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ycius iv^o I knew u slio|> whciv tlioy paid tvvo dnlliirs ]«] ]>:\\r t'of |iiiiils. W'c liave

.struck to support ilieso |ici>pk' hrcausc tlir coin ractois arc jn^t uriiiilin,i,f tliciii down.
We want as a union to control tlii> laljuui' ami to aidilic j^iil^in rlio i>aiit and vest
(lc[)artin('nls. Tlio cniployt'rs said we will ]iay •'^l.")0 and '<1 .2-"i t'or \csts and V"" not
intcrt'eiv, but it' wc did not intcrtcri' tlicsc ;^iiis would somi lie doin;;' the woik t'or lit'tv

cents. \N'c will lij^dit this thint;. 'I'hc only way to picvciil it is to make emplnvcis of

laljour do away with hack shops and ciiiploy wi'houi contract. This system ot -.prcad-

iuii the work all o\-(;i' \.\hi city and pulling; one human heini;- against the other is wron^.
Durin,",' the present stiike a tailor wlio wished to i;-et an overcoat completed t'or whicli

lie would prohahly get thirty dollers, sent it up to one ot' the e-talilishmcnts to s-c it'

tlie men would do it. They (the strikei-s) went aiul got the coat and seni it hack.

They are trying to Wreak oin- ]iow(M' t(j earn a livehhood. These men would not care it

the women jirosituted tlieir h(jdies at night to make a living wage. You nnist make
employers do away with Ijack shops. These contractors are all sweaters. If they would
unite artd go to the warehouseman and say we will not work at tin' jirices v(Ui olFcr us ;

they are too low ; then tiiey would he ahk'topay girls and men li\ing wages. Instead
ot' th t each man tries to cut the price. I liop(> we will light this tiling to the enri,

Mr. Ijovic.—And I liope tliat the wjiolesale trade will give you all i he assi' ance
which they can, hut I know t'or ;i fact tliat these same custom men arc getting their

coats made hy wholesale men. This gentleman (referring to Mr. Strachan) says that
we have oiu'selves to hlame for making coats so cheaply. That is going a little heyond
the truth. We ha\-e ni> more control over that than lie has for the simple reason that

when there is a surplus of men there will always lie ctiupet ition.

.Mr. Stuaciiax. "Is there a surplus of contractors?

Mr. Ijovi:. -Why, yes. 1 1 retpiires no experience. Anyhody can get into it.

The Co.MMissioNKi;.-- I think we all agree with .Mr. Strachan that if the men and
contractors (.mly united they could settle a great many grievances, hut the great thing

is to get them to unite.

Mr. LovK.— Many men go into the l)usiiiess because there is a living in it, hut
knowing nothing about the ic'iuireinents of a trade.

The ( 'oMMissioNKU.— T would lilce to get an • nswer to this i|uestioii. At what- ago

do workers drop out l)y reason of failing health or iiu'liiciency .'

.Mr. SiH.vcil.W. So far as I am connected with the custom trulc. i do not know
of any tailors retiring liefoie seventy. 'I'iiey are compelled to work as lung as they can.

That would not he the case if they had shorter hours and better wages.

The CoMMlssiONKli.— 1 ask that (piestimi because it leads to the next, that is -are

there any diseases peculiar to the trade .'

Mr. D.wis—T can answer that. Now we have the latest iin]irovcments. hut it

used to he before we hinl steam or electric power that we workeil the machines v\itli our

feet. In those times, a machine t)perator could not exist lonuer ih.in eii;ht or nine years.

Hinc e we hive the improvements, power to run the machines and so on, and liave

bi'ought the e-tablishmcnts under the Factory .\ct, 1 do not, think that we have any
diseas-.'s jieculiar to tim trade.

Th(^ CoMVtlssioM-;K.What, about handling goods from v\l)ii-h the fumes of t' e dye
stuH's arise .'

Mr. I >.\\ is. -.\s long as the shop- are well ventilated it doe- not do inm-li haiin.

The CoviMlssniV[':n.— Is your ex]>erience of the shops that they an- well ventilated?

Mr. D.WIS. AVe are trying our best to keep the r.gulations of the l'"actoiy Act.

Those who do not do so are made to ki co the shops in proper shajie and as long iis the

place is rixht there is not much dangi>r.

Ml. S.\ii)i:i!M \\. T am a machine operilor myseh'. I want to say that while the

fool power aU'ec-ied the feet and iegs, electric power harms the whole body.

.Mr. D.w is. How lf)ng flid you 'vork by foot j)ower .'

^^r. Snii)I;i!M.\\'.— Until i could work i.o longer.

Mr. (U'liorsKV.—Only a few establisments in the city have the latest machinery

and ev'-ii with improved machines in ten or eleven years, a good able-bodied man will

be like a broken down street car hoi-se. It does not take o long \o break the t:iris


