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assumed the warrior, and brou<,'ht large S(iiuidroiis of well-anncd
vassals to the army. Merchants and artificers now daily arrived,

and wandering minstrels, and people of all sorts, and'the camp
appeared like a warlike city, where rich and sumptuous mer-
chandise was mingled with the splendor of arms ; and the various

colors of the tents and pavilions, and the fiuttcrin^ sluudards

and pennons bearing the painted devices of the proudest houses

of Spain, were gay and glorious to behold.

When the king had established the camp in Tal)lada he orderd

that every day the foragers should sally forth in search of pro-

visions and provender, guarded by strong bodies of troops, 'llie

various chiefs of the army took turns to command the guard who
escorted the forages. One day it was the turn of Garci Tercz,

the same cavalier vvho had killed the king of the Azulcs. lie

was a hardy, iron warrior, seasoned and scarred in warfare, and
renowned among both Moors and Christians for his great prow-
ess, his daring courage, and his coolness in the midst of danger.

Garci Perez had lingered in the camp until some time afttr the

foragers had departed, who were already out of sight. He al

length set out to join them, accompanied by anotlier cavalier.

They had not proceeded far before they perceived seven Moor-
ish genetes, or light-horsemen, directly in their road. When
the companion of Garci Perez beheld such a formidable array of

foes, he paused and said: " Senor Perez, let us return ; the

Moors are seven and we are but two, and there is no law in the

duello which obliges uslo make front against such fearful odds."

To this Garci Perez replied: " Senor, forward, always for-

ward ; let us continue on our road ; those IVIoors will never wait

for us." The other cavalier, however, exclaimed against such

rashness, and turning the reins of his horse, returned as privately

as possible to the camp, and hastened to his tent.

All this happened within sight of the camp. The king was at

the door of his royal tent, whicli stood on a rising ground and

overlooked the place where this occurred. When the king saw
one cavalier return and the other continue, notwithstanding that

there were seven Moors in the road, he ordered tluit some liorsc-

inen slionld ride forth to his aid.

Upon this Don Lorenzo Xuaroz, who was with the king and

had seen Garci Perez sally forth from the camp, said :
'' Your
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