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!»t"«in»r.' tin<lcr tlic rcRulation. of the ColonialOffice, .n the western half of the cemtinent. A. the «.ttler. werefew m number, the n.achinery of government wa. Te^y "nmle

^ hrcoJl^ .

.'"""""""^- ^'"^ constitutional hi.lorvof the colony ,h,rmR: the next half century wa« unevi-ntfu' amipract.cally distinct fnm, that of ti.e KastcVn ^roll^
The colony of South Australia, like the ill-starri.l venture mthe In han seas, was the pn.luct of ,he new horn interest of tl^!English government an.l popio in the M.hject of coloniza ionAfter the ,hsastrous results of the An,erican war. a deep dep c"-

re;pHsrnnr;"'T '; ^ "-"•^'""' »^^ '" ««a'"»t coEinterprises and territorial expansion an.) even against thecolonies thomscivcs." which were s.>mctin,es regarde.1 as a sou eof embarrassment and expenditure, and at bJst but as a si itable dumping^rouml for convicts an.l other un.lesirable! A,

strell aid
' T' " '^ '"^' ^^ '^'>- *^1"'^«' ""fi-^ient

K,rSi P'r'*""" »*» »•"'<''' «'H-ir in,lciKn.lencc. there wasbut little incentive to the fostering of over sea dominions.. Zthe convniercialaiul political advantages of colonial possessions
at last became evident: it was seen that thev mi^lit become a

of populat on through emiRration. and that these new tlcpend-encies would in t me furnish excellent markets for the expan^ng
manufacturies of Great Britain. From a subject of Sreless

Sn/h ' """^ ^"""'^ them.selves the centre of aphdan hropic interest, and of social and economic speculation,almost as dangerous in character as the former indifferent.

L^rV' ''°"T" P'^''«"^f''-"Pi«^ Hitical and commercial con-

, ominer "^^ • ""' '" '°"^' *^^' ^'''""'" '"^° ^ »"-"te"lpronunence. Th,.s unnatural condition of theoretic interest
produced Its coterie of abstract political scientists. The im.nense
unappropriated area, of At stralia offered an ideal field in whTh
to make experiments in colonization.

Foremost among these speculators was Mr. E. G Wake-
field, whose name has since become identified with the scheme
of assisted immigration by means of the land revenue fund to
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