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rality. Many pens, I have no doubt, are at

this moment employed in the fame ta/k, guided

by perfons of genius and talents far Tuperior to

what I can pretend to. I have therefore to in-

treat thofe wlio may think proper to read this

book, to look upon it with an eye of lenity ; on

this ground, that in the affairs of the common-
wealth the fentiments of the meancft capacities

may fometimes be of fcrvice to the general good ;

and in order to encourage every individual to con-

tribute his mite to the common flock, the proof

ofgood indentions fhould be allowed to compenfatc

for deficiency of ability ; and zeal for the public

fcrvice, to fuperfede the fafcinating blandilh-

m«nts of flowery periods and fplendid didion.

Non omnia pojjumus omnes—and he who voluntarily

flands forward, in the hour of public calamity

and general delufion, to llrip hypocrify of its

cloak, and deception of its veil, though he may

not do it with the hand of a mafler, is certainly

entitled to *' fland in fomc rank of praife'* for

doing that which he would have done better if

he could.
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When I refleft on the high ground you. Sir,

have long occupied in the republic of letters—

that you are complete mafler of thtfubiime and

beautiful in the Englifh language, and, in addition

to thofe, even of the vis elegantia ofBiLLiNs-

GATE itfelf—I tremble lefl I fhould be accufed

B 2 of

\u


