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Infallibility and Intolerance.

——

Under the abovo oaption, the Ohris-
tian Quandian maintain  with a groae
flourish, a8 though announcing some-
thing now to most peoplo—** that in-
fallikility is tho paront of intolerance.”
It is very ovident that a teaolier in
mathematics who proposcs an axiom,
or who demonstrates the eolution of a
problem, will not tolorato an unroason-
sblo or foolish opinion contradictory
ot evident truth. 1o would boe intol-
erant of the saying * that two and two
make five,” or that * the shortost dis.
tanco from one point to another is not
the straight line,”” DBut would the
teaclier's intoleranco or just indigna.
tion be a reason for hiding the truth,
or uot proclaiming it, or would thoso
who in spito of demonstration, still
hold to the error, bejustified in rosist-
ing compotent authority and denying
the teacher's, or rather the axiom's
infallibility ? ‘I'o such absurd conclu-
sion must our contemporary have
reachod when it declares that ** when-
ever infallibility is claimed, intoler-
ance is the natural consequence,” and
that * the knowledgoe of §truth depends
upon no oflice or position.” Had the
Guardian made the statement that tho
knowledge of truth depends upon no
wman individually, we might agree with
the writer, but very different is the
asgertion that * the knowledge of
truth depends upon no * oftice or posi-
tion.”” The best men are falhible and
msy be deceived. But the office or
position they occupy, if cstablished by
God, and guarantecd sgainst all pos-
mbility of error, will render them capa-
ble not only of imparting a knowledgo
of fruth, but of teaching all trath
necessary to salvation, and of teaching
such truth infallibly. It was tbe com-
mission given to the prophets and
apostles, not their personsl ci.aracters,
that secured for them a hearing from
an unbelieving world.

If we had nothing but the piety
and self-sacrifico and other emi-
nent virtues oi the sacred writers and
evangelists on which to rely, honest
and righteous as they were, wo have
no suflicient reason for believing what
¥ 2y wrote or said to be the Word of
God. Their personal characters may
be important when the queation turns
on their credibility a8 witnesses to the
facts they record, but does not enter
into the account when ihe question is
on their aunthority as teachers of re-
vealed truth., As Brownson puts it,
*No man's personal character is a
suflicient werrant for bolieving that
anything he asserts to be a doctrine of
revclation is really and truly a doctrint
of revelation.” If it were, we shou’d
be obliged to believe whatever any
man, whose character is, 50 far as we
know, Lonest and irreproachable, who
chooses the teach us the word of God.
So that it is quite wrong to assert that
¢ the knowlodge of truth depends upon
no cffice or position."”

It was the oftice to which God raised
Balaam and Jonas that made them
prophets and exponents of the saving
truths they were ocommissioned to
announce. Both men were unreliable
as men, but in their ofticial oapacity
they were glorious prophets and
maviours of God's people,

The Twelve Apostles received the
commiseion to teach infallibly ¢ all

they had hoard " and to baptize the
nations. ‘I'ho command given them
to teach, implied tho command given
to the nations to allow thomselves to
botaught, All peoples and individuals
woro comnmanded {o hear und be
instructed. ¢ Thoy who hear you
Lioar Me, thoy who contomn you con-
tomn Mo.” In their oflice or position
they taught infullibly, Their succos-
sorg (or tho Church) teach infullibly
to.day, and shall ao teach to the ond
of time. * Behold 1 am with you all
days.” Qod's Church was not estab-
lished for one generation of men, but
for ull the children of Adam as long
as the world endures.

In spite of the knowledge of this
Heavenly commigsion, and m face of
the most ovident and clearly explicit
passagea of Holy Scripture, and in
opposition to all tho most important
facts and cvents of history in proof,
the Cliristiun Guardian has the auda-
city to say *thero i3 no evidence
whatever of such infallibility as i3
claimed for the Popes.”

Tho Pepes, or successors of Deter
(for whom it was prayed * that his
faith sbould never fail”i, are 1atolerant
of error, as the teacher of wmathema-
tica 18 intolerant. In spirituals he
alone is justitied in bemy intolerant ;
for he alone received the comunssion :
“ Feed my lambs, feed my sheep.”
Protestants who claim  themselves
and their mimsters to be faliible and
juet, as likely to err and teach error
a8 not, on principle give up all claim
to intolerance. But why is it that
in praclice they are so intolerant;
that they have no faith in Catholics -
that they keep them out of oftice;
calumniate them, misrepresent them,
believe in all the abominable lies of
Mrs. M. L. Shepherd and others?
But there is no consistency in Protest-
antism. We give it up.

—p

Two Gatherings.

All who have an mterest in the
literature of Ircland, and all who have
acquired that admiration of her Ex-
cellensy the Countess of Aberdeen
which the people of Ireland delight to
manifest would do well to be present
at the lecture in the Massoy Music
Hall on the evening of Friday the 31st
inst.
have a charm for everyone; the price
18 %0 low as to be within the means
of all ; the young ladies of the Associa-
tion are doing a valuable work and
deserve well of the community ; and
the distinguished lecturer deserves a
continued tenancy of the warm spot
in the affections of Irish Catliolics and
Irish Canadiang that has been hers
for a number of years.

Within a fow weeks it is anticipated
that we shall be favored by the pres-
ence of some American prelates of the
highest distinction. The officials of
the pan-American Congress promise
that Archbishop Ircland of St. Paul,
Bishop Keane of Washington Univer-
sity and Bishop Watterson of Colum-
bus will be in the city. If such
sbould prove to be the case, Toronto
Catholies bavo in store for them the
groatest intcllectual treat in many
years,

The subject is one which should

The Amnesty Movament.

Those who huve been striving to
impreas upon the British Government
tho advisability of releasing tuio Irish
political prisoners huve reccived a
welcomo addition of strength by the
publication of the following letter from
Archbishop Walsh of Dublin, which
was read at a recont monster meeling :

DEan Sin—In reply to your lotter, I huve
only to repeat what 1 wrote to the Svcre-
taries of your Association, now nearly thuee
years ago, that in wy oplunion, * the time
has long sinco come for the grauting of an
amneaty to thoso who are in prison tor poli-
tical offences,”

1 am awaro that it is coutended by thoso
who arc oppased to tae Amnesty movemeunt,
that the prisoners whose releasc is called for
by your Association are undergoing impri-
sonment for crimes that cannot be regarded
as merely political, and that thercfore thoy
have no claim to be amocstied on political
grounds, Ax to this, [ would osce more
suggest, as [ suggested in my former ietter,
that your Association should take thu most
effective tmeans of putting the public fully
in posscssion of the true state of the case.

Your demand implica no sympathy with
crime, Your case, as [ uaderstand it, is
that men whoso offcuces boro a political
tinge werc sentenced to terms of imprison.
ment notably longer than wero imposed in
the case of others whose offence in the cys
of the law was no less grave, but who,
novertheleas, beiry in no scase Irish political
offendera were less rigorously dealt with.
o thoso other cases the terms of imprison-
ment imposed have, I believe, long sinco
expired.  You therefore hold, and so far as
Ican form a judgment on the case, you scem
to me rightly to hold, that the present im-
prisonment of thoeo for whom you claim an
amnesty is an imprisonment which they are
undergoing simply io consequence of tha
political aspect of their case.

Acla’m for amnesty, made in such cir
cumstances as these, sccms to mo 0 Gbe
viously equitable that I caunot conceive un
what grounds tho rejection of it can bo jas.
tificd. Once wmore | would urge my view
as to the importanco of getting the salicut
facts of the case well into the public mind.
I can assurc you that they are not at all so
geaerally known as those who are closcly
engaged in the working of the Amnesty
movement may suppose them to be. The
more widely you make the facts known, the
wider will be the range of sympathy your
movement will command. But work of this
kind camnot lie done for nothing. I there-
fore enclose a cheque for £3, in aid of your

cxpenses,

Personals.

Edison’s fondness for electric science
is only surpussed by hia admiration of
children, and he never wearics of show-
ing them through his works and mysti-
fying them with his experiments.

Miss Qissy Loftus (Mrs. Justin
Huntly McCarthy) visited the Houso
of Commons the otber vvening and was
shown over the building by her father.
in-law, the leader of the Irish party.
A pleasant family dinner-party took
place subscquently in the dining-room
of the House.

Vicar-Gencral Farley of the New
York archdiocese, whose silver jubilee
is soon to Lo celebrated, is & pricat
whose reputation is by no meanslimit-
ed to the city and bishopric of Now
York, and there aro few American
priceta more widely or favorably known
than he. As Secretary to Cardinal
McCloskey, Monsignor Farley distin-
guished bimeelf not lees for his prud-
ence than for his ability, and he is
gorwn in public esteem since his pro-
motion to the moreresponsible positions
which ho ow fills. There issaid to be
no other priest in New York who is
50 popr'ar as he with his fellow-clergy-
wmen of all ranks ; and the belicf is very
common that he will one day wear the
purple, if not as coadjutor to Archbis-

Corrigan, as the ordinary of some
diocese in the New York province,

To a Little One.
The way is long for thue, dear one,
But tis tho same way I have trod §
1 cannot say . '* This ovil shun,
Or tako this way that feads to God."
Flud thou the way with thy {rall feot,
Ever as 1 havoe found it, aweet !

] cannot say : ¢ Bowaro tho thorn "
Becauso abovo it climbe thoe roes ;

Nor whispur : ** Night will follow mora,”
For stars will alifno at daylight's close.

Fiud thou the light aoid darknees ileet,

Even an | have found them, sweet !

Aud yet, for ouly thy dear nake,
The tonderest peayer that thrills my
breaat
Is that the kind, cood God shall make
A world of roses for thy rest!
But thou must find with my dear feet,
The thora or roso—as I have, sweet !
—FRANK L. STANTOS
———, M O et

BlossomeTime.
Oh { the sweot world of the bloosoms,
When the blithe winds to aad fro
Rock the woftly tinted cradles
Where the fruited orchards grow,
All the breezes waftiog perfume
O'er wide ticlds of drifting saow,

Snow of summer and of flowers,

Not the tlakes of fcathery chill
Onco that fitled the sleeping hollows,
Rounded out each watching hill ;
Suow of sutnmer and of flowers,
Acres of 1t, where you will,

Hiddew deep among the petals,

Even from cyes that love her best,
Many a patient littlo mother

lcuods beacath her besting breast
Wiage and songs that wait their rapture

When they iiutter from the nest.

Oh * the white world of the blossoms,

\\ here the awest winds to and fro
Softly, softly rock the cradles

Swinging high and swinging low,
Cradles of the fruited orchards

In the blossoms’ tinted snow.,

—Harper's Buzaar,
- A

Possibilities.

By Repsanrn Kurnise,
Ay, lay him 'geath the Simla pine—
A fortaight, fully, 20 Le miseed —
Behold * we loae our fourtn at whiat,
A chair is vacaut where we dine.

His place forgets him ; other men
Have Loaght his pontes, guns aud traps ;
Hia fortune 19 the great perhaps,

And that cuol rest house duwan the glen,

\Wheoce we shall hear, as spirits may,

Qur mundaue revel on the height,
_ Shall watch each flashing rickshaw light
Sweep on to dinners, dance ani play.

Beamote shall woo him to the ball
With lighted room and braying band,
Arzd he stall hear and understand

Dream faces better than us all,

For, think you, as the vapora flec
Across Sanjaolie after rain,
His soul may climb the hill again
To cach old ficld of victory.

Uaseen, whom women held so dear,
The strong man’s yearningfto his kind
Shall shake, a¢ moet, the window blind
Or dull » while the cadroom’s cheer.

- . . -

Yet may he meet with many a feiend—
Strewcd shadows, lingering long unseen.
Amung us, when God save the Queen

Shows even extras have an end.

And when we lcave the heated zvom,
And when at four the lights cxpire.
The crew shall gather round the fite

And mock our laughter in tho gloom.

Talk as wo talk, and they, vro death—
Then wauly dance in ghostly wise
With ghoets of tuncs for melodies,

And vanigh at the morning’s breath.

> -

One of the inoet weary things in life is the
sensc of an obligation you <an uever repay.

Remember there is but one man in the
world with whom you arc to have perpetual
conteuntion. and be always trying to exceed
him, and that is yourself.

The apples of sin are all poisoned at the
corc, and cvery unlawtul plessure we pursue
is transformed at last intoa hound that turns
and rendsus.

Then gently scan your brother man,
Still gentler sister woman ;
For though they gang a kennie wrang,
To atep aside is human.
—Robert Burna,

We may as well think to see without eyes,
or to live without breath, as to live in the
spirit of rcligion without the spirit of
humility. All the world preaches to an un-
attentive mind and that if you have but ears
to hear, almost everything you meet teaches
you some lesson of wisdom,



