
ETON AND OXFORD II

memories. He seems to have worked hard as a
student, and, indeed, earned a certain amount of
unpopularity by his persistence in regarding serious

study as part of his business and his duty He was
untiring at Greek and Latin, and occupied his holiday
time in studying mathe- .-

matics. He never, I believe,
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became a great classical

scholar in the narrow and

pedantic sense. Probably

no one whose scholarship

took that limited and prac-

tical form ever really appre-

ciated the beauty of the

great authors whom he

studied. You cannot ap-

preciate Shakespeare if you "it.

are always occupied in try-

ing to parse him. Young

Gladstone soon came to

have the most magnificent

appreciation of the soul and spirit and form and phrase

of the great Greek and Latin authors whom he loved.

He persisted w^ ile at Eton in being an unostentatiously

pious and religious student. He would not join in

or countenance any mockery or levity about things

which he had been taught to regard as sacred. Yet
there was nothing whatever of the " prig " about him,
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