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opinions and tastes of every class of the' 
community, andin the c rmfort, chee-futnes?, 
order, and cleanliness which always distin­
guish it, and make ne small part of its att rac- 
tiveness, it offers advantages which could 
not be secu'ed to any individual member 
for ten times the fee paid in subscription.
The library, an equal source of attraction and 
interest has been as liberally supplied with 
new books, as the state of the funds weald 
permit. In submission to the popular taste 
works of Fiction, the demand for which, 
while it is a subject of regret, the directors 
cannot control, nor disregard as they form a 
large source of the attractiveness avd reve­
nue ot the institute have been liberally sup- 
plied. They would, however, respectfully 
suggest to their successors the importance 
of using every effort to add to the higher, 
more soiid and useful literature of the libra­
ry. both to satisfy and to increase t he demand 
in the direction of more valuable reading.
Tlify believe that it efforts were made to
supply higher order of books, selected the principle expiessed in these views, by 
from the literature of the past as well as the | awarding grants to Institutes complying 
present, it woull increase that class of with certain proper conditions, and that our 
members tor whom light literature has iew ! Institute has qualified itself lor the grant ot 
attractions, but whose influence and num- $200 for the present year—the whole to be 
hers would materially add both to the devoted to educational objects, cither in 
dignity and the finances of the Institute. ! evening class instruction, or in the purchase 

The list of newspapers and magazines ; 0f books ot a technical character for its 
regularly supplied to the reading room will 1 library. The example of the government 
be found in appendix C. in this important direction cannot fail to
The number of books in the library ffive a new impulse *o adult and technical

at the date of the last annual education, and gives to the evening classes
report was  ...................................  7,27 1 ! a powerful clatm on the sympathies and

Added during the year bv purchase. 229 ! liberality of all who are interested in the 
Bound up from the reading room.... 104 commercial and manufacturing prosperity

------ 1 of the province.
7, 4 I The reports ot the examiners were highly 

4 \ satisfactory, and bore testimony to the
------ ; soundness and excellence ot the iustruc-
7,430 tion. Imnressed with the importance

of introducing technical instruction,
Issued. | the Board of Directors undertook to es- 

1867.1868. | tablish a class in Chemistry and Natural 
871 860 J Philosophy, in addition to the subjects
714 688 | previously taught, and placed it under the

597 1,012 851 charge ot Dr. May. The results as reported
2,170 2,209 13,001 16156 by competent examiners have been very

gratifying, and have satified tire Directors 
540 619 that with proper resources they would be

j justified in making further advances in the 
3.331 3,031 j direction of technical and scientific educa- 

585 670 tion as applied to the practical purposes ofj life.
252 372 The financial results of the classes arc of

I inferior consideration; lor the object 
503 513 1.045 1,094 should be to make them available to all by

fixing the fees at the very lowest standard ; 
and it is this view of" their purpose and 
value which encourage the directors to be­
lieve that further appeals to employers and 
to the wealthy portion of the citizens would 

7,271 7,430 27,351 24236 so increase the funds of the Institute as to

THE EVEXIXG CLASSES.
Of all the useful and important depart­

ments of a Mechanics' Institute the even­
ing classes in their influence on the 
industrial portion of t Do community, 
have the highest claim to public sympathy. 
The end they have in view is not only to af 
ford a general education and means of im­
provement tor those engaged in the active 
and industrial pursuits of life, but ,;lso » 
technical education, such as no other educa­
tional establishments provided, but which 
ss most necessary to the manufacturing and 
commercial progress of the country. They 
do not take the place of the ordinary schools, 
but when properly constituted they continue 
this school education, complete it as far as 
as possible, and in a special manner direct 
it by appropriate studies to the special in­
ter.sts of the individual students, 
gratifying to the friends of these classes to 
find that the Legislature of Ontario has to 
some extent recognized the importance of
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Total....................................................
Lost and worn-out during the year..

Present Total ....................................

:

Vo’s, in Library. 
1867. 1808. 

. 587 602

. 657 673
111IBiography 

History ...
Miscellaneous. 577
Fiction............
Poetry and the

Drama.......... 235
Periodical Lit­

erature ........1,110 1,132
Scienceard Art 590 
Religious Liter­

al ure...........
Voyages and

Travels........
Illustrated

works..........
Library of RtT-

J '
'lent, as audited 
3.shows the total 
782.38; expendi- 
lmnd, $21.53.
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