
CARtER'^ TRAVEL1B. fru

fiieav«s> gacber ia the portion thiitibelongt tO'them..

This they do by, pkcto^ their canoes clofe to-thii bunoh*
«of rice, in fiicb poiuioii ai t^ receive the graiii wheir

iffalls, and then bea^t it attt» with |iH!tes ofwood fortti-

•d for that purpofdV
^
Having: dene this, thej dry it

withfmoke. an«^ afterwards tread or mb off tfaie outfide

huXk^ whita tt it-fit for ufie they pat it into the ikins of
fiiwns, or young :buffii1ost taken off isearly whole for

Ais pntpoie, and fewed into a fort of fack, wherein they/

prefervtt it till > the return of their harveft; It has been

.

the fubjfft iof I much fpeculation, why, thii fpontaneout :

fptiUm is'not found in any other rczions of America,: or*

in thoie countries fituated in the Mint parallels of lati*

tade, where the waters are.as apparantly'adapted forits.^>

growth as in the climate I treat of. As for inftanc^

none of the countries that lie to the fouth and eaft of the .

great lakes, even from the provinces north ofthe Caroli- <

IMS, to tne extremities of Labrador, produce any of this :

grain. It is true I found great quantities of it in the .

watered lands near ; Detroit, between lake Huronand'^
lake Erie, but on enquiry I learned that it never arriv-

•d nearerto maturity than jn^ to bloflbm ; after which .

it appeared bKghted^ and died away* This convincesme
fl^ the norrn wefl wind, as I have before hinted, is .

mneh more powerful in theie than in the interior parts ;

.

and that it is more inimical tothefiuUs oftheeaith* af-

ter It has pafTed over the lakes, and become united with

dM wiiid ;which joins it from the frozen regions oi the

north, than it is farther to the weftward,

BEANS. Thefe are nearly of the fame fhape as the.

Buropean beans, but are not jktoch larger than the fmall- ~

•ft fixe of them. They are boiled 4>y the Indians, and t

eaten chiefty with bear's fleCh.

The SQUASH; Thej have alfo feveral fpecies of

.

tbt.Melon or Bumpkin, which by feme aiy* crlled fquafli^

es, and. which ferve many nations pjutljas a fub&itttte

forhiKid: Of thefe there is the round, the crane neck^
the fmall fl«t, and the large cblon^ fqualh . The fmall*

cxibfts bchi^boiledi are eaten dunng^fummer a^eg^
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