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CHAPTER I.

ELLO, (irantlcy —coiih' over and

, J"'" i'*' ^or tea."

f 'Hie most popular corner of

White's Clul) was taken l>y a <j^rou|) of

three or four si-ions of fashion, and all

sinudtaneously motioned a \\cleoui(> to

th(> youuii' Dnhe as the speaker dn w his

.ittention. IlerhiM'l Montai^ni Kllsmere,

Hh Duke of (ii'antiey. was still in mourn-

in^' for his fatlu'r. who had di<-d kvss than

a year aftei- the decease of his Duchess.

I'heirs had Iteen an ideal rnari-ia^'c for

over twenty-two years, and in their only

child were dexclopi'd the < hnracteristics

which had heeii conspicuoiss i'l hoth the

parents. The late l)uke's nu.i.d coui'a^fc,

>tnse of justice, and <h'niocratic ( hris-

tianity made him |)romincnt amouii; liis

fellows. The Dncllcss sh<'\\cd the (h'cj)

and tender f( «'Iin<;s she felt i'or those near

and dear to her, wiMioul liciu;^' ashamed


