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Pennsj^lvania, in printing the vohuninons records

of their colonial history, has saved nie a deal of

tedions labor.

The whole of this published and unpublished

mass of evidence has been read and colhited with

extreme care, and more than common pains have

been taken to secure accuracy of statement.

The study of books and papers, however, could

not alone answer the purpose. The plan of the

work was formed in early youth ; and though

various causes have long delayed its execution,

it has always been kept in view. Meanwhile, I

have visited and examined every spot where

events of any importance in connection with the

contest took place, and have observed with at-

tention such scenes and persons as might help to

illustrate those I meant to describe. In short,

the subject has been studied as much from life

and in the open air as at the library table.

These two volumes are a departure from chro-

nological sequence. The period between 1700

and 1748 has been passed over for a time.

When this gap is filled, the series of " France

and England in North America " will form a

continuous history of the French occupation of

the continent.

The portrait in the first volume is from a


