ed e Standard

Street, St. John, Canada.

Y

MANAGING DIRECTOR-—Jas. H. Crocket.
EDITOR-S, D. Scott.

SUBSCRIPTION.
Morning Edition, By Carrle,, per year, $5.00
i » Mall, " 3.00

SWeekly Bdition, by Mail, per year, ..., 1.00
Weekly Edition to United States .. .. 1.02
: Single Copies Two Cents.

TELEPHONE CALLS:
Business Office .. .. «+ Main 1722
Bditorial and News .. «v +s +» +» Main 1748

s e

BAINT JOHN,

.Tlll."RSDAY MORNING, 24, 1910

THE POLITICAL NAVY.

ft s stated on behalf of Str Wilfrid Laurier that
Bie has carefully studied the temper of the whole country
and has adopted & naval policy which, in his opinion,
can be carrled through with the least friction. This
statement of the case may be fairly correct. It means
that the premier is building a political navy. He has
pot considered how he may do most for the defence
of the Empire, but how he may do most for the defence
of his own administration. The scheme may suit the
end for which it is designed, better thanta plan which
would add to the strength of the Empire on the seas.

But the problem before the Canadian people is not
the one which 8ir Wilfrid is represented as having de-
cided. 'The question is how we may render the best ser-
vice to the Empire with the money we have to spend.
Not one man in ten throughout the country believes
that the government plan will give such a result. The
plan is defended because it {s the only one which a
certain wing of the Laurier party will support. It is
excused because the ministers could not agree on any-
thing better, It is supported on the ground that it
i8 best for the party. Politiciang commend it on the
ground that the money will be expended in the country.
Those on the patronage like it because they will get
their share. Grafters find it in the promise and
potency of good things to come. But it is not seriously
claimed that it the Empire gets into trouble this pro-
posed fleet will be of any great advantage, Everybody
knows that when we shall have spent our millions on
this programme, the British taxpayer will have to pay as
much as he would if we had done nothing. All that
he saves is what we pay for obsolete cruisers. Men in
office or in politics may say what they like, but the people
at large would prefer to pay thelr money for something
real, If they pay for a fighting machine, they wish to
have & real fighting machine bought with the money.
fhey do not desire to pay for Imperial defence and buy
Canadian politics, They are not asking Sir Wilfrid to
fnvest their money in autonomies that they already pos-
goss, It is not thelr wish that this patriotic contribution
be turned into an industrial offering to some of them-

gelves, Kspecially they object to have this particular
money directed into the pockets of the middlemen, 1t
dredge money, Transcontinental railway money, and

wharf money must be used as party spoil, that is bad
enough. But the people would like to have their de-
fence contribution held sacred, it all the rest of the
public money is turned into party channels,
ELECTORAL REFORM.
1t is agreed at Fredericton that the Attorney General
bhas taken a proper course in respect to the reform of

ihe election law, A committee of members of both
parties will take up such amendments as have been pro-
posed, and will draft a measure containing such amend-
fuents as are thought desirable. The matter will thus

be takén up in a non-partisan spirit. This method was
followed when the present secret ballot was adopted.

Among the draft bills to go to the committes Is
the one prepared by the electoral reform association of
Westmorland, an organization which has already accoms
plished a vast amount of good. Through the efforts
ot this soclety, the last federal election and the last
provincial election in Westmorland were contested with.
out corrupt expenditure, Befare that the county was
motorious for the amount of money spent in bribery.
When the organization took hold the discovery was made
that the leaders of both parties were glad to escape from
the burden that the old method had imposed upon them,
and it may be fairly said that they welcomed honest
elections on: moral grounds. The Westmorland move-
ment included a compact between party leaders and
managers. We have had such compacts in St. John.
‘hey have been kept and all who took part in the work
of election day found their task more agreeable.

There is no doubt that voters can be found in New
Brunswieck constituencies to take all the money that is
available, But it is equally certain that the vast major
ity of the people would like to see the end of it, and that
ihis majority includes three out of every four of the
men who would handle bribery money if it were provi-
ded, It would he safe to go farther and say that
most of those who take money would be satisfled to
vote without it if they were sure that no one else was paid
for his vote, This province is ready for a reformation,
and if those practical men who have been successful in
‘Westmorland, are suggesting legislation that will be
Bielptul in this matter they ought to have it

THE ASQUITH PLEDGES,

Mr. Assulth and his colleagues are in peril from
their own campaign speechies, ‘These declarations were
intended to destroy the enemy, but they are now turned
against the speakers. Mr. Asquith gave a Home Rule
pledge which was intended to satisfy Mr. Redmond
and his followers, and to win Irisk votes for Liberal
candidates in Hngland and Scotland. This pledge is

|commission are on trial,

But Mr. Redmond snd Mr. Mertin seem to be o
perfectly good ground.
paigu apnouncing e programme cannot expect to escape
from it whep the time fro action comes. It may be
assumed that the electors took these pledges seriously.
Mr. Asquith, Mr, Churchill, and Mr. Lloyd-George must
do the same.

THE TRANSCONTINENTAL FRAUDS.

The Lumsden investigation has brought to light
some astonishing evidence given in the arbitration pro-
ceedings. It will be seen by the statements of the in-
gpecting engineers themselves, that the classification is
a mere sham. Instead of measuring the quantities of
solid rock, loose rock and earth excavation, the In-
gpectors guessed the percentages. They classified
sometimes as solid rock, sometimes as loose rock, the
material that was dug up by, a plough with horses. Fro-
zen earth they called loose rock, or if there were stones
with it, they made it solid rock. When it is remember-
ed that the price of loose rock is more than double that
of common excavation, and that the price of solid rock
is six times that of common excavation, the importance
of these frauds will be partially understood.

The arbitration proceedings showed that the com-
placent engineers reported solid rock in cuts the sides
of which were earth, while the rock extracted could
not be found. Pits sunk where they had reported solid
rock, disclosed nothing of the kind. :

The disclosures agree exactly with the charges
made by Engineer Hodgins, who was discharged when
he refused to allow these classifications. They confirm
the charges made by Assistant Chief Engineer Woods,
whose charges the goversment members of the Hodgins
committee refused to investigate. They confirm the
statements made by Chief Engineer Lumsden. very
stage in these inquiries discloses a general condition of
rottenness and graft, which goes a long way to explain
why the Transcontinental is costing more than double
the government estimate. When the simple process of
calling ordinary earth solid rock multiplies the cost
of the work by six, it is not surprising that an estimate
of fifty-three millions has been raised to one hundred and
twenty-six millions, with the last stages yet to be heard
from,

PUBLIC WORKS,

The Chief Commissioner of Public Works had control
last year of the expenditure of almost exactly half a
million dollars. Of this, $186,102 was for permanent
bridges, and is charged to capital, Other bridges and
the roads cost $215,000., On the provincial hospital the
Works Department expended $42,600, but this was large-
ly due to the fire, and is not a regular expenditure. Leg-
islative buildings and offices cost $10,831 for maintenance,
and repairs, with new vault fittings, electric wiring and
other improvements. The normal school building cost over
three thousand dollars, Payments of the department for
steam navigation were over $16,000, and $6,000 went for
wharves,

The report of bridge contracts shows that in every
case the contract went to the lowest tenderer, and that
in most cases there was lively competition, with some-
times as high as nine bidders for wood and stone struc-
tures, and six tenderers for steel superstructures,

Mr. Macdonald, editor of the Globe, who i8 defendant
in the action of Mr. Foster for slander and libel, has
succeeded in one of his pleas, Nothing can be done
with Mr. Macdonald’s speeches because it is successfully
pleaded that they do not charge Mr, Foster with the
commission of a crime. When Mr. Macdonald was mak-
ing the speeches, he challenged Mr. Foster to call him
to court to prove his statements, When Mr, Foster
called him he got away on the above plea. There re.
main the statements of the Toronto Globe and these
are the subject matter of the trial now in progress,

The government and the Transcontinental Railway
They have legal officers of
their own, paid by the people. They have engaged out-
side counsel for the defence, also paid by the people.
Now the majority in the House, led by Mr. Fielding, has
voted that the government shall also appoint counsel
for the prosecution. The inquiry would be more effect-
ive if the oppesition had the appointment of the lawyer
prosecuting the luvestigation, But an effective inquiry
i not what the government wants,
Young Egypt is shouting and threatening to fight
for self government. In the point of of these
patriots self government means rule by a few of them-
selves over a mass of unrepresented laborers. The
gyptian worker, who produces everything, has never
been so free and so comfortable as he is under British
protection, Self government for young Kgypt means a
return to slavery for him. There will be no such
abandonment. Britain has taken up the white man's
burden in Egypt and will continue to bear it.
The escape of the Grand Lama from Thibet into
India is one of the romantic incidents of modern history.
It is not long since any British subject who might be
found in the neighborhood of Lhassa, was in great
danger of losing his life for the act of sacrilege. Today
the chief hermit of the Hermit Nation is fleeing from
his Chinese co-religionists and throwing himself on the
protection of a Christian state.
If the Sun has been sold to the Telegraph the
“buccaneers” may rejoice. Not long ago the Sun com-
pared itself to a German soldier who remained awake
while all his comrades slept In a tent infested by a
skunk.  “Have I got to smell all that smell alone?™ he
complained, In this case the smell remains, but the
victim is escaping. :
One reason why the engineers who prepared the
Transcontinental specifientions made the solid rock so
much less and the earth so much more than they were
afterwards figured out, is now disclosed. They made
the estimate in summer, and @id not understand that
frost would change the earth into reck.

e t——————
A dredging company working for the Laurier Gove
ernment in New Brunswick is eredited with charging
for more work thau its plant had capscity to take away.
The statement will not create any surprise anywhere.
The Laurier Govérnment is fairly well knowa throughout
Canada now~—Montreal Gagette. -

B
Mr, Carvell told the people of Boston in his speech
at the Canadian Club the other day that we dld not

view

i d to do them any harm with out navy. Whereupon
they all breathed more freely.
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SALMON ASH COAL

Raliroads, Factories and Individuals who are using this NE
COAL mined in the ONLY DEEP mines of New lru.mwl:k. prz
nounce it to be

THE BEST FOR STEAM PURPOSES,

THE BEST FOR OPEN FIRES,

THE BEST FOR HOUSEHOLD USE,

THE BEST FOR THE MONEY, AND FREE
FROM SLACK AND DIRT.

Promp* deliveries from coal sheds, Duffle Wharf, Charlotte St.,
Sold in any quantity, from a peck to a cargo.

Canadian Coal Corporation P. 0. Box 13.

GNE ME YOUR HEART
IN FEBRUARY

What do I care for an April lover?
What i8 the worth of a springtime
vow?
Winds of the winter around me hover;
Give me a girl who will love me

now!
Give me your heart when the heart
is weary,
\Vhe(lil Annabel-Lee-loves chill and
ie;

Give me your heart in February,
If you would have my heart’s reply.

that live are

springtime;

All of the world is a-woolng in May;

Wild-birds coo in the joy of the wing-
time;

Teamsteérs sing on the city dray.

But oh, when the ice on the pave Is

Any in love in the

glary

And the sleet bites cold from the
leaden sky,

Give me your heart in February,

If you would have my heart's reply!

What is the faith of a summer lover?

Cupid's a jester gay in June.

A laugh or & sigh or a four leaf clover
Is cause for a klss, forgot too soon.

Smile if you will on the swains that

tarry
When warm sea-sands in the sun:
light lie;
@ive me your heart in February,
If you would have my heart's reply!
—~Chester Firkins.

A Daily
Short Story

10 1

{By Hawold Carter.)
“There i8 mo doubt,” sald Jansen
flling his pipe, “that when a woman
takes to a eriminal career she is ab-
solutely unhampered by any of those
scruples that assail at times even the
forst of men. Not only is she more
desperate, but more ingenious.”
Jansen who hai recently retired af-
ter a lifetime spent in the service of
one of the largest insurance compan-
ies, paused a ‘moment.
“1 was recalling the case of Mary
Leho. She was half white. half Sioux,
a dangerous combination. How she
ever became howsekeeper to old Mr.
Hatch and his brother 1 don't pre-
tend to know. When I heard of her the
two old men had just died under pe-
culiar circumstances and the woman
had put in & elaim for $15,000 life in-
surance which the younger carried in
her favor.
““The Insurance had been taken out
originally in favor of Frank Hatch's
wife. When she Alad, childless, Mary
Leho ed Lim to continue the
Hey and to substitute her name.
ohn Hateh, the elder, had bitterly

prosperous farmers in one of the west-
ern states; they bfd always lived to-
gether—the oachslor John and Frank
and his wife. A faw weeks after the
wife died, Mary Leho appeared from
where and was installed as house-

. This was some months before

ent out

bh!hs company
claim. 1 figw
had

the room, running up the stairs like the

opposed the plan. The brothers were |I
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SOLITAIRE, TWIN, TRIPLET,
CIRCLE, CLUSTER, AND PAVE
SETTINGS. TIFFINEY, BELCH-
ER, FLUTED STYLES NOW 80
POPULAR. BEAUTIFUL AND
SERVICEABLE, OFFERED VERY
LOW TO ENSURE CASH SALES,
(égARANTEED AS REPRESENT-

—by—

W. Tremaine Gard,

Goldsmith, Jeweler and Optician.§
NO. 77 CHARLOTTE STREET

place when each of the brothers drop-
ped dead,” he answered. ‘They used
to read it through regularly three
times a year, before going to bed. And
each fell down with the Bible open at
Job. VIL;10—“He shall return no more
to his house, neither shall his place
know him any more.”

“ ‘It didn't fall to the ground and
close?’

* ‘It's a blg family Bible, and they
read it from a stand,’ he answered. He
brought the volume and showed it to.
me. We turned to the page and read
the passage. There were thumb marks
on many of the corners throughout
the volume, but especially here, and
the page was slightly adherent to the
nest. And suddenly a thought flashed
into my brain. I knew the woman was
of Indlan origin. I asked to have her
brought in.'

“Mary Leho stood by me, deflant
and reckless, ‘I guess you're one of
them detectives,’ ghe sneered. ‘I know
vou're all against me, but I know my
rights under the law. Yes, look at
the book!’' she cried, with a bitter
laugh.

“You know the psychological twist
that impels a murderer to return to
the scene of his crime. Very similar-
Iy, 1 have found, the criminal is in-
stinctively impelled to say something
that betrays himself. My suspicions
became a certainty, ‘Place your finger
to your, lips!’ I commanded her.

“Her eyes diiated and a look of
absolute horror succeeded her smile.
Suddenly she turned and dashed from

wind. I dasheéd after her, the chief
of police at my heels. We were too
late. A door was slammed in our fa
ces; | heard the lock snap, and, a
moment later a falling body within.
When web roke the door down she was

gad.
¢ * ‘Prussic acld!” gasped my compan-
on.

“I shook my head. ‘Have you ever
heard of mauvioc? I asked. ‘It is &
deadly polson, distilled from an in-
nocuous plant and used by the In-
dians of the southwest to poison their
arrows, Its pecullar property is that
the toxic properties become more dead.
y after the lapse of years. She had
seen the old men moisten their fingers
to turn over the leaves when they ad-
hered and conceived the plan of .
ing together two pages in the book of
Job, at the same time painting some
of the manioc poison upon the corner
of the sheet. The molstened

to prevent him from }or
brother to give up his
had then killed the
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NEIL MPHATTER URGES
WELDING OF EMPIRE

Famous New York Physician
Has Sound Advice for Can-
adians---Lectures at Guelph
Before Canadinn Club.

Guelph, Feb. 23.—In an address de-
livered last night before the Canadian
Club of Guelph, Dr, Neil McPhatter,
President of the Canadian Club of
New York, urged Canadians to look to
the Empire, the whole Empire, and
nothing but the Empire. Canada in the
past, he said, had been dreaming a
dream that could not be comprehended,
a dream of golden acres of grain, of
far reaching steel bands of transporta.
tion and civilization, Today Canada
was dreaming a dream and it was not
altogether a dream, that she was going
to be the dominating and predomina-
ting part of the British Empire,

The British flag, Dr. McPhatter de-
clared, was the emblem of law and
order, of personal right and freedom,
the emblem of sovereignty of the scas,
and it was in this sovereignty that
lay the safety of Canada and the Em.
pire. The destiny of Canada depended
upon the loyalty of Canadians to the
flag under which they lived. That
Canadians of Canada were more loyal
to the flag and had greater faith in
the futuresof the Dominion, was a
statement of Dr, McPhatter, speaking
of the Canadian Club in New York,
Those out of the Dominion saw Can-
ada as a whole and not merely as a
locality, They appreciate its oppor-
tunities and compare its government
with other governments, Dr. McPhat.
ter in this connection declared there
was danger of Caunadians permitting
too much United States capital com-
ing into Canada to take advantage of
great opportunities.

Dr. McPhatter was born in P
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YOUR EVES )

WON'T ACHE ,

Unless there's a cause, N
and that cause will almost
invariably be found in im-.
perfect eyes.

It’s possible for imperfect
eyes to give perfect vision
but only by the expenditure
of an abnormal amount of
nerve force,

Eyeaches should not be
neglected. It is easier,
safer and cheaper to havel
your eyes attended to at the
first symptoms of distress,

than to wait for the trouble !
to develop. 1

All our facilities for|

sclentific, careful eye axami-
nation are at your service.

L.L. Sharpe & Son,

21 King $treet, 8t John, N, B

ﬁ
Just a little

Over the
Price of a Postage
Stamp.

8c. a day In fact will keep your
clothes cleaned and pressed for
o month, Investigate this.

WILBUR & WATTERS.

20 WATERLOO §T.

near Guelph, and practised medicine
in the city before going to New York
twentytwo years ago.

MIS5 PARRATT DEAD
AT AGE OF 35 YEMRS

Valley Passes Away at Long
Reach.

R

Long Reach, Feb, 23.~The oldest
resident of Long Reach, Miss Mary
died at Halderville,

her
White's church burying ground Feb.
Born in Ireland on Dec. 20th,

. Bayard.
family moved to 8t. John, N. B,, where
her father, Wm, Parratt, supplied one
of the mh\;dm churches

age
Delivered fa butk ‘
o gt
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"A Pleasant Sight

FOR PROSBPECTIVE EMPLOYERS 18’
the crowds of bright young meén and
women now in attendance. All are
warking with a snap and earnestness
which indicates that their work is both
interesting and instructive. Now Is a
good time to enter,
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