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quite an impetuous torrent, and a large portion

of the prairie land was under water. A few

days, however, sufficed to change the scene

;

the snow which had covered the ground for

so many months had all disappeared; the birds

which had been mute or had migrated during

the winter, now made their appearance, and

chirped and twittered round the house ; the

pleasant green of the prairie was once more

presented to their view, and Nature began to

smile again. Other ten days passed, and the

trees had thrown out their leaves, and after one

or two storms, the weather became warm and

the sky serene.

Great was the delight of the whole party at

this change ; and now the cows were put out

to their pasture, and Emma and Mary went

milking as before, no longer afraid of meeting

with the wolves. The boat was launched, and

Percival and John went out to procure fish.
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