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* of /! the felgniories in the province, and
* ahnoft all the lands of the other tenure, or
* which are holden by rent-fervicc.

* Fr. Simonnet, &cc. Sec*
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It is eafy to fee that the foregoing petition of

the aforefaid French inhabitants of Canada has

been made the foundation of the adt of par-

liament above-recited. But there is reafon to

think that this petition is by no means agree-

able to the general fenfe of the body of the

Canadians, notwithflanding it pretends to be

fo. For, in the firft place, it may be obferved,

that the number of names to this petition is

only fixty-five, v^^hich is a much fmaller num-
ber than thofe which were figned to the pe-

tition of the Englifli for an aflembly, which
w^ere 148. And to make up this num-
ber of iixty-five names, fome of the pe-

titioners have made their children fign it, who
were either young men under twenty-one years

ofage, or lads of fifteen or fixteen, or younger,

at the feminary of Quebeck. Of this kind

are, as I am informed, Mr, Peter Panet, the

fon, and Mr. St. Ours, the fon, the latter of

whom was born in the year 1760, a month or

two after the furrender of the country to Sir

Jefiery Amherft, and therefore was, at the

time of figning this petition, about i 3 years of

S 2 age.
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