
THE LAND COBCMISSION.

joitice of which grave difTerences of npinioa had exiated ; but on

one point all were ananinaoanly agreed—namely, that thesyttcm
of Leasehold tenure wai a tad one, and ahonld if poisible be

destroyed He then referred ro the resolationa of the Hoase of

Assembly on this question, passed in 1869: and the Statute of

the last Session based on Ihese resolutions, which, he contended,

dearly gave to the Commiasioners ample ppwer to deal finally

with all the vexed qae ti^ns cpnaeft^ wit^ the Township l«nd»

of the Island, not aniy ^l|Me ;tt>iqle(il|r rjaffrfed to ic the Resolu-
tions, but other qdlBstloni wbtlBh had larc^y occupied the public

mind—namely. Escheat for ji^^^ nQn-perforroance of the condi-

tions of the original Grants, and tno payment of the arreara of

PHfsel.ofr tii»fase, he and
his learned aese^att <Mr^o3iio3l belif. isihelj instraotions

or brief from the Government, the Resolutions alluded to; and
it was their intention to bfisg^ points referred to in the Reso-
lutions, in the first instance, before the Commissioners, as they

•pabod^/^i^rviiei^ of ih»^ |M|ority,<»t Ihe ^flqap^ of^ AMBB|bl|,
Who Wflff rMre^e^iB^ by tj^ liMi^t miSM^^i Wm. ll>
ame time, he be|g|ed leave to state, aud wished clearly to make
it known, that the Govraaent--a 1 though they did not them-
elves advance the questions of Escheat and the payment of

Quit Reots~-deaired'' that It ahonld'^ be open to any one who
frisked to have tboae cpesiione Aotisideie^, to mmda ibfiCSiJnrt

find aecik i^s deeinion respeediag theip,.iio airto:tMik0;lb«'ptMMt

Mveatigatian t'qll and oomtfrehenaivie« «nd, i(»>pbafi|blft^«mbH£e

all views and points in dispute. H» iMistrsd'theiMO'tlis tbuo-

lotions .'1 detaiU and explained, that vtfailst ibey rafevred to other

matters, tfaey pointed pricnipally at a remissiont of tfea arteacs of

rent dae, and the settlmg a price by the Comsaissieafirs at wbicb
the Proprietors shonjd be called anon to sell th* Freehald of the

land to the Tenant. The latter, he contended, sbtfold be at a

low figure; for whatever value might now attach to the lands

in this Island, had been entirely created by the ihdoMry and

axertions of the tenantry.- He hoped the Commiasioaerp would

yiiit some of the wild and distant settlements of the Island, look

at the heavy trees which the tenant had to clear away and root

oat before the land was fit for tillage; and they ooiudaotbat
raturn with the conviction on their mii^s Uiat he whof(rils the

trees and clears the forests should ba the freeholder, and vol th«

far distant propiieior, who, pefhaps, has never srtejiea apon

the wilds of America or eooouolered the oold blairts df its win-

ter. Some seemed to think tuat the tenanOi dwiBrvad ba cansi'

deration at all. It was said titat they inttit, Wbatetrel their

difficultits, pay their rents CO the attermest. farthing* booause

they had taken leases wherein they had. ao^anrinly itedettaken

to do SO. The proprietors, too, wliein they took their gzfatv^

had as solemnly bo^nd themselves Iwithin a certaia tiiaa toaattls
j

the land» in a certain way, otherwise the i^itints wer^ to ba vttid;

and had uUo as solemnly undertaken to pay oevtain amounts of I

Quit Renta-r~yftt, as he i»elieved» these conditions were not even

in a singl i case ponctually obaerifed or perforaied by any of the

grantees; but indulgences and d;3Chaii;es had been from thrne toj

; I


