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na lye country, he tells us that he dare not absent himself from Ireland
est he should lose the fruits of his labors, and become guilty of a derelic-
lon of duty m the sight of God. Had he been a native of either Scot-
laud or England, such a journey, including his return, would only occupy
a lew days

;
or had he been overpressed with the labore oi his ministry,

a visit on the part of his friends and relatives from either of those coun-
tries could cause little inconvenience, aa it would be more than counter-
balanced by his gratitude.

In his writings, St. Patrick has left but an imperfect memorial of his
lamily Tlie peculiar distress which the conduct of Coroticus had
caused, and which the Saint, in his letter to that Prince, had so firmly
censured, induced him to allude rather particularly to his relatives. He
describes their position in society as respectable, and such as then enti-
t.tlcd thorn to partake in honors, which were attached to civic functions.
Ills lather, Calphurnius, was the son of Potitus, a priest, and was him-
self decorated with the holy order of deacon. According to the laws of
the emp,re, his father and gi-andfather by engaging in the sacred minis-
try forfeited the privilege., to which tiiey were entitled by inheritance.
i.ut from a relaxation in those laws, or from some particular favor, the
family of our Saint were not deprived of their hereditary privileges
Tliat thoy were of Koman origin, is sufficiently clear from the fomi of
their names

;
and in his letter to Coroticus, he refers to the Remans aa

Ins fellow-citizons. Of his mother, Conchessa, and of the other membera
of lus family, but little authentic has been preserved. It appears that
' 3 has been boni in Gaul, but of her family connection the ancient an-
nals are wholly silent. Some assert that she was the near relative of St
Martni, Bishop of Toui-s. Tl.o silence of those annals refutes the asser-
tion, as a circumstance so honorable to her family would not be omitf^d
by persons desirous to exalt the character of St. Patrick with posterity
St. ^fartin was a native of Pannonia

; nor is there any ground for sup-
posing that any l)rutlu.r8 or sisters ivsi.led with him in Gaul. Neither
Sulpicius Severus, Paulinus, or any other l)iographer of St. Martin
made mention of thom

; nor does it appear that any of his family, which
WIS settled at Pavia, followed him to Toure. Ho returned to Italy to
visit his j)aronts, who were Pagans, and then exerted himself to brinir
them over to the ( hristian faith. IIIh father romaim-.l obntinate, but hia
mother embraced the true faith wiiich her son announced.

Much is related of the numerous kinsfolk of St. Patrick in Ireland
by Usher and Colgan, who has collected the whole in a copious dissertft-
tion. On(, Hister is said to have lKH>n the mother of sevonteen earn, all
of whom became bishops, priests, or nwviWH, UvhWh", five (hmj^hters. who
were nuim. Another sister, Messed with as many m^m as the former,


