THE COMMERCIAL

hus supplied the need.  When such a man pre-
sumes to make such a threat the people of
Manitoba and of Winnipeg may sce how low
in the estimation of outsiders they havo allow.
ed themselves to sink, Did Sir George beliove
that the people of the province were men, he,
as sharply asany one, would see how wildly
foolish such a course must be. But judging
them by the majority of their representatives
and consequently believing them to be mere
things he undertakes to dictato to them as Gen.
Middleton would not have attempted to dictate
to the half-breeds after Batoche, All the farm.
er's union resolutions, all the indignatioz mect-
ings, all the grit newspapers and politicians
conld not have explained so fully or so truly

the positions respectively occupied towards each
other by the people of Manitoba and the " P.R.
company as this telegram. He says in effect
«Our heel is on your neck, and if you dare Lo
complain or try to get out from under, we will
gind you in the dust.” There is something '
worthy of careful thought in the idea of the
Bulletin that Stephen judged of the people of
Manitoba by the majority of their representa.
tives. The trouble has been, that Manitoba
has been partizan first, and pressing interests
have been obliged to take a second place, Was
it not partizanism that brought about the dis.
gusting miscarriage of justice which resulted in
the election of A. W. Ross? And is not Winni-
peg tepresented by an extreme partizan of the
tondy stripe at that? The people of Manitoba
arc not blameless for for the insult which bas
leen cast upon them, for in allowing the return
to Parliament of such contemptiblesas A. W,
Ross, they have courted the treatment due to
cringing mercenaries,

The Duty on 00l Fabrics.

When the new duty on woolen fabrics was
announced, it was generally telt throughout the
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trade that the arrangement would press heavily
and unjustly upon the consumers of the lower i
grades of woolen goods, while it would discrimi. |
nate in favor of the users of the light and ¢~ |
pensive fabrics. For instanceon someof the
cheap and heavy imported fabrics, the duty by
weight with the ad valorem duty would amount
t0 92 per cent. while onsomeof the more ex-
pensive goods which are light it would only
amount to 22} to 25 per cent., thus working in ]
the very reverse way to what it was ccnceived
the framers intended. An influential deputa
tion, representing the wholesale trade of Tor-
onto, Montreal, Hamilton and Quebec, procecd.-
ed to Ottawa to represent the effect of the duty.
It consisted of Measrs, E. B. Greenshields, Jas,
Slessor, J. P. Cleghorn, J. A. Robertson, R.
McCay, Alf. Thibaudeau, from Montreal and
Quebee 3 John Macdonald, F. Wylde, A. Calde.
cott and W, Cockshutt from Toronto ; and Mr.
Kuox of Hamilton ; Sir Charles Tupper receiv-
cd them, and after hearing their views promised
the subject immediate consideration. Sir
Charles has met the case promptly by a gradu-
ate scale, as follows:

“All fabrics composed wholly or in part of
wool, worsted, hair of the Alpuca goat, or other
like animal, not otherwise provided for, 22} per
cent. ad valorent. 'On all similar goods, costing
ten cents per yard and under, 223 ger cent. ad
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valorem ; over ten cents and under fourteen
cents per yard, 23 per cent. ad ralorem; four-
teen cents per yard, and over, 274 per cent. ad
valorem.”

This makes the duty the sa ne as formerly on
the lower grades of goods ; while on dress goods,
such as proposed to be whde by the new Globe
mills, which the new duty was really designed

to protect, it will be four or five per cent. more
than by the plan first proposed. This is gener-
all considercd satisfactory to the wholesale
trade.—Canadian Journal of Fabrics.
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