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In the langaago of tho colestial, the situation
may bo described as ‘‘ alleo sameo ” last weck.
Business in the produce lines is brisk and the
approach of the holidays is having its effeat on
cortain othor lines, but otherwise thero is little
or no chango. There {s nothing to givo either
alarm or very great hope as to the coming win-
ter or spsing. The businoas situation has, if
anything, improved during tho last two or
threo weeks, Hopes are not however, immed.
iate, but rofor to next summer, which antici.
gato o big salmon catch, very active mining

evelopmont, and a very considerable degres of
railway eonstruction in a'l parts of the prov-
inco, Oa the othor hand, buildiag operationy,
in the cities at least, will not bo nearly 8o oxten.
sivo ; sealing holds out no particularly bLright
prospacts, the lomber industry shows as yet no
sigus of recovering and agricultural op rations
arse nog yet suffiziently extensive to constitutea
factor either one way or another, Therefore,
at present, business must depend oa prasent
conditions for the next six months aund no great
movement is piobabls during that time, aa the
capabilities of the market in nearly every line
a1e reached for the present,

Io Victoris the Albion  Iron Works Co.,
wbich has always done a large and prosperous
business, contemplate tearing down, their pre
sent shops, which ara old aund built from time
to time to accommodate increaring business,
and building greater ones and in moro compact
and imposing form. It is said that tho direc-
tors are in favor of such a move,

To show the capsbilities of the fruit cenning
and preserving business in this country, the
O’Kelt & Morris fruit preserving Co., Victoria,
have shipped to Eogland 300 boxes of jam
from tkeir factory. They eay, if they could
got the right varieties of fruit and plenty of it,
they could sell all they could possibly make of
it. Their goods have been received with much
favor in the Old Country,

As predicted by Lirx CouMERCIAL there has
been a cut in the prices of meat in the coast
cities, and competition is keen. There is a
war botween the wholesale butchera of the
coast and tho cattle dealers of the iaterior, the
latter having opened shops on the coast to sell
their meat rather thaa sell their stocks at the
prices vffsred by the wholesale men. R-tail
prices have fallen considerably as a consequence,
and the heart of the consumer is glad. How
loug it will last it is hard t eay, but not likely
all “wiator. At present live stock are very
plentiful and the prospects of shipments from
the terntitories this season are not bright.

As it is in meat soit is in coal. The combino
amoong the firms representing the two principal
produciog compaunies in the Island resulted in
shipments heing wade from New Waatcom,
when the combiae dropped their prices to $6 a
ton from $7,560.,To what extent the war will be
carried is not kunown, but in the meantimo
British Columbians are getting cheeper coal
than usual.

At the recent general meeting of the Kam.
loops Coal Co., L:d., John 8. Lawrence was
elected managiog:director, and Malcolm J. Me-
Iver secreta y and treasmer. Itissaid to be
the intention of the company to work their
wines during the winter.  The first shipment
of coal by this company, which has reached
Kamloops, arrived on Thursday, ccnsigoed to
the Canadian Pacific railway. ~ A special trial
will be made on s locomozive, to prove its
quality for ateam purposes.

The great Northern railway and tho Vancou-
ver-Westminster Tcamway have entercl into

traffic arrnogoments, wheroby tickets will be
sold and baggage checked to all points oo each
of theso lines. This is an imgortaut traffic con-
neaction for British Columbin, means an iscrease
in the amouant of direot trado done, It is saiid
the tramway will bo double tracked and theline
shortened at once.

The prospeot of a dry dock at Vancouver has
been revived, ‘he old compasy havivg again
como to the front, thistime with a proposition
to bwld a dry do:k and arseval ata cost of
$1,600,000, provided the city will give a bonus
of $200,000, and oxemption from tuxation, The
matter was discussed at a yublic meoting Satur-
day night, at which a resviution favoring the
enterprise was passed. The dry dock is to be
600 feot long. At present the prospecte of its
being carried are not bright, with so many
enterprises demanding subsidies. It is ques.
tionable, however, it 1tis not one of the most
important schemes that has yet come befuce the
people, provided always that the bona fides aro
adl right.  Vancouver evidently is committed
to o policy of aiding railways to a large extont,
while such an industry as a jute factory and
cooperago concern is evon retused exemptiion
froin taxation, aad n paint factory passes its
tons for almo-:t similar reasons  Speculation,
however, has stiil too atrong a hold on the
people of the const to give legitimate industry
that attention it deserves, and which it must
teceivo befoce real progress onsues. It is ua-
derstood that S. M. Rob%ins, president of
tho NewVancouver Coal company, 1s interesting
himselt in the pro?ect of a dry dock for Nanai-
mo, if to, the probabilities of it being accom-
plished are very good. Nunaimo is a large
shipping poiat, having the largest individual
tounago of any place ia the province,

Oa Deo. 20th the Pitt Meadow lands recently
dyked by the dyking Co., will be placed on the
market in small sections from 18 to 40 acres
oach, This is a'l meadow land, of rich alluvial
soil, and should sell at o top figure to scttlers
actually in neod of such land tor farming pur.
prses. Tue tract is 1,150 acres in all and is
the first installment of some’ 25,000 or 30,000
acres that will fiaally be reclaimed. As it will
be sold by auctioa, the prices realized will be a
very good criterion of what farmers are willing
to pay for tho best lands in the province for
farmng purposes.

The steamer Zumbesi is to be put to a new
uso. Sae was chartered fur the Upton Pacific
line ¢y run from Portiond to Honz Kong and
Yo%chama, but that concern falled. She was
taken back to China where she has been engag-
ed on the coast trade. Capt Ross, of the Hay-
tain republic, will sail by the E«wpress of China
cn Monday, Dec. 12th, to tike charge of her
for a company of Portland and Seattlo business
men who will run her on the Hawaiizo Islands
and Pugot Sound route, calling at Vaacouver
and Victoria as well as Portland, Tacoma and
Seattle,

The question of an amendment to the mioing
laws has been greauly agitated in the province
duriog the past summer, aad there are now
prospects of Col. Baker, /dinister of Mines, tak-
ng up the wholo mattr for consideration.,
Ccl. Baker, since his appcintment, bas shown
commendable energy as weli as 3 great degreo
of tact in dealing with auch queations, and be-
sides intimating his intention of making some
important amendments to the M'neral Act next
sessioa has asked the miners to seod him sug.
gestions, so that he may get as mony aod
practical views as yossible. No n.ining law
thatislikely to beintroduced will besatisfz tory
to every person, as thero are in mining as in
every other industry conflicting interests, but
it is possible to introduce a messure that will
give pretty general satisfaction and justice to
all parties.

B8.C. Markot Quatations.,
F1su.—Salmon is quite scarce, and prices are
Halibut 7 to 8¢; salmon, 10c to 12¢; codfish B¢
to7¢; flounders 4¢ to 5¢; sturgeon 4c to be;
gole 10c.
Jrte Bags.—Jute bags, 100z., 22 x 36, are

quoted at §65 per 1,000; 120z, bags, $75.

Live Stocr, DRESSED Meat, Evc.—Stock
for tho butchor are plentful aad competition
in the rctiil trado is lively, Live steers
are quotdd at 4c; cows 3je; dressed beef, 73o-
la:nbs, $4 650 a picce ; dressed, 85; sheep, b3o;
mutton, 12¢, hogs, Sc; pork, 11¢; calves, 7c;
veal 1lc.

Coar.—J. W. Harrison writes as follows in
reference to the San Froncieco Coal market ;:—
“‘The receipts for the past wack consist of 14,.
892 tons from the coast mines aud 21,603 from
foreign sources. Thess heavy arrivals from
foreign ports have had vo perceptible cffocs
upon salues, many of the cargo2s received being
actually needed to mect present requirements.
The quantity of Scotch and \West Hartloy coal
hore in stocl ia exceptionally light. The coast
coa's are also in very mesgre supply. The
quactity of coal on hand suitable for steam uges
is liberal, so that no markied improveinent can
be looked for in the yuotations for these
grades  Thera is a noticeabls improvoment in
the coal miniog output and demand.

Scears.—The B. C. Sugar Refinery quote
sugar a3 follows in theic weekly price list :
Powdered icing and bar, 6§s; Paris
lumpz, Gic; granulated, 5§s; extra C, 4ic ;
fauncy yellows, 43c; yellows, 4§c ; golden C.,
43c.  Above prices are for barrels or bags ;
half-barrela and 100 pound kegs, jc ; more.
No order taken for less than 100 burrels or its
equivalent,

Wholesalers quotations for B.C. sugar refi-
nery stock are :—Dry granulated, 5% to 5fc;
extra C. 5ic; faucy yellow, &c; yellow,
4%c; golien C, 43-.

Svrops.—The B. C. sugar refiaery quote
syrup as follows : —Finest golden, in 30 gal.
bls, 2}c; ditto, in 10 gsl. kegs, 3: ; ditto, in 5
gal. kegs, $2.25 each: ditto, in 1 gal tins, $4.50
pfexégase of 10 ; ditto, in § gal tins, §6 per case
of 20.

Theso prices are subject to 2} per ceat dis-
count for cash in fourteen dayw, and cover
delivery in Vancouver, Victoria, Nazaimo, or
New Vestminster.

Jobbers quote syrup at 4c per 1b.; Redpath's,
syruﬁs, 21b tine, 15¢; 815 tins, 50c; kege, 33
per 1o,

Frour, Feep, GRAIN, BTC.—Prices of flour
have declined.  Biker & Leeson in their mar-
ket report dated Dec. lst say :  ¢*Oats—About
3,000 {0 5,000 bushels per month will be waat-
ed in this market. Present prices equal to 17¢
to shipper, fo.b. cars at Manitoba points.
\Wheat.—There is a steady demand for wheat
used for chicken feed. Nuthing grading lower
thaa regular is wanted aad pric: e are goveraed
by the Manitoba quotations. Quotations are:
Flour, Manitoba patents, $5.50; strong bakers,
$5 30; laties’ choice, $5.70 ; prairio hily, $5 30;
Delta, Victovia Mille, $475; Lion, $4.75 :
Ocegan, 85 50; Spokane, $5.65; Eaderby mills—
Premier §5.45; three star $5.50; two star §5.35;
Graham flour §5.60; oatmeal eastern 83 40; Cali-
foruia granulated in gunnies, $4.35; National
miilg, Victoria, 34.25; rolled oatseastern $3t0$3.-
25; California $3.75; National mills £3 635; cora-
meal $3 10; split peas $3.50; paarl barley $4.50-
Rice—~The Victoria rice mills quoto wholesa'e .
Japan rice per tan, $17.50 ; Chioa rico do $70 :
rice flour, do, §70; chit rice, do, $25 ; rice meal;
do, $17.50; chopped feed, $31 per ton; bran $24;
shorts $23; Mabn. oate, 828 to $32; B. C. oats;
$26: whent $27 to 832 ; o1l cake, $40 ; hay, 316.
Whaat is quoted in car lots for feed No. 2
regolar at 322 to $23 per ton; oats $2¢. chop
bailey $25. California chop, 232 to $33.
The ~ Western Milling Co. quote bran
in car lots $19.50 per ton; shorts
$20 50; mixed ocanp, $25; rye, $38; patent
flour, $4.60; strong bakers 25.30. Graham
flour, 84 40; B. C. wheat is quoted at $28 to
$30 per tun, and oats at 25; beans aro 4c per
Ib.  Hay is quoted at $12 ton on the river
bask or $12.50 placed on the scows,

PouLTRY, GAME, FKre.—A large supply of
poultry from Oatario and Manitoba for the
tiolidays are expected, for which thero will be
the usual brisk demand. Prices ruliog now
are: Turkeys, dressed, 17 to 20c perib;




