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»iiiii l''riiiiLiHi'o nnd Kacriiiiiuiito luudcil with ntihvuy

iruii ; 7U tut-uinulivL'H IiukUmI, luiil 7o(i Liim built to

carry Oil the work uii cuiistrueliuii lUi-ount; nu 1i'.hs

timn JU aawiuilU in upcruliuri iit uhu point ut untr

tiiiio. The eiitirprifte tlnit hl'I thin i-norinoiis tntile in

nioliun is nut unc uf irrtntcr niiitpiitiidu thuu will bc

thu work nndcrti'kL'ii on this hIiIu, iui«' il'unr furnierH

nnd pupuhitiun gi-ncrully du not prolit, iind thii

uicdiiitidy, by tliu ciiiTying on ui mulIi untiTprincs a^

thciie, U't them suceiinil), I'ur 1 know of iio Htutu of
prusperily that can help them, 1 contend the beuefitd

of Coufi'ileralion, In theso roiipeelH at Icadt, will be
ininiediiiie. Itiit lion. MeiiibiTA have uaid " the
failed .StiiU'ii will derive the benefU." If that argu-
ment hold.'' K'lod, why nut tell the merchants of Wharf
{Street to close their doura becanuo foreign nianufactn-
rera reap u part of the benefit of tliwir trade. Hctter,

a great deal, for the opponcniH of thU can^e to a<lvise

the furnier^ to cultivate every Inch of their farms and
garner up their crops, for the day assuredly will come
when they will have ample market fur all they can
rul^c.

It has been urged hero, that Canada cannot retain

lier population, much lei^s the imniigratiun that cunie:)

to hertihurcf*, In this, Sir, there is considerable truth,

atthui'gh the llun. and learned Member for Victoria
haii nut put the matter fairly before this House.
giving the number of passengers going from Canada
to the I'nited Hlates, ho has omitted tu givo you the
number uf those packing from the .States into Canada
Unc reason why (.'anada has not retained the whole
number of emigrants landed on her Hhores, is that

they Iind greater attractions in the treeless prairies of
the Western States, than in the heavily timbered lands
of Canada. This, Sir, has ever be-n a serious draw
back to her. Uut now the case is ditferent. Having
acquired the vast territories uf the great North-West,
t'he will open them to scttleiueut, and then she will

have inducements tu oti'er such as cannot be boasted
of by any other country in the world. <)p('n those
luillioud of acres lo the settler, and you will sec such
a rush of immigration—not ouly from the older cunu-
tries of Kurupe—but from the Cnitcd States, as will

astoni.-h the world, and stand nnparulled in the his-

tory uf immigration. Canada's hardy suns who have
left their hunies fur the Western Slates—allured by
the advantages of prairie over wooded lands—will

join in swelling the numbers, nud onco moro plant
their feet on llrilish soil.

The dillicullies of defence have been spoken of as a
formidable obstacle. Sir, she never regarded them iu

any such light, (.'anada lias no fears in that direction.

She relics on the thorough good understanding that

has existed between herself and the I'nited States
for BO long a period, as a guarantee for the future.

Their interests are so identical that they cannot afford

to ciuurrel. The trouldes between them heretofore,

have been on Kngland's account, and not Canada's,
as witness the Trent affair, and tlie mure recent

Fenian invasion, whuh was rather a stab at Knglaml
than an attack on Canada. During the recent fratra-

citlal war in the I'nited States, Canada had a dillicnlt

pari tu play in maintaining strict neutrality, yet she
came out unscathed. It must be remembered, alsu,

that Canada possesses in her canal system, a powerful
lever—a guarantee for peace—vastly more potent than
furtiJit^jitiuns. The great bulk uf the produce of the

Western States linds its way to the ocean through
Canadian channels, which could be closed at any
moment.
As to that " other issue," (I will not use the word

that, has been so freely used outside) I have no fears

for Canada or this Colony either. It used to be
fashionable here, in early days, tu associate the name
of Canada with rebelliun. It was the result of pre-

judice and ignorance, and was a great mistake.
I recently read, Sir, an account of a meeting held

in oue of our principal Canadian cities, on the occa-

sion of a Sabbath school convention. An American
gentltmau was engaged iu addressing the house,

* tilled lo its utmost capacity. In the course ot bis

renuirko, having occasion to refer to Her Most Graci-
ous Majesty the Queen, he added :

— *' American
though I am, I can with all my heart say, ' Gud bless

the t^ueen.' " Immeiliately, Sir, without any pre-

concerted action, the entire audience of men, women,
and children rose tu their feet and sung the National
Anthem. That gentleman said, that such a sponta-
neous, hearty, and unanimous outburst of loyalty

was jirobabiy never heard before.

Such, Sir, is the kind uf loyalty we were taught in

Canada, such is the kind that is being taught to the

rising gooeratioa of the new DomiDioa to-day; and I

leave it to you ai to whether there is room lor that
" other issue '" or not.

Ilelure concluding. Sir, I would wish to remark
with reference to the charge niaile by the Hon. Meiu-
licr for Victoria District against the Hon. Attorney
(leuprtil, that his conversion to Confederation was
late, I know that it is Impossible to nuiko some llon-
uurahle Members believe anything good of (Ifttcials,

whether in respect of Confederation orany'hing else.

Hut 1 simply desire to relate this fact.

I had occa.MJun to go into the Hon. Attorney Gene-
ral's ullice in 1H07, and he then showed me a letter,

written by himself, In favour of Confederation ; and
after perusing that letter I felt convinced that when,
in his estimation, the proper lime arrived, the cause
would have a warm and sincere advocate in

the .(Mtnrtiey General. I mention this in order to
show that the Hon. Member for Victoria District has
no right to arrogate to himself that bo was the only
mtn who was far-seeing enoi'gh to recognize the ad-
vantages of Confederation three years ago, nnd as a
reproof lo biro for finding fault with the position
taken by Hon. Oflicial Members on this question now.
To sum uji, Sir, I say that amongst the Statesmen

of Canada, we may safidy look for men fully compe*
lent to control the affairs of a yonug nation. They
are men uf as much ambittun nud grasp of thought as
are the rulers in the iidjoiuing States; and, depend
upon it, nothing will be left undone to advance tho
prospiTJiy aud well-being of every portion of their
vast Dominion. We may safely repose full conlidenco
in them. Kngland has done so, or she would never
have committed tho well-being of four millions uf her
subjects to their care.

They can steer the^good ship " Dominion," and
hold her mi her way. She will receive many a shock,
"but 'twill be of the waves, aud not the ruck,"

The Hon. Mil. III'MPHIIKYS, Member for LilloJcTT
said :— Mr. I'renident, It is not my attention to occupy
the attention of the House at any groat length. 1

.^hall pass in review rupidiy the arguments fur and
against Confederation, as they have been used by
Hon. Members who have spoken during the progress
of this debate.

It seems to me. Sir, that the people and their inter-

ests have been entirely ignored throughout the dis-

cusaiuu of this question, and perhaps intentionally,

l refer ttf tho subject of Uespuusibio Government
[*'llear, hear," frnni .Mr. DeCosmos], which has up
to this stage been all but lost sight of, I, Sir, am one of
those men who believe iu the people.

I remember that in opening this debate, the Hon.
Attorney General invoked thy Divine blessing upon
the work ujjun which we were then entering. Thia
was high-sounding, and a very nice picture to look
at, but it does not wear well without that strict atten-
liun to the divine rights of the ])eople, which is in-
alienable from true political ccunumy.

I have a distinct recollectiuu uf most Hon. Mem-
bers now occupying an oflicial position at this Coun-
cil Hoard, and of the positions which ihey occupied
when lirst they came to this Colony. I have often
asked myself what entitles these Hon. Members to

govern this Colony ; but I have never been able to

answer myself satisfactorily. I am perfectly reaily to
admit the ability of Kxecutive Members as individ-
uals. The learned elotiueuce of the Hon. Attorney
General has always, since I have bad the honour to
sit at this Council Board, impressed me with a deep
sense of the advantage of thorough forensic training;
and the power nud force of the reply of the Hon. tho
Chief Uomiuissioner has ever and again made me feel

with especial force the utter hopelessness of combat-
ing stern ofHcial reticence, with even the most
brilliant poners of oratory. Vet, Sir, whatever our
admiration fur individual excellence, however great
our estimation uf persunal wurth, the (lucstion has
till remained unanswered, and, in my opinion, un-
answerable. What is there in the collective wisdom
of these Honourable Official Members that entitles

them to arrogate to themselves the right to rule?
Are they, I ask, the duminaut race, and are the peo-
ple serfs ?

We have heard a great deal about absorption, and
the danger of the larger body swallowing up tho
smaller. I think about as much of that danger as I

do of the otiier evil threatened in such earnest and
thrilling language by the Hon. .Member for Victoria,

namely, that our salmun wuuld under Confederation,
and the prutecticMi from salmon nets that wuuld be
extendeil lo them, increase and mulliply to such au
extent that they would absorb all the bmaller tish.


