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‘HATH NOT THY ROSE A CANKER?

RY MRS. LOTS B, ADAMY.

Pressed with the weight of morning dews,
Its slender stall the rose wad bending,
And red and white in ¢hanging hués
Upon its eheek weré swantly blénding ;
Bnt nnderneath the leafl (s bright,
By binshing béanty hid from sight,
Enamonrnd with its [ragrance rare
T ker worm was feasting there.

O thow who in thy youfhfal days
mbition’ 13 aré proudly twining,
Atid fondly oping worldly peaisd
Will cheer thine «fter years declinmnog,

, lest every tempting rose
tiow's pmhww grows
eath its semblanece faiy
The It lrkmv canker of despair

re

And thou who in thiné éarly mora
For #in the. paths of tynth art leaving,
mamber, thongh no pmmw) thérn
May pierce the garland thon art weaving
Yet every bud whenee flow'fets hloom
Shall its own living sweate enfomb ;
For deep the camker worm of care
Is feasting on its vitald there,

Thon foo, the beaatifal and bright,

At Ploseure’s ahrine devauily knealing
DYast thou wot see the fatal blight

Acroes thy rokeate ehaplet stealing 7

‘Titie hath fiot tofiched with fingars eold

Those glosdy leaves of heanty's mould,
Aud yet each bud and blossom gay
Is marked for slow but sure decay

O ! va who sidh for flowerd that bloom
T one eternd] apring of gladness,
Where beauty finds no darkened tomb,
And joy hatlf never deeamed of suduees
Flysian fialde are vours ta roan

Where groves of (ideless pleagares blootis

O linget not where sorrow's tenrs

May blight the cherished hopes of yenra.
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