
uniliviJc (1 pnssc.'!:iion, with the exrpption of two .

ttiiipoiaiy cst;vblisliiiiciilsl)y tlic Ilussiuns between

the hay of St. Fnincisco and Ciipe Mcnilonno,
|

wliirli were ni.ulc to facilitate their trade in I'urii,

nnd by perniissinn of ihc Spanish Government. It

is true slie had not kept up her establi.slinients
j

north of Cape Mendorino; but no ntluTs had been
J

formed in tiic .same localities; and lier rif;lits of dis-
|

c.:very, therefore, were not sunerseded l)y rights
^

of oerup.ilion on tlie part of other nations in any

portion of the territory in dispute, excepting so far

a.s they may liave been derived from tiie Ameriean
;

nnd Critish tstablishniciits, to -.vhich I urn about to
'

refer.
|

The United States had discovered the Cohimbia

river, nnd asrended it at the lime of the discovery

to the distance of twenty-five miles from its mouth.

She had also discovered "Biilfmch's Harbor, between
^

llie Columbia and the Strait of Fuca. She liad
;

rxamined the country watered by the Coliunl)ia

nnd sonic of its tributaries, and slic had formed

establishments within it at fo\ir difft rent periods—
,

in my.), lyl(», ISll, and ]81'J—tlie most southerly

near the mouth of the Columbia, and tlic most north-

erly between thcforly-eifjhth and forty-ninth jiaral-

Ie!s oT latitude. Spain claimed to have discovered

the Coliunbia seventeen years liffore Gri.y entered

it; but in IHiJl she ceded all herri^'htsto the country

north of 4"JO to the United Suites, by treaty, and thus

pave us a title to the territory -vatered by the river,
,

wliiili Greet nritainou;;ht never tohavei|ucstioned.

Hy virtneof the s(U)ic act of cession, hcrentire right
'

to the coast became vested in us.
I

In the course of the jaiblic discussions in re.spcet
|

to Orei^on, the United Slates lias been charged
'

with dishonor and bad faifli in setting up a claim

to that territory, Isl. by discovery, through the

a<rency of her own c.ilizeiis; and 2d, by cession of

the rights of Spain. For, as has been said, if the

first ground was tenable, she could not, without

inconsistency, set up a claim on the second, be-

cause she had virtually denied the second by as-

suming the first us tfie liasis of her ri;;ht. But,

sir, is it not rpiitc possible tor two nations to pos-

sess rights by eoutiguily, or to iK:cpiire them by
discovery, neither perfect, lutt capable of Ijeing

rendeied so by a mer^rer of both in one' deal
Britain herself claims a right of joint occupamy
with the United Slates in Orego'n; and she will

certainly not deny that a eessloii of her right to

us, or ours to h< r, would create a perfect title to

the country, without afl'ording cause for any im-
putation oi dishonor to either.

Great Britain, in 1818, had surveyed the Strait

of Fuca, after its outlines were known; bat she

had made no disct)vtiirs on the coast which were
not comprehended v.iu.in the boundaries of the

great districts previuusly known and visited. She
may ha\e had establishinents in the valley of the

Cidumbia; but ilVi, I have not been able to ascer-

tain the fact. She had diiicoveied Fra.'.cr's river,

whic'a empties into the Strait of Fuca ;it the forty-

ninth |iara!lel of latitude ; she had traced it from
its source to its mouth; she had formed an estab-

lishment on it near the fifly-fourth parallel; nnd it

only remains to settle by the testimony of facts the

geographical relation which this river and its valley

bear to the river and valley of the Columbia.*

• IHcre is nn rc-j-onulilc oroiind to doiibt tliiit tlie Spaniards

discovered Hie mouth of Tiazcr's river ; liut Hie locality Uiii

T pass hy, ns unconnected with the question, for

Ihc reasons I have assigned, all sctllcmcnt.s nindc

subserie'.idy to 1818 by the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, on which Great Britflin has conferred lar§e

nnd most important powers in respect to the coun-

try west of the Rocky mountains. Indeed, these

establishinents rest upon no legal concession, even

by iierseif, which confers any right of domain.

The Hudson's I3ay Company has a mere right of

exclusive trade with the Iiidlnns, without the priv-

ilege of aciiuiring any title to the soil in Oregon;

and in this respect the nrix lieges of the Company
diflcr mi'terially from lliosc conferred on it in re-

lation to the territory it posscs-ses upon Hudson's

Straits.

I nl.so pass 1,y, ns idle, the formalities of .diking

possession of the country by Bionghton on the

Columbia, and Vi> -oin-cr in the Strait of Fuca

—

formalities a long t. ,
lefore performed in number-

less localities by the apaniurds—especially ns those

of iho Briti.sh luuigntors wen. unaccompanied by
actual settlement nnd occupation, and were in di-

rect violation of n treaty which those officers were

sent out to execute.

I have endeavored, Mr. President, in the first

liart of my remarks, to maintain the Sjianlsh title

to the northwest coast of Americn. I regard all at-

tempts to disparage it ns antiquated and obsolete,

to be founded upon partial nnd illiberal views of

the subject. It is unnecessary to say to you, sir,

or the f^i natp, that antiquity i.s the highest clement

of title, if the chain can be 'traced down urbrokcn

and entire to our own times. The Spnnish titl« to

the northwest coast is almost coeval with the voy-

ages of C^ohimbns. It is consecrated liy discovery

as high ns the 4n<l parallel of latitude by the lapse

of more than three centuries; as high as the 48th

by the lapse of two centtiries nnd a half; nnd

ns high as the 54th by the lapse of more than

seventy years. Sixty years ago it stood undis-

])utcd nnd uiumpeaclied by nny nntagonlsi claim

or pretension to lerritoruil rights. It was con-

fi-med and perfected by occupation as high as

49° :iO' half a century ago. During the succeed-

ing twenty years, it was not superseded by rights

of^cccupation on the jiart of other nations, unless

it be to the limited extent I have siatcd. Durins:

the last thirty years, all rights have been suspend-

ed by treaty arrangements betwciMi the only two

Powers who can, with any ."ace, set up a claim to

the exercise of sovereignty over Jic territory to

which it attaches. In the consideration of national

interests in territorial jiosscssions, it is a narrow

not apiK'iir to inc to be nt distinctly settled ns to authorize

I
me to H-siiiiie it as ii Tact ill llie text. Oil rctiirini! to Van-

' couvcr's Journal, voliiiiic M, piuic 187, it will be seen that he

l.asscd the luonlli of the livir without iliscovi'rinn it, it be-

iiia then, as it is said to he now. nearly masked by a shoal

extcii(!in2 northwardly l'ri>in Cape liohcris about seven miles.

Capi Kolicrts is the siiiithcrn pniiit ol'thc rivi'r, and it is in-

ti iseelcd by the4'Jlh parallel ol latitiid.-. .At pa!xi-212of tlie

same volnincii will be seen that, alter incctiii!; Gahanonnil

Vald's i-.\T I'oint (Jrcv. (a tew mihs north of tlie river.) as

he s: at pai.'c 0119. VanconviT r ays :
'• I sliewed them the

slicu .ad made oi' our excursion, and pi.iiited out tlie only

spilt wiiicli I iiinccivcd wo. had lift iinexan.incd, nearly at

tbelnad ot"I!eriiard"s channel: tln'V seemed nmi'li surprised

that we had nm I'ound a river said to exist in the region we
had been expleriei, and named by oii<! <d' their nlBi'iTs Rio

Jtlancho, ill e.iinpliment to the then prime miiii-terof i^pain ;

which rivi r thee L'cntbmen bad soiisht thus tiir to no pur-

pose." There can be no doubt that this was Frazer's river,

as there is no other stream in the region Vancouver " had
been cxpioimg.''


