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section 1208 enacta that "the licenses iusued, under thie sec-
tion are furniahed by such persons as the LieDtenant-Governor-
in.Conil namnes for that purpcse to, ail pelions requiring the
ag who shail provioualy have given a bond together with two
gureties, being householders, and in forin appended to this sec-

A~rticle 156 of the Code declares thst "e very marriage whieh
has not been, contracted openly, nor solemnized before a compe-
tent offleer, rnay b. conteated by the parties themaelves, and by ail
thms who have an exioting and actuel interest, saving the right
of the court to decide acoording to circulst-ancea. I

Article 161 of the Ocde provides "when the parties are ini
pmession of the statua, th-at ia vwhezn they have ldved together as
man and wife publicly, and the eertificate of their marriage is
produced, they cainnot demand the nuliity of su-oh aet. "

Prom t.hese quotationh 'the following conclusions may fairly
be drawn: That a marriage is properly perforrned if solemnired
publicly by a competent officer recognized by law; but no officer
ia compelled to, solemnize -a marriage if any impediment accord-
ing to hie religion existe; that -bannil nxay be diepensed with by
license and that the license is to, be issued by the civil govern.
ment of Quebec. Nor is there any limitation that a Protestant
minisiter tan only inarry non-Romaniets.

It le quite true that a Roman Catholic priest xnay decline to
marry either Roman Catholics or Protestants in hie church
unless the banne have been published, but there la no reason for
the aseumption -that Roman -Catholics or others may not b.
validly married elsewhere under a provincial license.

Any other onstruction of those articles would lcad to the
preposterous and uinthinkable resuit tha~t the provincial licence
allowed the celebration of a ceremony resulting not in a mar-
niage but in concubinage. Besides, the parties to a marriage are
bY articles 156 and 161 restricted to contesting (but always bef t.re
-the court) clandestine marriages, and cormot deznand adjudi-
cation of nullîty where they have lived publicly -as man and
-wife,
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