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BY THE REV, C. J. 8. BETHUNE, M.A,
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1. The Oyster-shell Bark-louse (dspidiotus 3. The Fall Web-worm (Hyphantria tewtor, b of its body, D
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the Apple-tres

In our “First Annual Report on the Noxious Tnscets of Ontario” (published in the
Report of the Honourable the Commissioner of Agriculture for 1870 ), we
of twenty different species of insects that are injurious to the Apple-tree, in
other of its growth, foliage or fruit. To these deseriptions we
marks, in order to set before the reader any further inform
the past year,
l. THE OvsTERSHELL BARK-LOUSE (Aspidiotus Concl

publication of our remarks upon this insect (First Re port,

Enlmunln‘_‘is! of Illinois, has deseribed a new parasitic insect that, he has eood reason to be-

lieve, is doing valuable service in reducing the numbers of this noxious insect. In the West-

ern States, and judging from the cessation of complaints on the

also, the Bark-lice are steadily diminishing in number, This decrease is not to be attributed

to human agency, but to the increase of parasitic insects that feed upon them, and especially

to the labours of the tiny Chaleis fly, now made known to us by Dr. Le Baron. We may

Judge of the immense service performed by this little creature from the statement of Dr, Le

Baron, that among eight hundred and forty-four. scales on twigs, taken from different localities

in Illinois, he only found fifty-seven, or about one in fifteen, that contained any eggs for an-

other year’s crop, and that twice as many of these were destroyed by Chalcides as by all other

agencies combined. He gives the following account of the insect in an article in the American

Entomologist, vol. ii, p- 361 (a most valuable publication, whose suspension we much regret) :

“In the early partof the season, whilst examining the lice upon an apple tree, 1 noticed

two or three little yellow Chaleides running along the infested twigs, which I conjectured

i might be the parasites of the Bark-louge, but had no proof that this was the case. But aboug

| the first of August, upon raising one of the scales, I happened to uncover one of these insects
in the last stage of its transformation. Its wings were not yet unfolded, but it ran so rapid- | 5 in all i

ly that I had some difficulty in keeping it within the field of the lens. As soon as it paused 1nsect 1n la ,'Fu;]

long enough to be examined, it was easily recognized as a Chaleis by its general aspect, and  § DU (1) '

especially by the peculiar vibratile motion of its short geniculate antennae, - - a it .Inppea:ls |

“ Having once become familiar with its appearance, I have had no difficulty in capturing, (4) The so: e“

‘ in the latter part of August and September, all the specimens I desired on the infested trees, losing its mem

l I have repeatedly watched the female Chaleis in the act of inserting her ovipositor through.
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