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AMERICA IN GENERAL.

At this period, (viz. the latter end of the

th century,) Chriftopher Columbus, a na-

tive of Genoa, having conceived a notion of

the pcfTibility of failing to the Indies (the

traffic to which parts was then carried on

either through the inland parts of Afia, or

thro' Egypt and tLe Red Sea, and was chiefly

cngroflfed by the Venetians) by a weftward

courft, pfopofed the making fuch an attempt

to his countrymen, as the means of opening

a new avenue to commerce, wealth, and do-

minion } but his fcheme, feeming to them to

be founded in abfurdity, was confequently

rejected. Columbus, confeious of the fup&.

riority of his own knowledge in the matter,

was not thus to be foiled; and, retiring from

bis country in difgufl:, fucccffively repeated

his propofal to the courts of France, Eng-

land, and Portugal •, all which, however^ look-

ed upon it as toa chimerical to be adopted.

Notwithftanding thefe mortifying; difappoint-

ments, which probably would have over-

whelmed the genius of any other perfon, Co-

lumbus was ilill firmly perfuaded of the

Jjradieability of his plan, and refolved to pro-

pofe it to the court of Spain : and here, after

a delay of eight years, his defign was at

length
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