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NAl'IVE IRON.

Il is i^cMicraily siipposiid lliul Ir{)ii never t'.\i>l> in the

nuitallie. slale, l)nf it irs ;issert(!cl lliut jjure iniadMlteiated Iron

has iKHMuliscovoiL'd at Canaan inllu' Tniied Stales. Native

Iron is likewise produced by tlie spontaneous ignition ol

Coal in the neiglibourliood ol" Iron deposits, and where it

is known inider the name ol" N'alive Sl(!el. The greatest

(piantily of Iron is loinid eoinbined wiUi Sid[)hur Oxygen or

Carbonic Aeid ; the Ihsl known as Iron Pyrite-^, is never

workeii as an Ore. The best Iron Ores are Oxides, but the

greatest proportion ot British Iron Ore is a Carbonate.
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O.ri/dulous Iron^ Odahciiral Iron.

It is this variety of Iron Ore whielt produces the Xativc

Loadstone. Il occurs in various parts of the world, especi-

ally in the North of f^urope, and is that of which die best

Swedish Iron is made, and it yields also th(> Wool/ Steel of

the East Indies. It is ol an Iron black colour, darker than

common Iron; its |)owder is |)ure black— it extorts a decided

action on the Magnetic Needle, attracting and repelling,

according as the positive or negalive points ur(^ repn^sented.

This variety, which is found in several parts of this conti-

Fient is called, Native Loadstone. It is infusible beforf? the

blow-jiipe, and sol«d)le in Nitric Acid ; it occurs in piimitivc
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