
382 END OF THE TROUBLES.

The Luddite movement gradually died out The hi<^h

rewards ottered for the discovery of tlie murderers of Mr.

Horsfall and of the assailants of C'artwri<j;ht's mill had

their efi'ect. Three croppers, Mellor, Thorpe, and Siuith,

were denounced and brought to trial. All three had been

concerned in the niurdir, together with Walker, who

turned Kinj^'s evidence for the reward— Mellor and

Thorpe having fired the fatal shots. The same men hud

been the leaders in the attack on Cartwright's mill.

They were tried at the assizes at York on the 2d of

January, 1813, with sixty-four of their comrades, before

Baron Thomas and Judge Le Blanc, and were found

guilty, although they were defended by Hemy (after-

ward Lord) Brougham, ^lellor, Thorpe, and Smith were

executed three days afterwards. Fourteen of the others

were hun.g, as were five Luddites who were tried before

another tribunal.

After this wholesale act of severity the Luddite dis-

turbances soon came to an end. The non-success which

had attended their ettbrts, and the execution of all their

leaders, thoroughly cowe<l the rioters, and their ranks

were speedily thinned by the number of hands who found

employment in the rapidly-increashig mills in the district.

Anyhow from that time the Luddite conspiracy ceased

to be formidable.

The Sankeys mill at Marsden flourished greatly under

Ned's management. Every year saw additions to the

buildings and machinery until it became one of the largest

concerns in Yorkshire. He was not assisted, as he had


