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God and Human Life.

John 15180,

REV, W, B, RINSON, .,
Have ycdu sometimes noticed, how, between the dark
glooms of 8 dull morning and & damp evening, nature
has inserted a thin wedge of light? Or how a lull oceurs
in the drip of the rainstorm | during which futerval the
robins shake the wet drops from their plumage, and mer-
rily slng ?  Or how, between the lightning glare, tearing
the dark clouds der, and the thunder roll jarring the
cowering rocka, there is a pause, a stillness, & calm? If
you have noticed these things you will better understand
the context of this passage of*Boripture | the circumstan.
oos under which my text was uttered, Christ had fore-
told the grim, ghastly treachery of Judas j—that doomed
ope, to whom thirty pleces of coln were miore than the
parables and miracles of the God man, Christ had fore-
told this treachery ; and now He tells Peter, the {mpetu.
ous and fiery, the Coewr de Liow of the aposties, how he
100 will quall and deny his Lord.- Dut between these two
moustaing of belching fire, the Master places the rich,
flowery plain of the text; 'twixt these two frowning
thunder clouds He inserts o sorap of blue, as He talks of
possible, nay, certaln glory whille He says i “If God, be
glorified in him, God shall glorify him in Himself, and

a0 shall straightway glorify trim. "
= . Bevering the text from its environment, 1 proceed to
apply it to your Hife and mins, while 1 notice the rossi-
i By hereln hinted st vig,, that human life may glorify
| God, Oranting wan's ability to measure continents and
name the constellations, 1o navigate the sean and foretell
the coming storma ; it Is, nevertholess, true, that in moral
snd religlows things we are prone to be easily satisfied, or
content 1o Jive on too low a range | and we repose where
weshould be restless, and are content where ambition

an applanding Deity in the doom day ; then, as with &
ng thunder mnglmhm sy =""Lifa worth Hy-
n{ " Yen, ten thousand times yea
nd the MYANS OF GLORIFVING OoD, are placed—
thanks to His mercy—-within the reach of ‘the un
sclentific aud unlearned ; the poor and the ’c;uims.
Yor, while the achievements of the great in pssimody, in
wrl munh,mn?(vnn lory on the God who
rulath all, it Is certain and sure that ng.?ary derived by
god from man excecds, or equals, that of n consistent
Tiristian ife,
seasons and the continents ; the suns and stars
must glorify thelr maker; for belug matter, having
ther will nor active might, they cannot do otherwise,
ut the great Kiven to man to choose whether
he will seck Good or the deepest 1)1 and
whet man, able to go down, deterniines to go up, and’
resolutely saeka Hiv glory who e he Hource L Wl Good ; ,
A e Blarns as Ho never in by sclance or - ypougnt, and sometimes liave sald openly, that ‘we were
wong | rowess of intellect or achievement of skill, : : ) g
ol e eailontis o ot magnificent possibility thriily 10t needed in the work, and liave even gone w0 far as to
one as the singing constellations never did, or easi ; for to  say that we were intruders on the fleld, but God helping
#ee o man_who might be self-secking anel nienn | to vee . 'us weshatl not at all be intimidated by such talk, betleving

that man sinking self in the God will, is the most beautf~ 0
for us as baptized believers and churches of baptized

g
£
i
g
:
;
g
!

ful sight the wide sweep of the universe opens to the
ze of mortal, To see him strive, and plan, and en-

L would be more pleasing to the Delty, and more b
: to ourselves, “‘(dve me unfalling water," sald the Bam-
| ¥ sritan womanto the weary Christ, This was the high
(B water mark of her desire, "'Blind as foolish,'’ responds

F Josus, "hadst thou known—had thy ignorance been less
dense—thou wouldst have asked grave to satisfy thy
| ; soul, and not meraly for water to shake thy body's thirst,"
) “tupld ruler of the nations, unfit leader of the people. "’
said Eilsha to Joash, “why didst thou not shoot all thine
arrows from the quiver, then thou shouldst have obtained
many victories o'er the enemies of thy kingdom,"

“Iia ever so, we are too easlly satisfled ; content with the
inferior and the low, wheu it {s ours to face the horizon,
look into the starry skies, and drawing from the unim.
poverished resources of God's grace, attain to the stature
of ‘perfect men in Christ Jesus,

“Let me barely get jnside the pearly gate of the New
Jerusalem, and drop down on the seat nearest the door,
that s all I crave, for that alone I endeavor.' These
words were said in my hearing some time ago. O unwise
one, enlarge thy desire ; for to thee the heavens are as
free as to Moses or John, and {f thou truly desirest, and
dost energetically strive to obtain, there will be minister-
od to thee an ‘‘abundant entrance info the eternal glory."

Voyager o'er life's main, be not eontent to barely es-
cape wreckage and wild doom ; be not satisfied If with
torn sails, rent cordage, strained timber, thy bark reach
the heavenly harbour ; but in firm relisnce on the Great
Pllot, and rigid adherence to wll His rules, seek to close
thy life's voyage gloriously—to come off “more than
conqueror’’ through Christ thy Lord,

Be sure there is more in Christianity than merely es-
caping hell, and taking the first seat inside heaven's gite ;
~it is given to thee, O, feeble brother, to live a life more
pleasing in God's sight than roll. of planet or song of
spring ; to reflect credit on Him; whose you are and to
whom you belong ; ina word, within thy reach is the
massive possibility of glorifying God.

I say THE posstBILITY for I should be recreant’to the
trust reposed in me by God and this church, were I not
to emphasise the fact, that this glory is but a possibility,
and not an RSTABLISHED CRRTAINITY, For heir of the stars
though thou art, thou canst bury thyself in policy and
pleasure seeking, in flippancy, in selfishness, insin, And
grand though the stream of thy religious profession ap-
pear, it largely rests with thyself whether that stream
ever broadening aud increasing in beauty and usefulness,
shall flow with an enlarging capacity and force ; or trail
its weary course amid the swamps of indolence and earth-
liness, where the lament of thy good angel, and the crack-
ing laughter of the devil moan drearily among the blast-

ed undergrowth,

The good ship, from stemi to stern, ita évery timber,
belongth tothe Father, who is the Great Captain ; and by
virtue of thy relationship to Him, thou hast a right to the

- cholcest éabin passage the ahip affords. But with all this
as it is, it yet remains true that thou mayest through lack
of knowledge, wrongness of desire, or incapacity of right.

. ful ambition, drag out the voyage length in the steerage ;

. . 'where instead of patriarchs, prophets and martyrs for
- company, thou lmst the inf passions, desires and

deavor ; wrestle and work, and achieve ; and then pour believers that the other churches have not begun
Aolat e d fulness into the Deity, as o river into the  to' do and are not likely /to begin, Both of our
fea~to see that man, willing to decreae that God may  churches i the town have suffered from the removal of
increase ; wishing to burn as did the Midian bush, that several of our wost ctive young men in church work on

the God may be made visible ; wimn‘ the waste of the

marble, that the statue may grow and account of dull times and lack of
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hecome manifent ;

this side the sea of glass and the burning throne of God,  winter months, ‘We. confidently ‘Hope, howsver, that
it %.l not paoblblc 5\“ ought else is m‘lmpunlw and - some of them nt least will return ,,m, the opening up and
nobly grand, ;

T realine that a1l Hfe s God's workmanship ; that the ~ the improvement of the countey, as thelr hearta still peem
world outside is m.t\sgm not devil's; that Nie's chief tocling to the Bdmonton district with its many excellent
elevation is prostrationiat His feet ; that man’s greatest . traits as & place for & home, =

The little line church organized last summer in the

. Bturgeon settlement, some eighteen miles north of
Hdmonton, has been at work during the winter, and are
about finishing for themselves a snug Hitle church hose
which in & few weeks they hope to dedicate to the Lord
and His cause. Their great distance from Edmenton
hinders them from having the amount of preaching ser-
vice they really need. "We trust the nesr future may have
better, or rather, more service in store for them, They
are o loyal and worthy little band, and with suficient
') A by preaching and pastoral service the field is ome that is full
" “'t,i:'w‘::‘: ,. h:l‘:.{:re\:nﬁul alio | of hop, 6d. WS tlu Sivine Hinng il M‘.' et
For the whole year long I see ~ increase, We learn of a good work going on fn the

All the wonders of faithful nature, German Baptist churches south of us,  In the Hast Leduc

8till worked for the love of me ; church a very cheering work is in progress in conpection

Winds wander, and dews arthwand, with the labors of our excellent brother, Prederick

by e g o Mueller, Some two weeks ago he had the joy of baptising

Harth whirls, ‘and all but to prosper several rejoicinig believers, and the prospect iw that more

good 1s to seek God's glory, trust His love, cling to His
mercy, and know the &dgu of all the earth does right ;
to be’ willing to wait the explanation of all the ine-
ment and cr\uhﬁ‘::‘? blows | to be an instrument passive in
the Master's hand, letting Him strike major or minor
chord, as He sees fit ; to say, " Thou arf the rlngim{
voice, 1 but the echo faint ;"' "Thou art the great Sun,

but a dew drop dazzled with Thy ulory; to know and
:1";..(‘)103“" my brothers, is to eat angel’s food, and walk

t

And it is ours,~yours and mine-—to-—-

" Peel ns weak as a violet,
Alone 'neath the awful sky,"

A poor little violet,"” will soon follow.  These Russian German Baptists are of
k¥ ¥ the heroic class and scorn the use of men madeé baptister-
fes, attending Lo the ordinance in the coldest weather
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DEAR EDITOR : ~— The weekly visits of your excellent

paper, the MESSENGER AND VisiToR remind of obligation I your hearts are warm,
to supply its columns with notes of news 'from this Ice and snow will do no harm,"
remote field of labor, They are also ve. Although & Hitle over
Our winter is now nearing its close; and & more de- lhmqyun in ﬂu.m,. and not & g.'t of them less
lightful ‘winter, so far as weather is conceined, could - than hﬂlﬂhﬂﬁbd time, they have already organi.cd
: three churchies and built three of wo Aud ore
scarcely be found anywhere on earth, For nearly three now &t werk Witk 308 Bl s fourth it
out of four mouths we have had almost uninterrupted gon witl be , ‘m, In last ing
Indian summer, The snow fell in November on the they need some fifty or & hundred ansistance

from their more wealthy brethren

unfrozen ground; and with the exception of a few days
now and then we have had but very moderate degrees of
frost, Ouce it took an excursion down into the forties,
and for a week it played g the high twenties, and in
the thirties, but the atmosphere was so calin and quiet that
it was not only tolerable but guite enjoyable even with that
degree of cold to be out in the open air, ' Onthe day the
thermometer marked 44° below zero, the writer, had an
appointment some twelve miles out in the country, and
attended it with no inconvenience, driving his ponies
the use of & pair of light gloves, chitirehed are g8 sol

The sleighing through the last four months has been other, and can w ‘their representa-
something superb, without a break by drift or thaw ; aud  tives r & year, ; mmtw*::
all the while appalling s have been reaching us of  JiEONCHIEH % X g ,"&5 B itk
winds, blizzards and terrific drifts in Manitoba, Dakota o S north. S
and Minnesota, resulting not only in great inconveniénce Mr. future you
and hardship t6' many, but in not a few cases of sad 16ss West:
of human- lives, truly our lot in Nottheen Alberta has 0
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an
trip, we
been given ugin pleasant places, and we havea goodly mﬁ‘ﬂs‘"

: some time in

heritage so faras climate favors are concerned. “
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