
bccn diminishcd in any wisc since I liavo

returncd, except by the cordial support of my
colleagUL'8, nnd I believo also my friends in

this House, (cheers). In order to sbow tbat

I did not for a moment forgct that I was thorc

to rcpresent the interests of Canada, I muKt
^ask you to look at the despatch of 16th Febru-
•ary, 1871, which reached me at Washington, a
few days after I arrived there—it will be secn

that Lord Kimberiy used this expression, " as
" at présent advised HerMajesty's Government
" are of opinion tbat the right of Canada to

" cxclude Americans from fishing in the waters
" within the limits of three marine miles of the
" coast, is beyond dispÉte, and can only be
•' ocded for an adéquate considération. Should
'•' this considération take the form of a money
' payment, it appears to Her Majesty's Govern-
' ment that such an arrangement would he more
" likely to work well than if any conditions
^' were annexed to the exercise of the privilège
" of fishing within the Canadian waters."

Having read that despatch, and the suggestion

that an arrangement might be made on the

basis ot a money payment, and there being an
absence of any statt-ment that Buch an arrange-

ment would only be made with the consent of

Canada, I thought it well to communicato
with my collcagues at Ottawa, andalthough we
had again and again receivcd assurances from
Her Majesty's Government that those rights

would not be affected, given away, or ceded,

without our consent, it was thought advisable,

in conséquence of the omission of ail référence

to the necessity of Canada's assent being
ohtained to any monetary arrangement,
to communicate by cable that Canada
considered the Canadian Fisheries to be
her property, and they could not be sold

without her consent. That communication
was made by the Canadian Government on the

lOth March, and of that Government I was a
member ; and not only did that communica-
tion proceed from the Canadian Government
to England, giving them fair notice that the

Canadian Government, of which I was so a
member, would insist upon the right of deal-

ing with her own fisheries, but I took occasion

to press upon the Head of the British Com-
mission at Washington, that my own individual

opinion, as representing Canada, should be

laid before Her Majesty's Government. The
answer that came back at once by cable was
extended in full in the despatch of the 17th

March, 1871 ; and it was most satisfactor)', as

it stated that Her Majesty's Government had
never any intention of advising Her Majesty

to part with those fisheries without tbe consent

of Canada. Armod with this, I feît that I was
relieved of a considérable amount of my em-
barrassment. I folt that no matter what ar-

rangemmts might be made—no matter whether
I was oul-voted by my colleagues on the Com-
mission, or whut instructions might be given

by Her Majesty's Government, the interests of

Canada wore Safe, because they were in her

own liands, and reservod for her owiu décision.

Now, Mr. Speaker, it must not be supposed

that this wns not a substantia! concession on
the part of Her Majesty's Governmint. It

is true that Lord Kimberloy stated in liis

despatch of 17th March, that " when tho
" lU'ciprocity Treaty was condudtd, the Acts
" of the Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
" Législatures relating to the Fisheries were
" suspcnded by Acts of those Législatures, and
" the Fishe'v rights of Canada arc now under
" tlo protection of a Canadian Act of Parlia-
" ment, the repeal of which would be necessary
" in case of the cession of those rights to any
" foreign powers "—it is true in one sensc of
'«the Word, but it is also true that if Her
Majesty, in the exercise of Her power, had
chosen to make a Treaty with the United
States, ceding not only thoso rights, but
ceding the very land ovei which those waters
flow, that Treaty between England and the
United States would hâve been binding, and
the United States would hâve held England to

it. No matter how unjust to Canada, after ail

her previous promises, still that Treaty would
be a valid and obligatoiy Treaty between
England and the United States, and the latter

would hâve had the right to enforce its pro-
visions, override any Provincial Laws and
Ordinances, and take possepsion of our waters
and rights. It would hâve been a great wrong,
but the conséquence would hâve been, the
loss practically, of our rights forever, and eo it

was satisfactory that it should be settled as it

bas been settled without a doubt, appiaring
upon the records of the Conférence at Washing-
ton. Now the récognition of the proprietary
right of Canada in Her Fisheries forms a por-
tion of the State Papers of both countries.

Now the rights of Canada to those Fisheries

are beyond dispute, and it is finally established

that England cannot, and will not, under any
circumstances whatever, cède those fish-

eries without the consent of Canada. So
that in any future arrangement between
Canada and England, or England and the
United States the rights of Canada will be
respected, as it is conceded beyond dispute that
England bas not the power to deprive Canada
of them. We may now rest certain that for ail

time to corne England will not, without eut
consent, make any cession of thèse interests.

Now, Mr. Speaker, to come to the various s'jb-

jects which interest Canada more particularly,

I will address myself to them in détail, and
first, I will consider the question of most im-
portance to U8, the one on which we are now
spécial ly asked to legislate, that which interests

Canada as a whole most particularly, and which
interests the Maritime Provinces especially. I

mean the articles of the Treaty with respect to

our fishery rights. I would in the first place
say that the protocols which accompany the

Treaty, and which are in the hands of every
member, do notgive chronologically an every-

day account of the transactions of the Confér-

ence, although, as a gênerai rule, I believe the
protocols of Buch Conférences are kept from
day to day ; but it was thought better to départ

from the rule on this occasion, and only to record


