
rii<-(« th.1t have Ix'.'ii f(ir thipusaii<l> ')f yours occluded from the influence of

.loveK)i)in'.'nt and M.:m^.—that are probably the .same now as they wore

ill the days of the patriarchs ; that use the same rude flint axes as are

„„w found buried deep in tlu- drift in Europe, or covered up by the gra-

dual f^niwth of peat, liy the .lianges of rivers, and the various agencies

tliat have ahered tlie aspect <.f I'luropc ^ince tlie remote age when the

ra.c- that u.scl them existed. Simple in tlicir idea> and unchanged in

,\n'\v h:il>lt>. they liavc but few tr-tivals, and tlio meaning of their religious

lit.- i> >in!plc and apparent. < )iKr identify one of tlieir customs or festi-

val- with tlie superMitioii of civili/cd nations, and what i^ inexplicable in

.he latter case, can be, with but little difficulty, investigated in the former

.•aM;, and identified as a rude creation uf a rude and simple faith. The con-

eln>i..n thus arrived at re-.-eive.- a very >ignitieant ecjntirHiation. wlien we turu

tVoni one nation of savago to aimther in a difterent j.art of the world, and

.ire led to precisely the same -onrhi-ion. lieuee we e.-tablish, by a com-

parison uf "the custom- of all uatiun>. what are oninrsnl mstoms: and

we an-ive at their primeval meaning, by making the >imple religious eu8-

„,ni "f the nnehanged ravage a due fn the nibeiwi>e inexplicable popular

.-upei>titioii of civilized nations.

!t i^ htirdly nece-saiy to ^ta;.' that if it i'an lie [.roved that there are

i,.ti,.- nf primhive -ocietv inherited by all nation.-, it is apparent that they

. ,,11-iitiite tlie mn-t lemarkalile hl-turieal meuK.rials in the worhl. While

rlie iv-eurehes<if the tleologi-l have i;nabled him to di.>cover with what

..x'tinei animaU man ha> been coeval, and with what weapons he contended

with hi> Ltiguiitic fne-, and while \\w ancient homes of extinct races in

Hurnpe have ,li-cl.,-ed to the eye u[ tlie eii.iuirer the nature of the food

tiiat tl;ey ate, and the rude implement.- that they u^ed. the .>^tmly of uni-

ver-al custom^, if my conclusions are correct, may do far more; it may

open tip to us the social and religious life of jirimitive man, his festivals

of rejoieings and hi> day> -f mour-iing,—his vague belief in the existence

uf >pivitual' being>. and hi- dim glimmerings of a future existence.

rarrying u- back to an anterior to the dispor.sio-i of man. it may give

u- a new gl-ound uj^on whi.'h to inve.-tigate many i(ue.-tioii.- a> to the reli-

„i„i,- of e-rvillzed nations which have eluded the empiiry uf the ingenious

and the learned. It may give us a basis upmi which we may a>^ume that

eivilization and superstition, hand in hand, constructed the .strange creeds

iind mythologie,- of ancient nations

("ouK-ious that the eonclu>ions to which 1 had been led were of great

importance, in throwing light on the history of our race, and on ancient

i,:^te.rv T b.ave avoided prematurely bringing them before the public. In

IS.-V,),"' although my nam" was put down by the Society of Anti4uaried


