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what will be the uie of thli, if the Herringi are to be fenoed in and killed

before tbej are the length of joar finger." " We had formerly a law here/

addi Mr. Oraig," during which our Herring and other in>ihore fiiheriei

remarkably improTcd; «t that time however, there were no Weirs."*

Augaitni F. Kynaiton, aotlng-oommander of U. H. aloop Penian, wrote

to Hit Excellenoj Sir E. W. Head, Bart. :—••There are actually Weiri laid

down which mustlnecesiarily interrupt the course of myriads of fish, whlobi

bad they been allowed to pass, could have deposited their spawn unmolested •

Independent of this, these Weirs offer a great obstruction to free narigation'

and I would renture to suggest their entire remoTal.t

Captain UcLaughlio, a gentleman who was engaged as overseer of

Fisheries for 18 years, also writes—'" The paf'sage of fiih is obatruoted by

Weirs in every place where the fi^h resort.''^

This evidence establishes beyond question that wherever the weirs exist

there the Herring Fishery declines, and it is a sad lesson to be taught that,

throagb the blladnrss of former legislators, as well as the Inhabitant!

themselves, a populous region, eztendiag fiom River Quelle almost to Ri-

mouski, is now thinned of tlje most valuable species of fish which once

affected it.

The destructive tendency of Brush Weirs is to some extent admitted

by the Bill which contains a provision requiring a net-work to admit of the

escape of the fry and small fish, to be inserted at the lowest point inside,

where the tida ebbs. This provision nill not effect the object intended, for

the instant the tide ebbs the current rushes through the open net work as

through a flood-gate, and naturally attracts the drift sea-weed and rubbish,

which lodges against the netting and closes the apertures ; thu can be seen

in any Weir in which the grating has been placed.

The Basse and Shad Fisheries also are nearly extinguished by the

Weirs.

Perley, in allusion to the Basse (bar fish), wrote—" Basse were very

plentiful formerly, but now are seldom seen, having been thinned off by the

Weirs and other contrivances.

§

A Eealous missionary, who resided for many years in the Bay of Fundy,

the Rev. Ferdinand Qauvreau, alluding to the condition to which the Shad

Fishery would be reduced by these Engines, thus wrote to the Hon. If. H.

Perley:—"Standing Weirs and Standing Nets are unquestionably the most

effective means of destroying Sbnd altogether in our bays, or at least of

thinning their quantity to an incredible degree ; both ought to be discon-

tinued at once, and prohibited by strict laws, and defaulters heavily fined."
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