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has the right to call for the aid of the Federal Government to repel

invasion.

I have expressed to the British Minister near this Government a con-

fident expectation that the agents of the State of Maine, who have

been arrested under an obvious misapprehension of the object of

their mission, will be promptly released; and to the Governor of

Maine that a similar course will be pursued in regard to the agents of

the Province of New Brunswick. I have also recommended that any

militia that may have been brought together by the State of Maine,

from an apprehension of a collision with the Government or people of

the British Province, will be voluntarily and peaceably disbanded.

I cannot allow myself to doubt that the results anticipated from

these representations will be seasonably realized. The parties more

immediately interested cannot but perceive that an appeal to arms,

under existing circumstances, will not only prove fatal to their present

interests, but would postpone, if not defeat, the attainment of the main

objects which they have in view. The very incidents which have re^

cently occurred will necessarily awaken the Governments to the impor-

tance of promptly adjusting a dispute, by which it is now made mani-

fest that the peace of the two nations is daily and imminently endan-

gered. This expectation is further warranted by the genernl forbear-

ance which has hitherto characterized the conduct of the Government

and people on both sides of the li..e. In the uniform patriotism of

Maine, her attachment to the Union, her respect for the wishes of the

people of her sister states, of whose interest m her welfare she cannot

be unconscious, and, in the solicitude felt by the country at large for

the preservation of peace with our neighbors, we have a strong guar-

antee that she will not disregard the request that has been mad" of her.

As, he ever, the session of Congress is about to terminate, and the

agency of ttie Executive may become necessary during the recess, it is

important that the attention of the Legislature should be drawn to the

consideration of such measures as may be calculated to obviate the ne-

cessity of a call for an extra session. With that view, I have thought

it ray duty to lay the whole matter before you, and to invite such

action thereon as you may think the occasion requires.

M. VAN BUREN.

Washington, 26th February, 1839.
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