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The Seated Christ.

BY REV, W, N, BUTCHINS, M. A,
Hebrews 10 : 12.

“But this man after bre had offered one sacrifice for sins
for ever sat down on the right hand of God.”

As we might expect little is said fn the Gospels of the
Ascension of Jesus, for there wes little to record save the
bare fact itself and occasional foretellings of the event by
Jesue Himself. But when one enters the rest of the New
Testament and mingles with the disciples after the Res-
urrection and the forty days of our Lord's trinmphant
lingering on the earth which He had redeemed, he finds
himself in the presence of men with whom the Ascension
was & master truth, a supreme and dominating fact, who
never thought of Jesus as other than their living Lord or
as elsewhere than on the Throne of God st His right
band. To them Jesus of Nazireth was not so much the
Christ of history, a being belonging to the past, a person
t» be remembered, ss He was to them the living Christ,
regnant in the ever passing present and seated with God
on the throne, Remember how on the day of Pentecost
Peter explained the occurrences of the day by the Ascen-
sion | Kemember how Panl swept in one comprehensive
glance the whole process of redemption and had this for
his climax, *‘It is Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, that
was raised from dead, who is at the right hand of God,
who also maketh intercession for ns.”. Remember how
in the First Epistle of John the mediatorial ministry of
the Ascended Lord is set forth as the last line of defence
in the Christian life, the final resource in peril. * These
things write I unto you, that ye sin not ; and if any man
sin we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous I' Thus while very little is written in the
Gospels concerning the Ascension everywhere else one
finds himself associating with men with whom it was the
atmosphere of faith and who argued from it as from the
Resurrection for the validity of Christ's claimsand for the
effectiveness of His work. Indeed thatis just what the
writer is doing in the passage before us. So vitally, so
strongly, so effectively has the thought of Jesus as risen,
regnant, ascended, living, laid hold upon him thst he
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the guilty, Bat with these there
must be elements that will relate themselves to G>1 and
satisfy the eternal teousness. God, God iun his
eternal righteonsness, in his essential holiness, God
makes y and any which
does not satisfy his righteonsness is inmsufficient no
matter how it hit be to human nature.

How then do we rist’s sacrifice to be suffi-
clent aud acceptable to God ? By an experience, which,
thank God, can never b bsolute or antiq d we
know the effectiveness of Calvary's appesl to our
emotional nature and the power of the cross to satisfy
and still the restlom, consclence. Bat how do
we know the cross to sufficient, to bs acceptable to
God? By the Resurrection and A lou. the ted
tomb and the ocen throne. See where the disciples
one and all saw their ascended Lord —at the right hand
of God. From the throne to the manger, from the mang-
er to the Cross, from the Cross to the throue and Christ
enthroned and crowned at God's ow + hand is a divine

lon of God's pl in snd pti of our
Lord's death. Who ishe that sscended
but he also that d ded, and the jon demo
strates the worth of the descension—of Bethlehem's con-
descension and Calvary's descent. The Crossanticipated
the throune, the throne argues for the Cross, Christ
crucified has become Christ crowned, and Christ's coro-
nation is & divinely given ion of the adequacy
and of the P of the mediatorial ministry o
Chrint crucified.

Likewise the position snd attitude of Christ—seated at
God ‘s right hand—attest the perpetuity of Christ's sacri-
fice, Out of the Ascension grows the Intercession and

rifi Do not pi Christ the Intercessor as a
kneeling figure beseeching God for us. Rise to think of
3,"-" ;-:ph‘dnt in glory the work of redemption

makes it the basis of his argument for the Lordship and
Saviourhood of Jesus Christ. * This man,” he writes in
couatrast with the long line of priests who had served at
Jewish altars, *‘ this ran after he had offered one sacri-
fice {gr sins forever sat down on the right hand of God.”
To discerning thought the Ascension was no bare
unilluminate fact, but a truth which waas at once a reve-
lation and an argument—an argument for the triumph of
hiy ministry and a revelation o! his repise and reg-
nancy. Iothe thought of the Seated Christ with its
argument and revelation I find the message of the morn-
ing.

I. First of all the position and attitude of Christ—seat-
ed at God's right—haye an authoritative word with re-
spect to our Saviour's L(oanement for they attest the com-
pleteness, sufficiency and perpetuity of Calvary’s sacri-
fice. How wsignificant is the attitude ! seated at the right
hand of God. Why is He seated 7 In the langnage of
symbols what does the attitude mean ? Why is He not
bere as elsewhere représevted as standing? Ah, how
significant is the attitude of the Ascended Lord | For
why is He seated but because, as He declared from the
Cross, His redemptive ministry is finished, sip has been
dealt with and dealt with completely ; in every phase and
cousequence His great propitiatory sacrifice has reckoned
with human trauagression ? Like a stream poisoned at
iis source and so poisoped in all its waters, like a tree
whose roots run deep snd far into the surrounding soil,
Hke a war whose d ing and impoverishing effects
weke their way into every remotest village and country
ruad. sin hes penetrated human life and affected human
uature not supe:fioally, not temporally, but deeply, seri-
wvusly and with grave cossequences, To deal w{th sin
you must deal with fts fouluess, with its degradation,
with {1e scars and with its stains ; further yon must dea
with its reguancy and power—its bent and *wist of habit,
tnste and inclination ; saddurther still must deal
with its guilt and the ty which (llmnvolm and
threateos to laflict, the lexity and i
power of its results #ls js not easily dealt with, bat if
sywbols have any lang then Christ's sitting at God »
righit hand attests that His redemptive sacrifice thorough-

Iy aud ¢ mpletely dealt with sla. For loag generations -

:u. boly ;l):ibo::hood of Israel dealt with sin, ug with
tinane ste and beastifully suggestive sand express-
ive ritualistic service. Bat (hh"u an ineffective minis-
try sad through generation after generation of human
sin and guilt they ** stood"'—mark the sttitude—** daily
mioistering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices
which could never take away sins ; but this man after he
bad offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the
right hand of God.” Whata contrast and how signifi-
cant s the contrast i the language of symbols between
the Seated Christ and the standing priests | Rest assnr-
;i:r.f:éu wonld iml:: sat down, He would have
8t and
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all His life when as yet His sacrificial mi, was in-
complete He rested not nor tarried, but when He ascend-
ed by Calvary's bloody steeps and the rocky tomb to the
t band of the l‘dnu side He sat down and in
and seated, humaanity has evidence that
our Loed gave of His and spent His life to the
effectual ux.d %
’ with completeness, the position and
' of —geated st the right Mnm power—
sitest the -Qulguy of hiasacrifice. Why was there s

which were laid in Calvary. On the
throne of God Christ comtinuwes the ministry of the
croes, the I jon being a iguation of the Atone-
ment, the pleading of the merits of his blood. The
9riuﬂgulmmnt of Christ on Calvary, no doubt, was
final, but it was final in the sense of working incessautly
on, not only in its echoes and resuits with vs, but in the
of hisown Almighty and Im-

death Christ gave himeself to the world so that every
seething centre of sin, sorrow and struggle finds Jeens in
the midst ; yet withal his interest never passes into anx-
iety to fill him with dismay or break the calm serenesiess
of his rest. Sometimes the reportof a on
statistics or the nasal whine of a hilions
sufficient to fill us with alarm | But though Jesus Christ
has given his all to the triumph of his kingdom and
staked everything upon the issue, be the nmgh ever 50
severe, the ever 80 in,
in his gth and confid from his tk A tran-
quility. Recall if will the second Psalm where the
poetic mind of a Hebrew poet laid hold the
thought of our Lord's repose uses the skil
generally to contrast the wild unrest and confusion
earth with the tranquil throne of our Lord.

‘' Why do the nations rage,
And the les imagine a vain thing ?
The kings of the earth set themselves,

And the rulers take counsel m?hc
Against the Lord, and against his anointed, saylng
Let us break their bands asunder,

Aud cast away their cords from us."

Then over against that ecene of wild arrsy and cen-
fusion he sets one of sbeolute calm. ** He that sitteth in
the hesvens shall langh.”” The first scene is in earth,
the second is in heaven. The lower half of the picture
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s all eager motion and strained effort ; the is full
of the of God and its eternal repose, ** with

hnred.md with defiance, and busy with their plots
the rebels hurry h‘nhar like swarming ants on their
hillocks ;'* they did it in the days of the Psalmist,
do it now, but undisturbed by the rumbling thunders of
evil and undisturbed by the disturbances of earth, the
Seated Son of God rises not, nor breaks his calm repose,
Never think of humsnity as having mo interest for
God. Nowhere iu the Bible is mana trivial cresture
whose doings signify nothing ; on the contrary they
ways move God, they may please or delight him, or they
may stir his holy wrath, but they always have some
significance and create an effect. Vet while his solici-
tade for the sons of men is s deep as the depths of his
passion it never gives place to fearfuiness or fretting, but
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Spirit. He ever liveth to make | and
his eternal intercession repeats, »s it were, that tremen-
dous sacrifice on Calvary and makes effective for every
successive generation the energy of his immortal death,
Vou can never relegate the cross to the past or make it
s mere historical event. The cross is t and

o quiet heart that should teach every
the art of traoquility and remind us not t» bl
much for the ark of God or take the flausting boasts of

iniquity teo serlously. s
this Scripture reveals the

perpetusl. The Cross lives in the Idtercession ; the Tn-
tercession is the prol jon of the Cross, As our in-
tercessor, the Son of God is our High Priest ; and as the
high-priest d iato the anci y with the
blood in his hands so Christ by his [ntercession repeats, as
it were, the shedding of his blood and saves the Atone-
ment from becoming & mere event in time by ng
it through' a timel ity. How blasph en
is the sacerdotal iden! How blasphemons, for what is
the lift ngof the host and what are all sacerdotal ritera-
istic but a denial of the perpetuity of
Christ’s #acrifice, an ignoring of his ceaseless inter-
cession. . What the cross of calls for from us is
not embellish or pl ting or addition but
acceptance ; for he who died upon the cross uow sits
upon the throne clothed in his priestly crimson robes,
and by his intercession or prol ion of the atonme-
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iitoe byvs First of all fhen (me  position
and att of Christ—seated at God's right hand—
argue for and attest the completeness, sufficiency and
purduhy of Christ’s sacrifice.

11, 1n the second place this Scripture is a revelation as
well as an argument concerning the Sealed Christ.
There is first a revelation of this calm repose—Christ

is seated—an ex ve bolic method of
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pleted redemption ac-
has entered iuto the calm tranqguility
04 the seventh day when the
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- Then along with his re;
y of Jesus, The n and ascended Jesus sits at

the right hand of God, and in the m‘ symbolism
of Hebrew thought the right hand is expressive
of Lordship with its igoity and gth., Ia his
Ascension our Lord became the Lord of lords and his
Lardship is no empty complimentary title but the fulfil-
ment of his own audacious proghccy. “ Ve shall see the
Son of Man sitting at the right hand of G>d.” In the
last speech Lord Beaconsfisld delivered in the House of
Lords he ied to the argument that it was necessary
to garrison heavily the frontiers of British India by say-
ing, * The key of India fs not Celen ta or Hemt or
Kandahar—the key of India is Loaden.”” 8o the key of
the kingdom of God, the key of the movements and forces
of life, the key of human is in the Lordeh
Jesus Christ. To the worldly mind all history
along certain lines full of sadness and disease.
—what is it | What is it but a record of bloody
the. Bay of Sy of inf y i on
of the ber, of inquisitions, nationsl

won every

went that leaves behind it the whitened
who must suffer if man advances. So
istory and so would we if it were not
of the Ascended Christ whose wounded
the sceptre of affairs. Vou cannot divorce

and Jesus Christ, They are |
his story so that a true in of
ing of bis story and a true telling

key that gives meaning and order
ment of events,
were one in the
lory of his
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