. gentlemen on
the other side, at a very critical time
in the history of this country and of
the empire, seemed to be to swell up
n enormous sum of supposed profits
and by veiled insinuation to conneoct
the Minister of MiMtia with them. 1
am free to say there never was a
royal commission granted or recom-
mw to the crowa for the purpose
of inquirying futo the conduct of a
minister of crown that was passed on
such slender and slight found.

the orderdticouncil and the eomm
sion {ssued in pureuance of it in this
cage. In recommending that course
to H. R. H, the Governor-General I
went beyond the pledge that 1 had
given to this house and I went beyond
that pledge because I knew of the im-
pression which gémtlemen on the
other side of the house had éndeavor-
ed to create and because I was deter
mined that this matter ehould be
probed to the bottom.

Wil Be Probed To Bottom.

-mmumm. side of

1 want to tell my right hen. friend
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488 ° 47
<17 - 1T
250 “ 388
Pineap
Sliced . 2.12%“ 218
166 “ 170
170 .. A6
1.07%“ 110
Peuhes, 2. 1.80 “ 186
: |G 240 “ 345
Plums. Lombard 130 “ 186
Pumpkin .... .. 110 Y. 116
Rupborrlu casenans 3.17%" 2.20
Salmon—
5.00 “ 5.86.
676 " -6.85
860 .“ 860
1.32% “ 1385
o 242 ¢ 248
Provisions
Pork, Can. mess ... 29.00.  “ 2050
Pork, Am, clear ... 2078 “ 3000
Beef, Am. plate .... 26.00  “ 2550
Lard, pure ......... 016" 0.16%
Lard, comp,, tubs ... 0.14% “ 0.14%
Meats, oto. -
Deet—
Country ..oe sonse. 0.08 “ 908
Butchers' 000 “ 0413
Western . " 0a2
* 048
“ 0a2
- Al.
Pork, per Ib. ,. “ 004
Nutter-~
Tub .covee veeess 028 * 033
1 R 080 “ 93¢
Creamery .. 032 “ o3¢
Pegs, PR 030 “ 98
Hggs, oase ... 026 ' ‘028
Cheese, Can. 0.19%“ “9.20
Fowl, per 1b, . 000 'igag
Turkey; per 1b. .... 028 “ ¢3¢0
Ohickens, per I 0.98 : i
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Protests Natural

Co1

Decmon to Send E
Help Serbians’, Fore

Sir Edw. Grey

Commons.

Te

London, April 18—Measures taken

by the |

ments In Greek territory or In Greek territoria

'which G

has pr

the decision to send an expedition to help Serb
arrived at in the first Instance at the request of
Edward Grey, British foreign secretary, In the |

The foreign secretary’s statement

was mac

questjons as to whether protests had been rece
er an Invitation to send assistance was recelve
of Greece, and after the change of government

added that the Allles could ‘not recede

from th

given, Corfu was the nearest place of refuge |
80 they were gent there and thelr presence on

lled forces at Saloniki made It

y to tal

Greek Islands to protect the land forces and sh
murlnu operating In the ‘Aegean 8 ea.

“THROUGH GERMAN

The future of German trade con-
tinues to perturb those German news-,
papers which are not ‘wholly given
over to the “Gott strafe England” ob-
session, and a new note is now ob-
servable in their discussions of the
subject.

Germany’s commercial prosperity is
based on the free entry of her vast
manufactures into this country. At
all costs—this is the trend of the new
argument—the friends of the Father-
land in England (and their name, un-
happily, is legion) must make it im-
possible for this privilege to be ab-
rogated, or “Germany is pndone.”

Hven the Socialist “Vorwarts” has
been inveigled into this new campaign,
and devotes a long article to an in-
sidious appeal to all working men to
study the interests of the working men
in Germany in order to enable that
oountry to retain her commercial posi-

L

fi

Help the Huns!

‘The plea is veiled in the character-
15t16 German fashion of an appeal to
the material lntereuu of the artisan,
- the man of England is
“hno sensible to y'be Geceived by it:

While the struggle continues on the

attlefields and the end of the war is
still hidden in the dim distance, while
no one can yet say how the belliger-
ent nations will emerge from this hor-
rible campaign, both sides are prepar-
ing for a war on economic territory.

On neither side is the task a light
one, particularly when, as is the case
in England, certain interested groups
are utilising the opportunity to sound
the battle cry of tariff protection
which did duty on so many occasions
of political and parliamentary embar-
rassments years ago.

I£ the demands of these rather noisy
sections are realised, they would mean
a complete reversal of the regime of
Free Trade that has hitherto prevail-
ed. This is a danger that threatens
the well-heing of the prbletariat, not
only in England, but in this country
also. It is more than time the work:
ers’ movements in both groups of Pow-
ers should arm themselves against
this menace,

We make the appea.l with consider-
able misgiving, bgcause we fear that
the workers in all countries have been
so greatly influenced by “sentiments”
that they are no longer able to recog-
nize the real enemy when they see
dm, and thus have been led to fight
on the side of those groups whose
economic interests are diametrically
opposed to their own,

The situation is deplorable, but it
will not be hopeless if the men of com-
mon sense take their courage in their
hands and boldly call for an under-
standing with their brothers in Ger-
many and Austria-Hungary,

Long-LImbed Backfisch,

The Berlin “Lokalanzeiger” has
made another of its remarkable dis-
coveries in English social life:—

The present is the day of the
“khaki lady” in England. The coun-
try swarms with women of all ages
and conditions attired in something
approaching the khaki uniform, who
are doing duty, or are alleged to be,
i{n munition works, on the fields, in
factories, and in a hundred other use-
ful or ornamental spheres,

Hven - the longlimbed Backfisch
(sprat: German equivalent for the
term flapper) has joined the khaki
crowd. Why? Because there is money

lorsooth.
ml’:‘t‘anmple, there is Mr. Goodfor-
nothing.  He is in the trenches, but
Mrs. Goodfornothing mnow recelves
from 21s, to 40s. a week from the Gov-
ernment, and even more, according to
the number of children—more than
enough to enable her to get a piece of
fried fish from the nearest cookshop,
and a lttle bottle or two full of some-
thing from the tavern. The khaki
lady, indeed, finds herself so uncom-
monly well off in her new, husband-
less condition, that she scorns the
{dea of a change when or if her man
returns.

The Government is screaming aloud
from the very turrets of the House
of Parliament for women fleld-workers,
but the khaki “grass widow"” will have

ed Mrs.
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