10.

JTHE EVENING TIMES AND STAR, ST. JOHN, N. B, FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 1918

FOR HEALTH AGT
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Address Last Night by Dr. G.

s G. Melvin .

DEPAKTMENT NEEDED

‘Says Practical Results Sure to Fol-i
lovy — Organizatien of St. An-,
drew’s * Church’ Men Piedge|
Their Support

Before a getstogether of the men’s
organization in the school room of St
Andréw’s church last evening at 6.15
o’clock, when the members of the Ladies’
Aid of the church supplier luncheon.
Dr. G. G. Melvin, medical health officer,
delivered a timely and highly interesting
address on Public Health. Dr. Melvin
treated his subject informally, but dealt
with it in an able, direct and undestand-
able manger, driving his points home
and quoting figures and statistics, to
prove his arguments for the need of this
great work that was being done, and
what remains to be done, in the interests
of public health.

The most important features of the
theme developed by Dr. Melvin' was that
contagious diseases are spread only by
personal contact with the person who is
ill and that the contagious ailment is
-never transmitted through the air to
distant bodies; also dealing with what
the public health officials have done in
various cities within recent years in-
cluding the city of St..John and lastly
Dr. Melvin urged his hearers to lend
their sympathies and their efforts to
bring about a final adoption of the Pub-
lic Health Act to come before the local
legislature, and made a strong plea for
all present to help the sponsors for the
act and all its supporters.

In beginning, Dr. Melvin said that
public health was as board as the world
ftself; it embraced the whole earth and |
everything in it, and was as old_ as the
human race. Yet. it was comparatively
new when some features of it were con-
sidered.

Going Back to Hebrews.

Dr. Melvin divided his address into
three periods: Public health with the
Hebrews, public health at the time of
Pasteur, introducing the science of bac-
teriology, and lastly public health from
,the time of Pasteur to the present. To
prove that public health was something
old Dr. Melvin went back to sanitation
in the days of the Hebrews. Their
health precautions and laws. were the
admiration of the whole world and have
been up to the present, and it was only
recently that their laws had been ne-
newed. Dr. Melvin said that public
health underwent various names such as
sanitation, hygiene, state medicine, but
the most appropriate title was “preven-
tive medicine”, as its function is not so
much to cure but to prevent a contrac:
tion of the disease. The difference be-
tween preventive and’curative miedicine
. was explained. J

“Public health has come down through:
the ages. In 1665 when the terrible
plague was in.England public health ac-
tivities were extensively carried on and
were the chief means for driving the
plague away; eyen Napoleon, the great-
est man in Europe, had to subject him-
self to quarantine in his return from
Egypt in 1798 as he came from a land

_where there was cholera. His clothes
were fumigated and quarantine was or-
dered. Therefore you see public health
is something to be proud of and some-
thing venerable.”

By the discovery of bacteriology sci-
entists were given much to aid public
health. It gave the people relief from
the idea that contagious diseases shot
through the air like arrows; it brought
them to the belief that it was contagious
only when one came in contact with the
person affected.

Speaking of quarantine, Dr. Melvin
said, that it was one of the main lines
of .sanitation, but it was not the chiet
one. The theory of bacteriology had
been perfected by the introduction of

_ vaccination, to prevent the spread of
smallpox. “The dangers of sewer gas
almost crazed the public at one time,
but it brought about the trade of plumb-
ing and the better plumbing you have
the betting ~housing conditions, other
things being equal.”

Germs Useful in Place.

With the introducing of bacteriology
there followed much talk of germs, and
_this had produced the thought that all
germs were bad. “Ninety-nine per cent
_of germs are harmless, without which
we could not live, animals could not lLive,
Germs aid the growth of animal life,
but still in some instances it destroys
and decays life.  Disease producing
germs are dangerous and should be
avoided.” ’

Coming to our town times, Dr. Mel-
vin cited the city of New York to show
what had been done by public health,

The World’s
most famous
Dressmakers

are making changes in
styles to which this sea-

son’s D & A Corsets are
perfectly adapted.

The D & A Corsets are fitted on
living Canadian models and bring
to Canadien women the latest
styles adapted specially to their
requirements.

The prices of D & A Corsets

average one-half those of im-
ported eorsets.

D & A Corsets are made by the
Dominion Corset Co., makers of
the La Diva Corsets andthe D & A
“‘Good Shape’’ Brassiéres.
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more arduous work on our pa t” This
is the main point of the act now before’
the government at Fredericton, he said,
to enforce the public health law all over
New Brunswick, Dr. Melvin asked his
hearers to lend their sympathies to the
proposed act so that the whole province
would come under a more ‘defined or-
ganization of public health. He said
the cities of New Brunswick were fairly
well protected, but it was the main ob-
Jject of the proposed bill to extend the

work all over the rural districts and to

put all districts under as good a health
organization as it was possible to do.
Typhoid fever creates greater ravages in
the rural sections and there being no
public health supervision in these places
there is no enforcement of the act. This
will be overcome with the new act.

“It will cost money,” he said, “but you
can’t carry on this war on rose water;
any good work must have money and
expenditure; you must also expend labor,
common sense knowledge and you
can not do this without spending money.

] §

Why is this province swept by smallpox
every few years? Simply. because there
is no vaccination. In the last five years
1, myself, have vaccinated over 4,000
children and as many have been vacci-
nated by other physicians privately;
continue this and you will in time have
the whole province vaccinated. In other
places in this province there is the same
law to have all children in schools vac-
cinated, but it is not enforced, and this
is what the proposed piece of legislation
will do. There will be excellent effects.
In New York the motto adopted is: ‘An
adequate and wise expenditure for pub-
lic health.” !

Dr. Melvin said that towns in  New
Brunswick with populations of 8,500 had
expended $80 in the past year; another

' i
lead to a decent, honorable and healthy
old - age.”

Rev. F. S. Dowling occupied the chair
-and there were a large number bf men
of the church present. At the conclusion
of the address Dr. Melvin was accorded
a hearty vote of thanks on behalf of the
men by Rev. Mr. Dowling. Others.spoke|
also expressing the value of .the passage
of such a bill for public health to come

, before thelegislature.

The-ladies of the- churel were extend-
ed a vote of thanks for: the. excellent
luncheon they had served.. Mrs. Frank

White, president of the W. Ay responded |

for the ladies.

A quartette by Messrs. Wood, Young,
Guy and Charlton afforded much: merri-
ment- to the audience, especially: -the
“Hymn of Hate,” sung for the benefit
of “Kaiser Bill.” i :

Fredericton,” N. ' B.,, March 14-Con
vincing arguments in favor of the gov-
ernment’s plans for a new health depart-
ment are given in the annual report.of
the secretary of the Provincial Board
of Health, Dr. Roy H. McGrath, which
has been presented to the legislature.
Among the most convincing of the argu-'
ments, he says, are the reports submit-
ted by dome of the local boards and
the absence of any report at all' from
others,

Mention is made of the smallpox
epidemic which appeared in November
and a fuller report is promised at a
futer date.

The introduction to the report,which
is accompanied by such reports as were
received from the local hoards, is as
follows:

“In submitting this report for the year
just part, I will refrain from making
any comments on the general health sit-
uation in the province, as: I have found
it since assuming the duties of secretary,
becaude of the fact that a sanitary sur-
vey of the province has been made by a

most competent sanitarian, acting on the
orders of the executive, and his report:
when submitted will be most thorough
and -complete in every detail.
“Recognizing phe necessity, I can most
heartily endorse the movement which
makes such a survey and report possible,
and trust that the recommendations to
be made 1n the report when publjshed,
will be forthwith carried into effect,
and a much needed reformation in the,
administration of - public health matters
in this province, will be enacted by those
having power to grant many needed re-
forms, |
. “For some months past the member—{
ship of the Provincial Board of Health )
has been reduced to its three-ex-officio
members, because of the expiration. of
the terms of the chairman and five other,
members, and it has not been thought'
necessary to make new appointments or
re-appointments by those in authority. !
There has heen .in consequence very
little activity displayed as a board, ex-
cept in holding immergency meetings
during November, to *pass compulsory
vaccination orders made nec§esary by an
epidemic of smallpox at present exist-
ing in several health districts. The.full
report will be submitted on these con-,
ditions in due course, |
“The reports from the various local!
boards herewith submitted, will be found
interesting from any standpointsJ
Those from :the . . John, Moncton, |

9t Saves
Blls

!f This is the Rev. A. D. McLeod’s
Jopinion ‘of Zem-Buk. ' This clergy-
man, who lives at Harcourt, N.B,
writing to the proprietors, remarks
“ upon the unusual popularity which
Zam-Buk enjoys in the homes of
the people of his parish. He says:
«1 know of nothing that can -
compare with it.. Having charge
of an extensive mission, - over
which I travel constantly, I meet
with many sick and aflicted people,
cand 'T have beén amazed at the
good which Zam-Buk is doing daily.
I have learned, as an absolute fact,
that for bazd ulcers, old wounds,
eczema and skin diseases of all
kinds the healing powers of Zam-
Buk are simply marvellous. For
the painful ailment, piles, alsd, it
is excellent, Many a doctor's bill
is saved by the use of Zam-Buk.”
For cuts, burns and scalds Zam-
Buk is equally good. Nothing ends
pain &nd heals so quickly. 80c.
box, 3 for $1.25. All dealers or-
Zam-Buk. Co., Toronto. Send lc
stamp for free trial box.

am-Bu |

|
!
large percentage of health districts,
speaks loudly in favor of the movement
{pr reform in public health administra-
1on. !
“In many districts willing health of-'
ficials are much handicapped and dis-
couragéd in their work through lack of
support, and at times interference, of
municipal officials. E
“The secretary closes with an expres-
sion of trust that the plan for a new.
and up-to-date health administration in
this province, to be submitted to the
legislature, will receive the. hearty sup-|
port of our law-makers.” ]

Y. W. P. A. ACTIVITIES,

An unusually good meeting of the Y.
W. P. A. was held last evening in the|
War - Veterans’ rooms, Misy Jessie |
Church presiding. The treasurer re-|
ported that there was a balance of!
$866.22 in the general fund, $76.10 in the

, reserve fund, and $106.57 in the returned

soldiers’ fund. The-feature of the meet-
ing was an address by Captain Best of

the military Y. M. C. A. Plans were
discussed for, the fashion show to be
held soon. The society was placed on
record as supporting the food pledges |
and desiring to do all possible to follow |
to the letter the regulations issued by

one spent $15 on public health matters,. Chatham, and Fredericton boards being | the fosd board. The sum of $10 was |

and a whole county with a population
of 82,000 spent only $50 on public health. |

The passage of the presént bill would |
help to bring to many people the great-|
est blessing on earth, “health of -the

body, both mental and physical nnd'absqnce'iof any. report at all from the was voted for this cause.
'

well detailed and exhaustive, and show
praisewarthy activity on the part of the
various officials apd health officers, whilei
the reports received from other local|
boards-leave much. to be desired, and the

voted to Captain Gale of the 25th bat- |
talion, formerly of St. John, to provide
extra luxuries for the men of “A” com-
pany. It was decided ta take over the!
canteen at the Seamen’s Mission and $50 |

and showed how lives had been saved
and yearly being saved, Dr. Melvin said !
that the best health administration of |
the world outside of, perhaps, London,
was in New York, In 1900 the death |

toll was twenty in every thousand in |

8 year, but in 1916 it hu«z been reduced
to fourteen deaths per thousand in a
year. Senitary scientists in New York
save yearly 80,000 lives. “They have no
patent or special way of living, they are
susceptible to disease like wus, but
through the exercise and activity of their
public health they save life.”

Coming to St. John, Dr. Melvin said
in the last four years the death rate was
reduced from 17% to 15% deaths per
thousand a year which means in a popu-
lation as large as St. John that 100 lives
are saved yearly, Referring to the infan-
tile mortu{lty, four years ago, he said,
there were 200 deaths among infants
under one year of age and last year
there was 153; therefore fifty lives of in-
fants under one year have been saved in

_that time. “Contaglous diseases in St.
John .have also been considerably re-
duced,” he sald, “there have been within
the last year three deaths from typhoid;
two from dyptheria and nine from
scarlet fever, such utility can be de-
rived from public health by our modest
system here what more vast accomplish-
ments can be the result if we are given
better facilities; we get measurable re-
sults now and If the new Public Health
Act goes through, how much greater re-
sults can be attained.”

Getting at Rural Disteicts.

He yrged an immediate adoption of
the Public Health Act to come before
the legislature. Dr. Melvin said that if
better public health laws were enforced
In the rural distriots, better results
be ebtained in the cities of the province

fony as it is, there is “an importation ot
disease so to speak, which calls for
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NEW COLLAR CREATION BY

L TOOKE. THE ACCEPTED STYLE FOR
PRESENT WEAR.

.

Tooké collars, for more than forty years,
have always set the highest standards of

style, quality and workmanship in collar

manufacture. € Tooke collars possess a

touch of refinement that is not to be

found in those of ordinary makes.

ALL LEADING STORES SELL THEM
20c EACH OR 3 FUR 50C

MADE IN CANADA

T

TOOKE BROS. LIMITED SHaZers

MONTREAL; - TORONTO “WINNIPEG - VANCOUVER

Last Gall', Gorner
Union and Sydney

Las| Notice, Gor.
Union and Sydney

Cor. Union and Sydney Sts.

SATURDAY AND
MONDAY ONLY

We are bringing in to a close one of the most
successful sales we ever exploited. Naturally.
we have many broken lots and sizes left over,
and we mean to clean these out and make room
for Spring goods, so former sale prices have
been further cut for Two Days Only.

These are not the days when Bargains go
a-begging; with almost every article advancing
in price, genuine snaps are scarce.

This is a Bona Fide Offer None Can Afford

to Ignore!

We anticipate a big demand. Our advice
is shop early.—Corner Union and Sydney Sts.

Soine Outstanding Values:

360 yards of SHAKER MILL-ENDS to be
sold, 36 in. wide . . ........... ... 16¢c. a yard

LADIES WAISTS—Broken sizes. Reg. $3.25 to $2.00,

LADIES WAISTS—In Voiles and Fine Lawns,
LADIES’ WHITE JAP SILK WAISTS—Reg. $2.00
LADIES’ BLACK WAISTS—In Sateen,

Prices for Frida
LADIES’ HOUSE D

LADIES LARGE ALLOVER APR

0 Clear for 59. and
{atest styles,

7%

Sale Prices, 98¢c. and $1.25
Sale,

and Saturday.

$1.25
?opun'and Silk, at Special %ow
ES in great varfety............ cicaae.s OB 0D
Clearing Price, 5%.

We have other special Waist' Bargains of interest to ladies at Bargain
Prices which space prevents listing, 5

....... @eisiiiociveiai i From 7% ap
LADIES’ SILK HOSE—Black or White ...... el R

CORSETS
Hundreds of pairs at Special Prices,
50c. to $2.50§

\

LADIES' FLEECE-LINED HOSE ..................... Clearing at 25c.
‘LADIES' DARK BROWN HOSE ...ccvoeeaiiiniinnan. Clearing at 49%.
LADIES’ HOSE in other leading colors reduced from former sale prices.

LADIEY BLACK POPLIN SKIRTS

.. Special, $2.48

CHILDREN'S COMFORTABLES—Only a few left. The balance will be
sold et oL st 6%, and 98c.

ALL SWEATERS in Stock for Men, Women and Children at extra Iotw
prices Saturday and Monday. 0w

MEN’S TWEED WORKING PANTS~—Good value at $2.50 to $3.00," ¢
. Winding-up Sale Price, $1.79 and $1.9% "
MEN'S WORKING SHIRTS in Heavy '

MEN'S WOOLLEN SOCKS
MEN'S HEAVY POLICE BRACES ........

Drill or Black Sateen,

A

3

To Clear from 50c. to 98c.

25¢, and

D T D SN W

BOOTS and SHOES
Men’s Heavy Working Boots —
Solid leather scles,
To clear, $2.48
Men’s Dress Boots—Black or tan,:
box or receding toe. Reg. $7.00
value . . .Special, to clear, $5.48

Ladies’ and Children’s Footwyear
Special Clearing Prices Available
Saturday and Monday Only

Rubbers for Slushy Streets
Children’s. . . . Special Price, 49c¢.
Ladies’ . . ... . Special Price, 65c.
Men’s . . .. ... Special Price, 79c¢.

Watch For The Big Sig'ns

C. J. BASSEN

Cor. Union and Sydney

29¢.
25¢.

‘|




