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toned rather than a Tioe to be reproached and con-
demned. To aisert the enprenuu^ of the divine yrffL

^-clearly intimated in creation—forming an eeeentJal

part of the maohineiy of divine Providence—and
ianct^ed aa well aa sanctioned by every dictate and
deaign of Chriitianity :—to aaaert the enpremaoy of

the divhie will, thus commended, over every edict of

human anthority, is acting a noble Christian part,

which, however it may have a direct aspect on onr
own comfort, ouffht not to be laughed or frowned to

sUenoe, as though the selfish feature of it robbed it

of all its goodness and beauty, and reduced it to a
mere paltiy subterfdge for individual private interest.

Should Miss Reed require support under such an
insinuation, greater than this argument or argument
of any Und can ftimish, she may appeal to no less an
example than the wife ofMartin Luther—nay, to that

of the great reformer himself. The young lady that

he mamed—Catherine Boren—had been a nun, and
had escaped from a Saxon convent : and Luther him-
self; by his maniageu especially with such a lady,

gave pointedness and force to all his previous argu-
ments against the Catholic law of monastic celibacy,

which md then reached the consummation of its im-
moral abusea, aa well aa of ita lofty pretensions to

religious authority.

This accidental allusion suggests a few remarks on
another feature of the expose of Miss Reed. The
most fertile source of moral evil is indolence, espe-
cially when it becomes systematic and secluded. It

is on this account that great examples of vice as well
as virtue are not so proauctive of imitation as might
at first be expected. The &ct ia, there are hundreds
that want ener^^, for one that wants ambition, and
sloth has in this respect prevented vice in some minds
as well as virtue in others. Idleness is the grand
|)adfioocsan oflife, andin that stagnant abyss the most


