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“-&cmment propose a very undesirable change

" | Armstrong; Indian fish-hook by RB. B.

or \Banger “From
: Kidney Troubles

‘Baciache is- the first and/the sure sign.
.;kidnqdhua& :
¥ the back aches or‘bscomes weak
it.1s a waming that the kidmeys are |
_;tedip'gomoﬁy. Mg h
‘Next to the heart, the kidneys are, |
perhaps the most important organs in the |

* body. It is no wonder then that if the ‘

kidneyn are affected the whole system
On the first sign of backache Doan’s |
Palle shoukd be >

RINGING, MASTERLY SPEECH ON =~
ol RECIPROCITY BY SIR WILFRID
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Crowded Galleries and Deeply Attentive House Hear Liberal
Chieftain Shatter Absurd Contentions of the Tories—
Reciprocity Boon to Canada and the Empire—The Annex-
ation Bogey Placed at Doors of Its Makers ‘

Ottawa, Mareh 7—In a speech of telling
force, logic and broad visioned statesman-
ship, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, ‘in the ecom-
mons this afternoon amply vindicated the
government’s pelicy of freer trade relations
with the United States and demonstrated
the economic wisdom of the reciprocity
agreement in its effect upon the enlarged
prosperity of Canada. He showed it was
in line, not.only with the truest nation-
alism, but also with the best interests of

the empire, and’ effectively disposed -of{

the chief opposition,objections that have

for purely party reasons been urged against|"

it.
In hig argument in support of the agree-
ment and in the destructive force of his

i | analysis of the illogical positions taken by
i | the opposition members, Sir Wilirid's ef-
i fort was a masterpiece. .

His comcluding peroration, dealing with
the chief opposition argument of the fear
of annexation and ‘declaring that the reci-
procity agreement, in its far reaching con-
sequences in cementing in a common bond
of commercial amity and good will the
Anglo-Saxon peoples of this continent and
through them establishing a world-wide
Anglo-Saxon entente cordiale, was marked
by the tumnltuous cheers of his followers

‘| and created a marked effect upon the

crowded galleries and an attentive house.
Sir Wilfrid got the floor at 3.15, and ‘was

*C. | greeted with tumultuous cheers from his

P.M.

b Tide...... 5.16 Low Tide ..... 12,00,
e time used is Atlantic standard.

o PORT OF ‘ST. JOHN.
; Arrived Yesterdaq. :
. Stmr Saturmia, Taylor, Glasgow, Robert
Stmr Pythia, Stitt, Glasgow, Robert Re-
ford Co. ;
. Stmr Manchester Importer, Haworth,
#Philadelphia, Wm Thomson & Co.
*  Coatswiee—Stmr Brunswick, 73, Esta-
‘brooks, Wilson’s Beach; Ruby L., 49, Bak-’
jer, Margaretville and cleared; stmr Gran-
iville, 49, Collins, Annapolis and cleared.
Cleared Yesterday. |
i Stmr Manchester Exchange, Adamspn,
for Philadelphia, Wm. Thomson & Go.,
geperal cargo. s

IALMANACFOR ST. JOHN, MARCH $.

CANADIAN PORTE. 4.
Halifax, Mar 7—Stmr Rosalind, New
York. /2 ' l

BRITISH PORTS. :
Liverpool, Mar 5—Ard, stmrs Grampian,
Williams, St Jehn (NB); Laurentic,
Hayes, New York via Queenstorn. .
Cape Town, Mar T7—Ard, stmr Coaling,
8¢ John. i

: FOREIGN PORTS.
! Philadelphia, Mar' 7=-Ard, schr Emily
‘Anderson, Maitland (NS) -

%rade yesterday afternoon the council was
Ynstructed te ook fully into the matter of
‘the sale of city lands, and gather informa-
%ion concerning the location, value and
Jeasing of the lands and report as soon as

}possible. A resolution was also. adopted
asking for information why the local gov-

Sn the law affecting pasish courts. An
early closing petition was ordered to lie
‘on,the table after the principle had becn
‘condemned by several members.

. The council reported that Premier
| Hazen had informed a delegation that
there was no hope of securing the repeal
iof the extra provincial commercial corpor-
iation act imposing a system of licenses,
.and that the committee had found $4,353
was all that was collected in New Bruns-
‘wiek,

The comncil also repgrted that a com-

_inittee would again oppose the bill to dam
‘the Tobique river and that they had en-
dorsed the request of the Montreal Corn
Exchange that one of the three grain com-
i missioners to be appointed by the federal
| government ehould reside east of Tort
. William.
{ New members were elected as failowe:
‘Union Bank of Canada, Atlantic Bond|
{Co. 14d., George E. Day, A. R. Williams/
' Machinery Co. Ltd., J. H. Walker, E. C.
iDurnford, Hazen J. Dick, G. ¥Fred Ficher
‘and George M. Robertson.

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
With the aid of the reflectraseope last
‘night in the N. H. 8. museum Wm. Mcln-
‘tosh, curator, interested a large number
in an address on ‘“Insects of Roekwood
Park, and Its Vicinity.” He had more
than 600 specinmens of butterflies, and 500

¥

species of beetles. Dr. Matthew presided, |

A hearty vote of thanks moved by Dr.
Hay seconded by ‘J. A. W. Banks, was
tendered the speaker.

‘The following regular members were
elected: Rev. R. A. Armstrong, Rev. W.
R. Hibbard, J. T. XKnight and W, H.
Shaw; associate, Mrs. F. J. G. Knowlton
and Mrs. R. M. Bartsch, jr.; junior, R.
K Wills and Herbert Armstrong. Several
donations were reeeived, among them be-
ing relics from the Holy Land from Judge

 Humphrey; coral and -seaweed by W. R
RBennet; Geldsmith's Hj of Animated
Nature, by Miss Farmer$and Paley’s His-
tory of Philosophy, by . B

lock. Besides these there
annual and other reports fr
ing societies.

COLDS CAUSE
LAXATIVE BROMO
vide Cold and Grip

followers. In opening, he declared that
the reciproeity proposals as placed before

-1 the people during the past month, had 'met

with the approval of the majority of Can-
adians. Opposition had developed, it was

true, in many quarters, but this was cen-
‘tered and organized mainly in Montreal

and Toronto.

He believed the noise made by oppo-
gitionists was disproportionate to their
actual numbers. Most of the ecriticism
was based on misconception or perversion
of the actual details of the agreement.

' His own wonder was that in view of the

whole circumstances there should be any
real opposition to it. :
For years it had been just what both
parties in Canada had expressly advo-
cated. Sir John Macdonald had unequiv-
ocally endorsed the very policy of reci-
procity with the United States which the
government was now securing. The mer-
ories of present day Conservatives seemed
to be very short. In 1891 Hon. Mr. Fos-
ter had been one of the Conservative min-
jsters who went to Washington unsuccess-
fully seeking the very thing which he now
condemned the present government for
getting. Even as late as 1804 Mr. Foster,
as finance minister, had proposed in.the
commons a reciprocity resolution offering
the United States practically the same
items of reciprocal trade as now offered.

Have a Mandate = .
from the People. 2

" An- appeal’ to the ‘history ‘of ‘the past

quarter of a century was a sufficient ans-
wer ‘to the opposition charge that  the
government had no mandate from the
people to conclude the reciprocity arrange-
ment. He denied the charge that the Lib-
erals had abandoned reciprocity in -1897.
Sir Wilfrid explained that his remarks on
the return of the joint high commission
from Washington that further advances
towards reciprocity would have to come
from the American capital were influenced
by the rebuke that Canada had received.
It was consistent with Canadian dignity

7 to take that position which, however, he

declared did not involve any change of
policy in that regard on the part of the
Liberal government.

It was true that the question of reci-
progity had not been an 1issue in the cam-
paigns of 1900, 1904 and 1908, but the rea-
son was that so far as he knew there was
no difference of opinion between the Lib-
eral and Conservative parties regarding it.
He declined to accept the argument that
because this matter had not been discuss-
ed before the people the government was
debarred from entering into the agree-
ment.

What mandate, he asked, had Lord El-
gin in 1854 when he went to Washington
to enter into a trade agreement? What
mandate had the government of 1864 to
put through parliament
which proposed - confederation?

people. When Canada assented in 1871
to the Washington treaty of that year the
question was unknown to them.

“In. the face of the records of these
questions,” he added, “it is childish for
any man to challenge the right of this
agreement to follow the course it is do-
ing.” 5

No Stand-still
Policy for Canada. |

Tf Canada were still ip the position in,
which the Liberal government had found !
it in 1896 he had no doubt that the policy
proposed today would be received with|
favor and the empyrean would resound,
with exaltation. Now the country was;
presperous; they were told by the opposi-
tion, “Do mot go any further, fold your
arms and let well enough alone.” Well,
what is this country? What are we? Is
this Canada or is this China? (Liberal
cheers, Conservative jeers.) The Chinese
left well enough alone for 4,000 years.
TFour thousand years ago they were prob-
ably the first nation on earth, and s0
satisfied were they that they refused to
move. They, let well enough alone for 4,-
000 years. 1TI a reformer reared his head
among them he was ruthlessly put down
and told to let well enough alone. And
we are asked to'adopt this Chinese policy.

But, Sir, this is Canada, and 'we shall have|

to go on whether the hon. gentlemen of
the opposition will follow or not. We will
drag them on, even against their will.

‘e shall go on with our policy. Our
policy is advance and if we are wrong we
shall submit willingly to the judgment of
the Canadian people and to the punish-
ment which cught to be given every man
who brings in a wrong policy.”

Canadian Farmers
Fear No Competition.
Recognizing that Canadians were above

all an agricultural people and that it was,

their boast that in cereals, vegetables and
fruits they could beat the world, the prem-
jer said that when the door of a natjon
of 90,000,000 of people was opened it was
their duty to enter, unafraid of open com-
petition with that country. Instead of
this the government was confronted with
the objections, “It will be all over with
the Canadian confederation,”and even the

British Empire would reel and rock upon
|

its foundations.”
Sir Wilfrid said he would try to be fair

,{in giving reasons why the agreement was

Uall for full mame.
W, Grove. ® 25¢.
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not- accepted at once, but before doing so

‘
el
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the resolution
Not a‘(‘
word: about it had ever been ‘heard by the;

he felt bound to observe that the Cana-
dian people at large owed a debt of grati-
tude tp Messrs. Fielding and Paterson “for
baving ®btained from  owr:ngighbors such
an advantageous arrangement and having

| SR WILrRID LavRisEm,

obtained it without the sacrifice of any
Canadian ' interests.” :

He admitted that the speakers opposed
to reciprocity had taken part in the dis-
cussion in a fair manner. He would make
an exception, however, in the case of Mr.
Foster. The member for North Toronto
had described Messrs. Fielding and Pater-
son as ‘“very ordinary men.” “Well,” said
Sir Wilfrid, “if my hon. friend from North,
Toronto has not learned it yet, he mu_v;
learn it now, that if he had to his credit!
one half the achievements. of my hon.|
friend, the minister of finance, he would
have reason to be more proud of his career
than he can now be.” Then he went over
the list of the cabinent, taking them in
turn, this one and that one, and at last
he eame to my poor humble self and of my
poor humble self he spoke as follows: “A
man of much, fine financial mind ‘and busi-
ness ~ acumen as the right hon. gen-
tleman who leads the government.” -

Foster Gets
His Deserts.

“I never passed as a man of fine finan-
cial mind and business acumen; but when

who, dabble in finance and business, I

“in‘fihdnce and' business,'] am prepared to
admit I should have made a fine mess of

friend. If, after having posed ‘as & busi-
ness man. and financier, I had nothing to
show but a record of failures, I would go
and hide myself for very shame and be|
very chary of throwing stones into other|
people’s gardens. for fear that they should |
bet returned to me with compound inter-
est.”

Sir Wilfred repeated that the object of
the agreement was simply to get better
prices for the products of the Canadian
farmer. This was a proposition so bhvious
that he was surprised it should receive the
treatment it had received on the part of
the opponents of the measure. He then
outlined the four principal objections taken
to the agreement by the leader of the op-
position and proceeded to deal with them
in ‘detail. They were:

Answers Tory
Objections in Detail,

(1) That the effect would be to deflect the
carrying trade from Canadian to American
channels.

(2) That it would destroy our natural
resources.

(3) That it would imperil our industries.

(4) That it would -dissolve our autonomy
and land us ultimately in the American re-
public.

In regard to the first objection, Sir Wil-
frid said that it might be discussed from
two points of ,view, from the point of view
of the goods going from Canada into the
| United States for the purpose of being
jcarried over to Great Britain and the
goods ~going from' Canada to the United
States for consumption.

In regard to the first, the situation would
not be affected one iota. At the present
time goods could go from Canada in bond
to be shipped from Boston, New York or
any American port; in the same way Am-
erican goods to Canada to be shipped out
by Montreal, Halifax or St. John without
paying duty. A cargo of wheat could leave
Winnipeg for New York and there be dis-
charged and put on board ship without

duty being demanded. A cargo of grain.

could leave Minneapolis, taken to Montreal
"an(l shipped without paying duty.

| This was by virtue of the bonding priv-
! jlege which had been in existence for sixty
i years, and no one had ever heard a com-
| plaint that it was unfair to one party or
| the other. There was a time, he said,
i when he felt nervous on reflecting that
! the: bonding privilege was simply an act
| of good will on the part of the Unite
| States towards Canada. That was whg

|

|

|
|

Scott’s
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{ | ton), especially, that ifthey expect to keep
‘ | tive enactment, by trade impediments,they

| | take which was tried“once and had to be

we had no communication. on.  Canadian
soil to the sea.” He felt that ‘the United
States could remove the bonding privilege
at any time it pleased, and if they -did so
they would suffer more than Cgnada. He
believed, however, that our comdition was
absolutely safe, whether the tréaty passed
or not. & R Lo

: “I am very solicitious,” said the premier,
“‘of retaining in our own chasnels Cana-
dian trade and *think I.cin show by the
record of this government that we have
favored the building of lines through Can-
adian territory from east toiwest with
the intent of "keeping “frade.im our own
! channels. " But ‘T'mey say: this"to the mem-
ber for North Toronto (Mr. Foster); to
the leader of the opposition (Mr. Borden),
and to the member for Brandon (Mr. Sif-

trade within Canadian chaunels by legisla-
make the greatest of all mistakes, a mis-

abandoned. -

No amount of legislation, said Sir Wil-
frid, would prevent the people from trad-
ing in natural channels. Better let na-
ture alone, and export trade would natur-
ally gravitate to Canadian lines since they
were both shorter and cheaper.’ He quoted
comparative figures, both as to distance
and increase in tonnage, to the advantage
of the Canadian transportation system.

“It has been, stated in this discussion
angi repeated in the press and Great
Britain,” said the premier, ‘“that by this
arrangement we were, putting an end to
every possibility of mutual preferential
trade with Great Britain, I take positive
issue with the statement, and I say more:
that the statement does not bear criticism,
it has only to be analyzed for its falseness
to be shown. We have never taken part
on this side of the house, we have refused
to take part in the controversy which has
| been long going on in England on the
question of mutual preferential trade. We
thought it would not be dignified. We
thought it would not be any proof of our

impudence for us to take part in this con-
troversy and we prefer to remain silent.
having laid our policy before the English
people.

“And what was our policy? It was set
forth by the Camadian ministers at the
conference of 1902, and was in these words:

Canadlan Policy on" "
MutualPreference; --

“ “The Canadian .iﬁl{nipi"ers stated that if
they could be asstired that the imperial
government would saccept the principle of
preferential ‘trade genepilly, and particular-
ly grant to the food products of Canada in

B

I see the pretensions put up by some men the United Kindom E)X.’emptiou from duties,
4 ) jami| the Canadian ministers“would be. prepared
surprised at my modesty.  If I had dabbled to go farther imbo Ehie''subjéct, jand en- geat.

denvor' to -give- ta the -British'manufac-
turers some increased advantage over- his

it: but I could not be worse than my hon.|foreign competitors in the market of Can-

ada.’
“This was our pelicy laid down at the

policy in this year, 1911, at the confe
which is soon to take place. We have been
told that the action. we have taken has
made it impossible to implement the policy
thus laid down. How can that be argued
geriously?”’ =

Sir Wilfrid - pointed ' out “that. Great
Britain -did not ,expert natural products,
but was a large importer of them, while

ducts. y

markets for our natural products if she
chooses to change her policy and then Cau-
ada would give to British manufactured
products a corersponding advantage. The
policy of Canada was just the same as it
was three months ago when this arrange-
ment was made, it was to be the same
policy of the Canadian government at the
next imperial conference.

Conservation Question,

Touching. on the ‘question of conversa-
tion, Sir Wilfrid asked what was the ob-
jeet of ‘these natural resources. They were
given to .man by the Creator to be used
and all civilized nations have acted accord-
ingly. The Indians: were men- after the
heart of the member for North Toronmto,,
they were great presdéervers of matural re-
sources, they kept them not for their chil-
idren but for their children and the chil-
dren of their children.

Tt was charged against the Canadian,
farmer that he was' not cultivating the

{ soil, but mining it," and it was charged|
|

| Aguimst. the inmbecmen thet!in W5 GPECH|ive tariff. aguinst Consds established by
{ tions he destroys qmoye than he yses. ‘lhej ;. yypjteq States, Canada will be forced
;o‘b]ect of‘the.conservatmn commission was! ¢ g oo 4o de velations with them, which
;unply 1o ufivxse the lumberman and ofthelrs would still further weaken those ties and
ow to use the pataral resources of the| .10 it more difficult to avert political

country.
The commission which was presided over
by the hon. member for Brandon would do

an immense service to the community in!

teaching ghe farmers, and the lumbermen|
by suggiting legislation, and by doing,
what 8 not been done until the present

howing all the people how to use

-}
esources with “prudence.

oped that it would’be in a more prudent
anner than at the present time.

No Danger to Canadian Industries
“Asgito:the objection in that:this agreée-
ment would ‘impenil |Canadian industries,
| Sir Wilfrid noted’ that the agréement was
| concerned chiefly with natural products.
{ There were practically no manufactured
{ products dealt with except agricultural im-

i plements. !

“A certain section wanted free imple-|
ments altogether,” said Sir Wilfrid, “but
we did not think it prudent or advisable
to go that far. We recognize in tariff mat-|
ters the wide difference between manufac-,
tured and natural products. It is easy'
enough to put up a customs duty or enact
{a protective duty, but it is always a dif-!
ficult task to decrease or remove such a!
duty. The reason is well known. 1t is
obvious that if you impose a protective'
duty you create at once fictitious condi-
tion; and if the industries established un-
der the tariff and under that condition
have to face suddenly a removal of the
duty, you might annihilate in the course
of one night millions of capital and reduce
to non-employment thousands of opera-!
tives. That is why we have acted as we,
' have done. .

“On some agricultyral implements the
duty has been reduced from 17 1-2 to 15,
and on others from 20 to 15 per-cemt. It
would have been pleasing for myself, at
all events, to have gone beyond that, but!

|

business and ¢liat ft would be an act of instance, as in the other, that they never

imperial conference of 1902. This isreinr
ce

Canada -exported chiefly only natural pro-; to be wondered at that if, upon this oe-

England could give a preference in her| been moved by the old instincts of Tory-

BLOOD BAD
IN THE WINTER

.

Indoor Life, Too Little Exercise,
Breathing Impure Air, Eatingl
Artificial Foods.

Is it any wonder that the system be-
comes poisoned with impure waste matter
in the winter time, when you think of the
artificial life we lead?

With doors and windows tight shut we
breathe the same air over and over again
~until it is incapable of purifying the blood.

In vain efforts to cast the poisons out
of the system the liver and kidneys arel
worked over-time until they too are pla
ed out. Then comes the paing .in t

pation and indigestion.
The quickest a
overcome this

in filtering poisons
remove the cause of
and other body pains.
You are not exper!
use Dr. Chase’s Kidney-
are unique in their com
liver and kidneys and fi
without & rival as a
the hlood and cleansi
digestive systems.
One pill a dose, 25 cents 2 box, at all
dealers, or Edmanson, Bates & Co., To-
ronto. :
T ——————————
we considered that if we did "we would,
perhaps, not be doing justice to the men
who have invested money in these estab-

i ljshments.

Government for AH‘Classes.

“This government does not ‘exist for the
farmers alone, or the manufacturers alone,
or for any one class, but for the manufac-
turers and farmers and for all the classes
which compose our nation.” (Hear, hear).

“I now come,” said Sir Wilfrid, “to the
last 'objections raised against us. Hom.
gentlemen opposite find within the four
corners 'of this agreement the latent, the
incipient destruction of our industries, but
it is still more difficylt to find therein the
fatal germ which is to dissolve our auto-
nomy and finally Jand us in the American
republic.

*““‘Antonomy, they ‘speak of autonomy.
Why, it was only last year we heard the
same men rebuke us because we paid.too
much attention to autonomy. But, wheth-
er they approve of autonomy or whether
they combat. it, they show clearly in one

this reason stand
ans of purifying
the filtering and

understood or appreciated the true mean-
ing of the word.

) “This new born zeal for autonomy, when
feduced to actual exposition is generally
expressed in this way: There may be per-
haps no danger to our autonomy in this
agreement itself; but . this is only a first
step that will be followed by others. This,
they tell us, the trade agreement is con-
fined to natural products; ‘another yeal
the agreement will be extended to uuuu!iE
factured products, this will: be followed by
commercial union, and lastly by political
union,

“Such logic could carry you any distance
in any direction, to any conclusion which
hope, fear or any other pasison may sug-
With such logic ithe world has long
been  familiar, . Was  there ever, in. any
land at any time a xeform propesed which)
was not immediately denounced as revolu-
tionary by the forces of reaction?

Tories Always Against Reforms.

“With this logic we have been particu-
larly familiar in this country ever since
the first ‘days of respomsible government.
Open the records of our old discussions
and you will find that-when the reformers
of that day were asking for responsible
government all Tories of - that day de-
nounced the sidea as being the first step
towards annexafion. It is not, therefore,

casion, the whole Conservative party have

ism. But the manner in which this reform
which we now bring forward is opposed
to my mind will be to every one who ex-
amines the question an insult to the intel-
ligence and character of the Canadian peo-
ple.

“Let me refer to the resolutions of the
board of trade of Toronto, which con-
tain in a condensed form all the arguments
with which we have been deluged in this
house. The third resolution says: ‘That
any present benefit to any section of Can-
ada or to any interest therein which might
accrue from said .agreement would be more
than offset by the loss and injury to other
sections and interests.

“There . is an admisison that in this
agreement there will be a benefit at least

| to some sections of the community. And

the fourth resolution goes on: ‘That the
proposed agreement would weaken the tie
which binds Canada to the empire.’ The
fifth resolution: ‘That to avoid the disrup-
tion of trade, which after some years un-
der said agreement, would result, were
said agreement terminated and a protect-

union with the United States)’ i

“Mark these words: ‘Canada would be
forced to closer trade relations.” Well, if
Canada could be foreed, what would force
her? Nations. there have been, which in
the fate of great emergency, great nation-
al calamity, would rise to the occasion and
even the women would throw their jewels
and ornaments into -the common fun
for the protection of the country. But
we are told here by Canadian Tories that
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which ‘their postats would beé liable to suf-
fer they would hesitate between their
'pockets and their loyalty.: °
The Old Reciprocity Treaty.

“But, the Tories. of fifty years ago were
made of sterner stuff, In 1854 the treaty
which was negotiated by Lord Elgin with
Sir Francis Hincks as his’prime minister,
resulted “in an’immediate abundance of
prosperity.  Ten ' years afterwards the
treaty was repealed and a high protective
tariff substituted for it. At that time did
the Canadians falter? Did they hesitate?
Were they forced into closer relations
with the United States? Did they seek a
refuge in political union? No, in the face
of that action they conceived and organiz-
ed a Canadian confederation.

“The treaty of 1854 was negotiated by
Lord Elgin, when, as I have said, he had
as his first minister Sir Francis Hincks.
It was ratified in 1854 by the first Liberal-
Conservative administration that we had.
That-administration was presided over by
that staunch, stalwart Tory, Sir Allan Mae-
Nab, Nor did John A. falter. Did they
sdy to Lord Elgin that they would not
advise the ratification of that treaty for
fear that if it were afterwards abolished
the Canadian poeple would be forced into
closer relations with the United States
On the contrary their advice to Xord
Elgin was to ratify the treaty.

“Reviewing the situation as it is placed
before us, far from sharing in the fore-
Bodings, the Ilugubrious forebodings of
what ‘we ‘are told is' tg follow the appli-
cation, not of a mew prineiple but of an
old policy, it stems to me there are eyid-
ences that we are nmow enterinig’ upon a
new era in our relations ‘with our neigh-
bors that we can see already whiténing on
the horizon the dawn of a better day.”

Sir Wilfrid went on to say that the re-
lations which have existed between Canada
and the United States for the last fifty
years and more especially for the last
twelve years and which almost came to a
crisis a year ago have been a blot upon
the civilization of the two countries,
amounting practically to a proclamation of
non-commercial intercourse so far as legis-
lation could bring that about.

“One thing could not be denied, and
that was that there was a growing feel-
ing amongst the thoughtful men of the
American union that this policy had been
injurious to themselves as well as to us,
and that it was selfish and narrow. They
were mow prepared to retrace their steps.

“There was at one time an annexation
movement in this country and it received
its first check when' Lord Elgin brought
back from Washington the reciprocity
treaty of 1854, From that day to this the
desire for annexation had dwindled until
there was not ‘a vestige of it left.

No Annexation Sentiment.

Bir Wilfrid’s peroration was as follows:
“Once the conmvietion of every American
citizen was that the Canadian confedera-
tion should become a part of the Ameri-
can union. Recent events have shown that
there are still men in the United States
who harbor that hope. 'But there are
also men who are beginning to perceive
that the republic,’ though its career has
been glorious, has yet many questions to
solve and many dangers to face, and many
of them are beginning to recognize that
the solution of their difficult problems
would be seriously complicated, perhaps
fatally impaired if, in the territory of the
republic was to be included anotber terri-
tory as large as their own with a people,
nqt yet as numerous but destined to be
as numerous as their own, with problems
of their own also to solve, and whose
union with the United States would only
add to the complications of their own
that the American people have to solve.

“I would say to our American neighbors
that, flattering as it may be to their
pride, the idea that the territory of the
republic should extend over the whole con-

d| tinent from the waters of the Gulf of

Mexico to the waters of the Arctic Ocean,
to remember that we Canadians were born
under-the same flag as were your ancest-

if an, economic erisis were to arvise in
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ors, and under which perhaps’ they mady
have suffered some oppression, but which
to us has been and is more than ever the:
emblem of freedom. . \

‘““Remember that if you have founded a
nation upon a separation from the mother-3
land, we Canadians have set our hearts:
upon building up a nation without separa-.
tion; that in this task we are already fary
advanced with -our - institutions, -with jour;
national identity -as ‘a .people and. with:
everything that constitutes a nation to
which we are just as devoted as you are to-
yours. :

“Remember that the blood which flows..
in our veing is as good, just as good, as
your own, and that if you are a proud
people, thongh we have not your numbers,
| we are just as proud as you are, and that
rather than part with our national exist-
ence we would part with our lives. ¥

“If my voice could be heard that far I
would presume to say that our American:
friends There may be a speetacle perhapsy.
nobler yet than the spectacle of a unitedx
continent, a spectacle which would aston-:
ish the world by its novelty and gran-.
deur, the speetacle of two people living
side by side for a distance of 4,000 miles, .
a line which is' hardly visible in many:
quarters, with'not a canom, with :not a
gun frowning across it, with not.a fortress
on either sideé, with no armament onel
against another, but living ip harmony,}
in mutual confidence, and with no other’

merce and the arts; of peace. e
1“To_the Canadian people, 1 would say
that if it is-possible for us to .obfakn such;
rélations between these two young andi
growing nations,’ Canada” will ‘have render-
ed to old England; the mother. of nations,
nay, to the whole British Empire, a ser-
vice unequalled in its present effect, and.
still more in its -far-reaching conse-’
quences.”
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