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library are tle
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States and;Great
1 to the views,

opinions and tastes of every class of the’
community, andin the ¢ mfort, chee-fulness,
order, and cleanliness which always distin-
gulsh it,and make ne small part of its attrac-
tiveness, it offers advantages which conid
not be secured to any individual member |
for ten times the fce ]nul in subseription,
The library, an equal source ot attraction and
interest has been as liberally supplied with

permit. In submission to the popular taste
works of Fiction, the demand tor which,
while it is a subject ot regret, the directors
cannot contiel, nor disregard as they form a
large sonrce of the attractiveness avd reve-
nue ot the institute have been liberally sup-
plied. They would, however, respectfully
sneoest to their successors the importance
of using every effort to add to the higker,
more soiid and usetul literature of the libra-
rv.both tosutisfy and to increase the demand
in the direction of more valuable reading.
Thzy believe that it cfforts were made to
sapply © higher order of books, sclected
from the literature of the past as well as the
present, it woull increase that class ol
members for whom light literature has ‘ew
attractions, but “hn,-v influence and num-
bers would materially add both to the

The lis: of newspapers and magazines
regularly supplied to the reading room will
be found in appendix C.

The number of books in the library
at the date ot the last anpual

Poetry and tlie
Drama.. ... 235
Periodical Lit-

[llustrated
works ...... N1 229

Library of Rel-
erence .

(

new books, as the sta‘e of the funds wouald i

dignity and the finances of the Institute. !

TEPOrt WAS ,.ucvvvevoncncoccnsns 7,241
Added during the year l)v pm('h 1se, 229 |
Bound up from the reading room. 104
Totals isos coi oi sien §2% (RTeTV B sTazy sTas . 7.604
Lost and worn-out (hl.ln" the year.. 174
Present Total ....... £ PIRIOLATS & W18 ¥ 1 7,43

Vo's. in Library. Issued,

THE EVENING COLASSES.

Of all the useful and important depart.
ments of a Mechanics’ Institute the even-
ing classes in their influence on the
industrial portion of the community,
have the highest claim to public sympathy.
The end the) sy have in view is not only to af
ford a general edncation and means of im-
| provement for those engaged in the active
and industrial parsuits ot life, but .:lso a
technical education, such as no other educe
tional establishments provided, but which
‘s most necessary to the manuiacturing and
commercial progrees of the country. They
do not take the place of the ordinary schools,
but when properly constituted they continue
| this school education, coniplete it as far as
as possible, and in a special manner direct
it by «ppropriate studies to the special in-
ter.sts of the individual students. It is
gratifying to the friends of these classes to
find that the Legislature of Ontario has to
some extent recognized the importance of
the principle expressed in these views, by
awarding grants to Institutes complying
with certain proper conditions, and that our
[nstitute has qualified itself for the grant ot
$200 for the present year—the whole to be
devoted to educational objects. either in
evening classinstruction, or in the purchase
ot books ot a technical character for its
library. The example of ihe government
in this important direction cannot fail to
give a new impulse ‘o adult and technical
education, and gives to the evening classes

i 1 a powertul claim on the sympathies and

liberality of all who are interested in the
commercial and munufactaring prosperity
of the province.

l The reports ot the examiners were highly
satistactory, and bore testimony to the
 soundness and cxcellence of the instruc-
tion. Impressed with the importance
of introducine  technical instiuction,
the Board of Directers undertook to es

1867. 1808 1867.1868. | tablish a class in Chemistry and Natural
Biography .... 587 602 871 860 | Philozophy, in «ddition to the subjects
History ....... 657 673 714 683 | previously taugh:. and plac> it under the
Miscellaneous . 577 597 1,012 851  charge of Dr. May. The results as reperted
Fiction ..... L 2,170 2,209 15,001 16156 by competent examiners have been very

gratitying, and have satified the Directors

248 540 619  that with proper resources they would be

justified in making turther advances in the

erature ..... 1,110 1,132 3.931 3,031 | direction of technica! and scientific educa-
Scienceard Art 590 509 535 670! tion as applied to the practical purposes of
Religious Liter- | life.

ature....... 165 168 252 272 The financial resuits of the classes ar(- of
Vovages and inferior  considerstion ; for the ohject

Travels..... 203 513 1.045 1,094 | €hould be to make them available to all by

fixing the fees at the very lowest standard ;
and it is this view of their purpose and
value which encourage the directors to be-
lieve that further appeals to employers and

7430

to the wealthy portion of the citizens would

27,391 24236‘ so increase the funds of the Institute as to
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